
FUMC ESL 6-28-2018  ADVANCED LESSON 

STUDENTS:  Read the news article. Give synonyms for the underlined words. Answer the 
questions.


Egypt’s first World Cup in 28 years has captivated the soccer-crazy nation, with intense focus 
on the squad and the broader game. It has been a welcome distraction for Egyptians who are 
struggling under harsh economic conditions. The loss to host team, Russia, ended Egypt’s 
chances of advancing beyond the group stage. Despite the loss, the love and respect enjoyed 
by the team and the players remains intact. Yet it wasn’t an entirely unifying experience.


1. Does this paragraph imply that most people are not very interested in the World Cup?

2. What do the Egyptians need to be distracted from?

3. Who is hosting the World Cup?

4. Are Egyptians angry at the team and players for losing to Russia?

5. Does the last sentence imply some Egyptians are not happy about the team?


For the country’s Christians, about ten percent of the population, the composition of the team 
and the way the squad was perceived highlighted what they believe is a problem with sport in 
Egypt. No Christian has been on the national soccer squad for more than a decade, and just 
one played for any of the eighteen top-flight clubs last season.


1. What is the problem, according to the Egyptian Christians?


Egyptian coaches and officials dismiss any suggestion of discrimination, but Christians 
disagree. Egypt’s all-Muslim squad is known for being pious. The team even chose to make its 
World Cup base in Muslim Chechnya. The national squad has been nicknamed the prostrators 
because the players offer a Muslim prayer when they score. They regularly pray together when 
in camp and read the opening verse of the Quran before kickoff. Some perform the Muslim 
ritual wash before games. Generally, they frame competition, wins and defeats in religious 
terms. One of Egypt’s most successful coaches, said that, to him, a player’s religious piety was 
as important as his skills.


1. Do Egyptian officials agree that discrimination exists in team selection?

2. Do you think it would be difficult to be a Christian on a pious Muslim team?

3. Do you think a Christian would be welcomed by his Muslim teammates if his coach felt that 

Christians shouldn’t be on the team?

4. Is it Ok for a predominantly Muslim or Christian nation to exclude players because they are 

of a minority religion?

5. Do you think there is discrimination or are the Christians just not good enough?

6. Does politics have a role in sports?   Think about the banning of South African teams 

during apartheid. Do you think that was fair? How would you compare the two situations?

7. Have you ever experienced discrimination due to your religion?


Many students did not finish the last half of the lesson on Monday. So I am including it here. 


Expressions Without Prepositions 

These verbs are normally followed by direct objects without prepositions. 

Examples: discuss your plans not discuss about your plans 



married a friend,  not married with a friend 
The child doesn’t resemble his parents,  not resemble to his parents 
Conversation stopped as we entered the church,  not entered to the church. 

Compare these sentences. One uses a preposition after the verb, the other doesn’t.

Is there a difference in meaning. Do you see a grammatical pattern?


1-He lacks experience. It cost him the job.

His lack of experience cost him the job.


2-The train approached London and slowed to a crawl.

On its approach to London, the train slowed to a crawl.


We usually leave out the preposition AT before what time.

What time does Granny’s train arrive?  You can say “At what time does her train arrive?” but it 
is quite formal and used more in British English than American English.


In an informal style, for is often left out in expressions that say how long something lasts.

EX: I’ve been here three weeks already.     (It is correct to say “for three weeks” but is more 
formal.)


We often leave out in in expressions like “in this way, in the same way, in another way”.

EX: They plant corn the same way their ancestors did.


We do not use to before home.

EX: I’m going home.   NOT I’m going to home.


Some questions end in a preposition. Put the correct preposition in the blank. 

1. Who’s the gift _________?

2. What are you looking _______?

3. Who did you go ____________?

4. Where did she buy it ___________?

5. Which flight is he traveling ________?

6. What kind of books are you interested ________?

7. What are you worried ___________?

8. Is this the house you told me __________?

9. Where do you come ____________?

10. Who’s she talking ___________?

11. Which car are you interested __________?

12. Children hate being fussed ___________?

13. Who are you waiting ____________?

14. Who are you going ___________?

15. Which mall did you go __________?





