
FUMC ESL 4-28-2016 LEVEL 4 LESSON 

Decode the News: Tell what the headlines and statements below mean.  

Headlines: 

1. Murdoch Insider Charged in Phone Hacking Probe 
An insider is a member of a group who has has information about the group. A Murdoch insider would be 
a person who works inside Rupert Murdoch’s media companies. Hacking is illegally breaking in to 
someone’s computer or cell phone. A probe is an investigation. 

2. Obama Weighs In on JPMorgan Loss. 
If you weigh in on something, you enter the argument on an issue by making a comment about it. In this 
case, President Obama made a statement about this investing firms losses. 

3. Being Bilingual Boosts Brainpower 
If something is boosted, it is raised. In this case, your brain is boosted (raised to a higher level of 
functioning) by learning another language. You can ask someone to give you “a boost” if you are trying to 
climb up on something high. 

4. Learning a New Language Enhances Memory 
Enhances means to make it better or more valuable. If your memory is enhanced, it is improved. 

5. Ousted Yahoo CEO Gets No Severance 
If you oust someone, you throw them out of their position or place. A CEO is the chief executive officer.  If 
the president of a company is ousted, he loses his job. Severance pay is money you get when your job 
ends. Some executives have contracts with their employer that calls for severance pay if their job ends. 
Most people do not get any kind of severance pay if they are fired or laid off. 

6. Stocks Set for Rebound 
If something rebounds, it bounces back. It returns to it’s original state. This headline doesn’t say the 
stocks will rebound. It says they are “set” to rebound. That means they are prepared to rebound. The 
conditions are favorable for stock prices to go up. 

7. Europe Dodges Recession 
If you dodge something, you move quickly to get out of the way of something coming toward you. In this 
headline, Europe gets out of the way of a recession. A recession is a period of economic decline when 
stock prices are down. When I was in school we used to play a game called Dodgeball. The kids would 
divide up into two teams. There was one ball. Someone on one team would throw the ball as hard as he 
could toward the other team. Everyone dodged the ball, because if the ball hit you, you were out of the 
game and had to go sit down. Have you ever played this game? 

8. European Woes Over Debt in Greece Continue 
Woes are troubles. Greece and other European countries are struggling to pay their debts. This is having 
a negative effect on the economy all over Europe. 

9.  Stock Markets Stay Volatile Through End of Year 
If something is volatile, it might break out into an explosion soon. This headline says that we could expect 
stock prices to go up or down a lot. No one knows what they will do. If stock markets are volatile, people 
are afraid to put their money into them. 

10. City Planning Committee Gives Rail Project Green Light 
If you give someone the green light, you tell them to go ahead and do what they planned. Cities are trying 
to figure out ways to get more people into and out of the city without congestion. Using trains (rails) is one 
solution. Does your city use rails as a solution to congestion? Do most people commute on trains?  



FIND ME: We are going to play a game that will require you to get up out of your chairs and move around 
the room. The object of the game is to find someone who fits every category. When you find someone 
who fits the category, write their name in the blank, then move to the next question. 

Find Someone who:

1.____________  is from Mexico

2.____________ is wearing socks
3.____________ has pierced ears
4.____________ loves to dance
5.____________ has traveled to more than 5 countries
6.____________ has been to Beijing, China
7.____________ lives on Lake Austin Blvd
8.____________ is a UT student
9.____________ attends other English classes
10.____________ rides the bus to class
11.____________ is expecting a baby
12.____________ has more than two children
13.____________ likes to eat noodles
14.____________ doesn’t know how to swim
15.____________ owns a bicycle
16.____________ has never been married
17.____________ has broken a bone before
18.____________ lives with their parents
19.____________ is allergic to bees
20.____________ wears contact lenses


