
FUMC ESL 12-10-2018 High Intermediate Lesson and Advanced Lesson

Tell your name and home country and answer these questions about yourself.

I have been in Austin for ______________________. 
 Before that I lived in ________________.  
The best place I have ever lived was _____________ because ... 

Americans use lots of slang. This may cause problems for you in conversations. Work with a 
partner to match these slang expressions with their meanings in the table below.

1. I'd like to go with you, but I'm flat broke. 
2. You can count on me. 
3. By all means! 
4. Let's keep in touch? 
5. What kept you? 
6. That guy's full of bull. 
7. That's the last straw. 
8. I have a bone to pick with you. 
9. I'm all ears! 
10. Give me a little elbow room, will you! 
11. My eyes were bigger than my stomach. 
12. I'm afraid we got off on the wrong foot. 
13. He talks the talk but doesn't walk the walk. 
14. He can dish it out, but he can't take it. 
15. You've got your work cut out for you. 
16. Take the bull by the horns. 
17. You and I don't see eye to eye. 
18. I feel like you're dragging your feet. 
19. I'm of two minds about this. 
20. We are in the middle of nowhere. 

definitely yes doesn't tell the truth

in a remote place Why are you late

I've reached my limit. actions don't match the words

Can you give me some space undecided about the choices

have no money I'm listening

have a bad start I have a grievance

let's call or write each other I took too much food

I'm dependable. a difficult task

act slowly on purpose disagree

lead can criticize others but can't take criticizm



Conversations: Students read and answer the questions.

Brett:  Hey, fancy meeting you here. Do you come here often? 
Jane:  We like to have brunch here on Sundays. 
Brett: I've been meaning to call you. 
Jane: Oh, what about? 
Brett:  We've been swamped at work. We are really understaffed. My boss asked me if I knew anyone 
who might be interested in a part time job. I thought about you. I know you're getting your PhD, but I 
thought you might want to work a little on the side to help with the finances. Are you interested? 
Jane: Possibly. I'd have to give it some thought. What does the job entail? 
Brett: It's mainly PR work. Contacting clients to see if they're satisfied with our product. 

1. "Fancy meeting you here" is slang. What do you think it means? 
2. What is brunch? Do you ever go out for brunch on the weekends? 
3. What does Brett mean when he says they've been "swamped" at work? 
4. What is understaffed? 
5. What does Brett mean by "work a little on the side"? 
6. Why might Jane want to work part-time instead of full-time?  Have you ever had a part-time job? 
7. Define entail? 
8. What does PR stand for? 
9. What would Jane have to do in this job? 

Fay: I didn't want to go to work today, so I told a little white lie. I told our manager that my daughter was 
sick. I needed a little R and R. 
Lex: I had a sneaking suspicion you would bail on me. Your little white lie meant I was left holding the 
bag. In case you've forgotten, today was the day our presentation was due. Since you weren't there and 
I didn't have your notes, I just had to wing it.  
Fay: OMG, I forgot that was due today. I'm so sorry.  How did it go? 
Lex: It didn't go well.  

1. What is a "white lie"? Give other examples of white lies. 
2. What is R and R? 
3. What is a sneaking suspicion? 
4. What does Lex mean when she says Fay bailed on her? 
5. Lex was left "holding the bag". Explain. 
6. What do you do if you "wing it"? 
7. OMG means ____________________. 
8. How does Lex feel about the presentation?  How does Lex feel about Fay? 


