Reading
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Reading Mini-test 3

Check vour progress in understanding details and recognizing restatements |Exercises
R9-R14] by completing the following Mini-test. This Mini-test uses question types
used in the Reading section of the TOEFL iBT test.

Sclect the correct answer.

Questions 1-5
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Every year about two million people visit Mount Rushmore, where the faces of four U.S.
presidents were carved in granile by the sculptor Gutzon Borglum and his son. The creation
of the Mount Rushmore monument took 14 years — from 1927 to 1941 — and nearly a million
dollars. These were times when money was difficult to come by, and many people were
jobless. To help him with this sculpture, Borglum hired laid-off workers from the closed-
down mines in the Black Hills area of South Dakota. He taught these men to dynamite, drill,
carve, and finish the granite as they were hanging in midair in his specially devised chairs,
which had many safety features.

Borglum used dynamite to remove 90 percent of the 450,000 tons of rock from the
mountain quickly and relatively inexpensively. His workmen became so skilled that without

- causing damage, they could blast to within four inches of the finished surface and grade the

contours of the facial features. Borglum was proud of the fact that no workers were kKilled
or seriously injured during the years of blasting and carving the granite. Considering the
workers regularly used dynamite and heavy equipment, this was a remarkable feat.

During the carving, many changes in the original design had to be made to keep the
carved heads free of large fissures that were uncovered. However, not all the cracks could
be avoided, so Borglum concocted a mixture of granite dust, white lead, and linseed oil to
fill them.

Every winter, water from melting snow gets into the fissures and expands as it freezes,

making the fissures bigger. Consequently, every autumn maintenance work is done to
- refill the cracks. To preserve this national monument for future generations, the repairers
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swing out in space over a 500-foot drop and fix the monument with the same mixture
that Borglum used.

. The author of the passage indicates that the men Borglum hired were

CAD trained sculptors

(8D laid-off stone carvers
CCO Black Hills volunteers
(D> unemployed miners

. According to the passage, what achievement did Borglum pride himself on?

(AD> The four presidential faces in granite that he had sculpted

(8D The removal of 90 percent of the 450,000 tons of rock quickly and at a
relatively low cost

(€D His safety record of no deaths or serious injuries during the years of work with
heavy equipment and dynamite

(DD His skillful training of the labor force that enabled blasts of dynamite to be
within inches of the contour lines of the faces
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