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Conscious-consciousness-consciously-unconscious-selfconscious-conscience-
conscientious 

1-I felt creepy when visiting North Korea. I was conscious of the fact that someone was 
watching me at all times. It made me very uneasy.

Have you ever felt like someone was watching you and turned to check? 

2-I’m sorry I’m late. I was so interested in my book that I wasn’t conscious of the time. An hour 
passed and I thought it had only been a few minutes.

Do you ever lose yourself in something and forget the time? 

3-The woman was knocked out by the blow to her head. She lost consciousness for almost a 
minute.

Have you ever lost consciousness?  

4-We should be conscious of the fact that wasting energy impacts global climate change.

Do you think most people are conscious of their impact on the environment? 

5-Often we go the whole day without ever being conscious of the beauty that surrounds us. We 
should all stop a few times a day to breathe deeply and enjoy our surroundings. 

Are you conscious of your surroundings as you come to ESL class or are you worried about 
finding a parking place or getting off the bus at the right spot?  

6-We knew the boy was nervous. He would unconsciously push back his hair and scratch his 
nose several times a minute. His nervous habit gave him away.

What is meant by “gave him away”?  Do you have any nervous habits? 

7-Although I had never acted on the idea of starting my own business, I think the thought had 
been in my subconscious for years.

If you could look into your subconscious, what do you think you would find? What ideas are 
lurking there waiting to be discovered by your conscious? 

8-Subconsciously, Ginny felt disgusted by the dirty, sometimes smelly men she was serving in 
the food line. But she made a conscious effort to be tolerant and kind.

We all have subconscious feelings that we strive to overcome. President Obama talked about 
many white people’s subconscious fear of young, black males. He said his white grandmother 
would sometimes cross the street when she saw a group of young, black males approaching. 
Are you aware of any subconscious feelings that you struggle to overcome?  

9-Mother is always conscious of safety. She constantly reminds the children to stay out of the 
street and don’t talk to strangers.

Was your mother overly safety conscious? 

10-When walking at night, it’s important to be conscious of your surroundings.

There have been many accidents caused by people walking while texting. Their eyes and mind 
are on their cell phone and they walk out in front of cars. Have you ever had this experience or 
seen someone else nearly have an accident because they weren’t conscious of their 
surroundings? 

11-The organization hopes to raise consciousness about the plight of immigrants.




What would you like to raise consciousness about? 

12-Daphne is a fashion conscious young woman. She is always dressed in the most current 
fashions.

Are you like Daphne? 

13-I felt self-conscious arriving at Eleanor’s house in my beat up old jalopy. Eleanor’s family are 
very welcome and her dad drives a Mercedes. When Eleanor was 16, her dad bought her a 
Corvette convertible. Even their maid drives a better car than I do. It’s so embarrassing.

Describe a time when you felt self-conscious. 

14-Jon had a guilty conscience about being away from home so often. His wife was home with 
four small children and he knew he should be there helping. But subconsciously he didn’t really 
feel comfortable around small kids and relished his time away.

Describe a time you had a guilty conscience. 

15-Some people say, “A clear conscience is the sign of a bad memory.” 

Do you agree? 

16-They are conscientious students who study the lesson the night before and are prepared to 
discuss it in class. 

Are you conscientious in your study of English or are you casual, sometimes studying and 
sometimes not? 

17-Jack was a conscientious objector during the last war. His moral beliefs are that there is no 
justification for killing another human being, no matter what the situation.

During World War II, conscientious objectors were often viewed as traitors. How would you feel 
about someone who refused to fight when others were going off to war? 


