
FUMC ESL 11-12-2015 Level 4 Lesson

1. Have you ever been to a surprise party? Has anyone ever given you a surprise party? Talk about it.
2. Have you ever been on TV or radio? Tell about it.
3. Have you ever driven a really fast sports car? Would you like to do that? Do you enjoy watching car 

racing on TV? Do you follow Formula One racing? Have you ever been to a live car race?

Idioms with HAVE

1-If you have a feeling that something will happen, you know in advance about it. For example: I have a 
feeling it will rain tomorrow. I have a feeling my daughter will get married soon.   Another name for this is 
“intuition”. Many times we feel like we know something will happen before it does. Do you have feelings 
like this sometimes?

2-If you have a green thumb, you can grow plants really well. Ex: My mother has a green thumb. Her 
garden has big green plants with vegetables on them. She grows plants well. Do you have a green 
thumb?

3-If you have a lot on your mind, you have many things to worry about. Ex: Stop asking me so many 
questions. I have a lot on my mind right now. I can’t talk to you.
Do you have a lot on your mind right now?

4-If you have bad luck, you are not lucky. Ex: I tried to get that job, but I had bad luck. The man who 
came in just before me got the job. Tell about a time when you had bad luck.

5-If you have a run-in with someone, you have an argument or fight with them. EX: Tim and Sandy had a 
run-in over who should take care of Mom.     Tell about a time when you had a run-in with someone.

6-If you have a short fuse, you get angry very easily. Don’t argue with Ben. He’s got a short fuse and 
might blow up.   Do you have a short fuse?

7-I think your girlfriend is not as devoted to you as you say.
What do you mean by that?
Do I have to spell it out for you?  

This question asks what you have to do to make something clear to someone.  If you knew a friend’s 
girlfriend was seeing other people, would you tell him? What would you say?

8-Did you have fun on your vacation to the coast?
Oh, yes. I had a blast.

When is the last time you have “had a blast”?

9-The police asked me if I knew who might have broken in, but I don’t have a clue. If you don’t have a 
clue, you don’t know anything about it.

Name something that you “don’t have a clue” about.

10-If you have a gift for something, you have natural talent for it. EX: Jim has a real gift for teaching.
What do you have a gift for?

11-If you have a change of heart, you change your mind, usually from a negative to a positive. EX: I had 
a change of heart and decided to let the kids go to Disney World with their friends.



Did your parents ever tell you “NO” then have a change of heart and let you do it? Talk about it.

12-If you have a good head on your shoulders, you have a lot of common sense. You are considered 
sensible and intelligent.
Describe someone you know who “has a good head on their shoulders”.
13-If you have a soft spot in your heart for something, you are fond of them are it. EX: I have a soft spot 
for puppies. I just have to pick them up and pet them.
What is something you have a soft spot for?

14-If someone asks to have a word with you, they want to talk to you. Usually this is a short talk. EX: I 
was scared when the boss said he wanted a word with me, but when I got in his office he offered me a 
promotion.

Tell the last “good news” you have heard.


