
FUMC ESL 12-10-2018 Advanced Lesson 

Introduce yourself and finish this statement:  When I walk into someone's house, I love to smell 
the scent of... 

Americans use a lot of slang and idioms. Sometimes this can lead to misunderstandings. 
Students, read and discuss these paragraphs. 

1. If you are having a loud phone discussion with someone and you are in a public place with 
lots of people around, someone might say, "Hold it down!"   What are they telling you to 
do? 

2. If someone tells you they bought their computer second hand, what does that mean? 
3. If a friend tells you they moonlight at a fast food restaurant, what do they mean? 
4. If a car salesman tells you a car is loaded, what does he mean? 
5. If someone comes up to you in a parking lot and asks you to help them jump their car, what 

would you say? What does jumping a car involve?  
6. If you are helping someone jump their car and they tell you to "rev the engine" what should 

you do? 
7. If you rear-end someone what have you done? 
8. Nobody likes a back seat driver. What is a back seat driver? 
9. "Lillian still bears a grudge against me after all these years. What is a grudge?  What does 

"bear a grudge" mean? Have you ever experienced someone bearing a grudge against 
you? 

10. Jim bears little resemblance to his father. Do you bear resemblance to your father or your 
mother? 

11. If our company computers are hacked, the employees will bear the brunt of our 
customer's anger. Explain the verb "hacked". What is meant by "bear the brunt" of the 
customer's anger? If you are the oldest child, you might bear the brunt of your parent's 
anger because the other children are too young to understand what they are doing.  Did 
this happen in your family? 

12. The apartment we rented is bare-bones, but we don't need a lot of luxuries. We'll just be 
staying a month. Bare-bones means reduced to its essentials. If you saw a traveler's review 
that said the rooms were bare-bones, what would you expect to find? When you travel for 
pleasure do you usually choose bare-bones accommodations or do you prefer a little more 
luxury? 

Cultural Differences, A True Story: 
Read carefully. Make sure you understand what is happening. Answer the questions at the end. 

I saw an encounter one time when I was in London that demonstrated cultural differences. We 
were on a little tram taking us through Kew Gardens. The driver of the tram was giving 
information about what we were viewing. There was a foreign family sitting across from me on 
the tram. I'm not sure, but I think they may have been from Pakistan. The foreign woman's cell 
phone rang. She answered it and then proceeded to have a long and very loud conversation 
with the person on the other end. It was impossible to hear the tram driver. A British woman 
sitting behind me tapped me on the shoulder and told me to tell the foreign woman to hang up 
the phone so everyone could hear the tram driver.  



I thought that would be a little rude, so I told the British woman I would not do that. So the 
British woman stood up and pointed to the woman on the phone and said, "Be quiet!".  The 
foreign family were very angry and signaled the tram driver to let them off. We drove away with 
the foreign family standing on the pavement leering at us. Meanwhile, several British people on 
the tram made comments about how rude Pakistanis were because they always talked really 
loudly on their phones. 

I thought this was a classic misunderstanding of cultural differences. The British are not 
tolerant of people speaking very loudly in a public place. It is considered very rude. Since we 
Americans talk louder than the British, I make an attempt to lower my voice when in England.  

Apparently Pakistanis are more tolerant of loud conversations. What seemed rude to the 
Pakistanis was being pointed out in public and told to hang up their phone.  Both the British 
and the Pakistanis came away from that incident feeling hatred for the other side.  

Questions: 
1. What is an encounter? 
2. What is a tram? 
3. Who was being rude in this encounter? 
4. What does "lower your voice" mean? 
5. What does "leering" mean? 
6. In your culture, do people speak very quietly or loudly? 
7. Should I have told the woman to lower her voice? 
8. Is it rude to ask someone to speak more quietly? 
9. Is it rude to point to someone in your culture? 
10. How would you have handled this situation? 
11. Have you ever experienced an incident like this where a simple cultural misunderstanding 

resulted in people judging and hating each other?  Talk about it. 
12.  If I'm preparing to travel to your country, what hints would you give me about things that 

might be considered rude there? 

Another "cultural difference" story: 

A friend was traveling in Thailand. They learned that in Thailand, it is considered very rude to 
touch people on the head. They also learned that feet are considered dirty and shouldn't be 
put up on a table or desk or anywhere other than the floor. They were trying hard to be 
sensitive to the culture. But as they were waiting for an elevator, they were counting their 
change. They dropped a coin just as the elevator door opened and it rolled toward the gap 
between the elevator and the floor. Without thinking, they stomped on the coin to keep it from 
falling in the gap. Then they reached down and picked it up off the floor. The people watching 
in the elevator looked disgusted.  

Americans put feet up on desks and routinely pick up things they've dropped on the floor. How 
would these actions be perceived in your country? 
Is it rude to touch someone's head?  
Is hugging or kissing someone you just met acceptable in your country? 




