
FUMC ESL 12-3-2018 Advanced Lesson 

Last week we talked about blends. Let's practice pronouncing a few more. Notice how the vowel 
pronunciation changes in some of these words. Circle the word pairs where the pronunciation of 
the vowel changes. 

WORK WITH A PARTNER TO MATCH THE DEFINITIONS BELOW WITH THE WORDS 
ABOVE, THEN CHECK WITH THE WHOLE GROUP. 

1. forehead 
2. chemical solution for sterilizing or getting stains out 
3. explosion 
4. mild or tasteless, boring 
5. sound made when metal or glass is hit together 
6. an organ in the body that secretes chemicals to regulate systems like thyroid or hormones 
7. a family of young animals, especially chickens 
8. recoil or shrink away from something from disgust or fear 
9. barren, desolate, lacking vegetation, dreary 
10. wedge placed against a wheel to keep it from moving 
11. make a gap or break in a wall 

IDIOMS: 
BLOW is a BL word with many meanings and idioms. Read the conversations with a partner and 
explain to the class what is meant by the bold expression. Discuss the questions below each 
conversation. 

Blair:   I was blown away by the damage that was done by the hurricane. 
Blake:  Yes, I heard hundreds of trees were blown down. 

Discuss:   Have you ever experienced a hurricane or tornado?  Does your family have a plan for 
what to do or where to go in the event of a hurricane or tornado? 

Blaine:  The terrorists exploded a bomb in the market. Many people had limbs blown off. 
Blanche:  It blows my mind how people can kill so easily. 

Discuss: There does seem to be a lot of violence in the world these days. Do you think there 
really is more violence or do we just hear more about it because everyone is connected via the 
internet and cell phones?  Is there any solution? 

blood  -  brood blast  -  brass bleach  -  breach bleak - break blink  -  clink

blame  -  claim bland  -  gland bling  -  cringe chock  -  chalk slow  -  brow



Blythe:  At the meeting, Hal voiced many complaints. I think most of them were blown out of 
proportion. 
Bladen:  Hal blew his top when people didn't take him seriously. Unfortunately he was so mad 
that he blew his chance to calmly explain why he was upset. I gave the boss a blow by blow 
account of what happened. He wasn't happy. 
Blythe: Well, I think this whole thing will blow over in a few days. 

Brenda:  Are you still thinking about buying a new house? 
Bryce:  I want to, but Blythe blows hot and cold about the idea. Sometimes she is all for it then 
she decides it will cost too much and is against it. It's probably not a good idea right now 
anyway. I lost my job this week. 
Brenda: Wow, you got laid off right before Christmas! That's a low blow. 
Bryce: Yes, it was. I don't want to blow my own horn, but I was one of the best employees they 
have. 
Brenda: Did they give you a reason for letting you go? 
Bryce: My former boss said they were laying off all the salesmen, but I think he was just 
blowing smoke. I think I was the only one let go. 

Discuss: In your country, is it easy for employers to fire workers with no excuse?  Should an 
employer have to give an employee a reason for his firing? 

Blanche:  Do you think the mayor will admit wrongdoing? 
Drew:  He's waiting to see how the wind blows before he admits anything. If there is enough 
pressure from the public, he'll come clean. 

Discuss:  Has a leader in your country ever come clean to the citizens about their misdeeds?  

Brandy:  I heard Bryon lost his wrestling match last night. 
Bruce:  It's the first one he's lost, but he hardly scored any points He has to improve. Losing a 
second match will be a real blow to his title hopes. 

Discuss:  Have you suffered a blow to your hopes since arriving in this country? 


