
FUMC ESL 2-28-2019 Advanced Lesson


Read the sentence, then using context, decide what the underlined word means.  Try to avoid 
using your dictionary unless you can't figure out the correct answer.


1.  The residents voted to amend their neighborhood policy on fences because many neighbors 
had dogs that could jump the shorter fences.


Which synonym is closest to amend?    ignore,  change,  damage,  


Which of the following can you infer about the old fence policy from this statement:


a-No fences were allowed in this neighborhood before the change.

b-Fences could not be above a certain height.

c-All fences had to be at least six feet tall.

d-All residents were required to have a fence.


2. The journalist's newspaper article was criticized for being heavily biased toward the mayor's 
immigration proposal. There were many who resented her implication that Mexican immigrants 
were responsible for most of the crime in the U.S.


Which word is the best synonym for bias?    single-minded       stubborn       prejudiced


From these two sentences, can we infer that the journalist is a supporter of open borders with no 
restrictions on immigration?  


3. The donkey trudged along slowly under the burden of the heavy packs on his back.


Burden is closest in meaning to: relieve, careful or loaded


Students, demonstrate "trudge".  


What burdens do you carry? Who helps you carry them?


4. Though we have a president, the club secretary is the de facto head of our organization.


When you exercise power though you don't have that power legally or legitimately, you are the de 
facto leader. Sometimes, the actual leader is unable to lead through illness or injury and there is an 
"acting" leader. In this case, an acting or de facto leader is someone who leads while waiting for 
the actual leader to recover. 


We can use de facto to refer to something that happens without being done legally. For example, 
racial segregation is illegal in this country, yet many of our schools have de facto segregation 
because few white people live in the neighborhood with African Americans. So the schools end up 
being mostly Black. 


Do you have de facto segregation of any group in your country?


5. For years the United States has been a paradigm of economic productivity. 


Two of these words are synonyms for paradigm and one is not:     model,  pattern, flaw


A paradigm shift is a change in the way you look at things. We see paradigm shifts in science 
when one understanding of the way the world works is changed as new information is available. 
For example, the old paradigm of astronomy was that the earth was at the center of the universe. 



Copernicus discovered that Earth revolves around the sun, not the other way around. That was a 
huge paradigm shift.


6. The notion that we can all agree if we just sit down and talk about an issue is false. Just as often 
that tactic ends in a brawl.


notion = idea, movement, negativity


Do you agree or disagree with the statement above?


Put one of the words above into these sentences. 

1-The female teacher was naturally ________________ toward the girls and found the boys difficult 
to get along with.


2-Until we saw our neighbors fancy new car, we had the ______________ that they were barely able 
to pay their bills.


3-Jane was a cleaner, not a nanny, but she was the _____________ caregiver for the kids because 
the parents worked long hours and were seldom at home.

4-Sister Elizabeth is considered a _________________ of virtue by everyone in the church.


5-I plan to move into an assisted living center when I get old because I don't wish to 
______________ my children with my care.


6-My parents decided to _______________ their will to leave more of their estate to charity since my 
sister and I don't really need the money.


Read and Discuss 
Nelson Mandela devoted his life to fighting prejudice in South Africa. Mandela traveled his state 
organizing a fight against discriminatory laws and racial bias. He encouraged civil disobedience 
as a tool against the oppression of Black Africans.


Discuss:   What is an example of civil disobedience?    Is it OK  for a leader to encourage people 
to break the law as a way to change the system?    Does civil disobedience work?  Has this tactic 
been tried in your country.


Mandela encouraged his fellow citizens to challenge the prevailing paradigm of power. Mandela 
believed that prejudice burdened not only the oppressed, but also the oppressors.


Discuss: What does Mandela mean when he says prejudice burdens the oppressed AND the 
oppressors?


The government arrested and jailed Mandela. But even though in prison,  he remained the de 
facto leader of his movement. Mandela's courage to fight against the oppressive system worried 
the ruling class. But they refused to amend the laws which denied freedom to Blacks. The rulers 
could keep Mandela in prison, but they couldn't make him change his notions about inequality. 
And eventually, Mandela was released from prison and in 1994 was elected president of South 
Africa.


Discuss: Do you have a hero in your country who has fought against inequality?



