
FUMC ESL 2-28-2019 High Intermediate Lesson 

Listening Practice:   Put a check by the sentence the teacher said. Teachers, talk in a normal 
voice. Don't emphasize the difference.  

Reasons: 
You know how to use "because" and "since" to give a reason for doing something. 
EX: Because the weather forecast called for rain, I took an umbrella. 
I drove slowly since the roads were icy. 

Here are some other ways to express a reason for doing something: WAS DUE TO, WAS CAUSED BY, AS A 
RESULT, THEREFORE, CONSEQUENTLY. Read the paragraph below. Tell in your own words what 
happened. Fill in the sentences below to explain the reasons. 

It was a very cold night with temperatures below zero.  It had snowed and sleeted all during the day. There 
was a lot of snow and ice on the train tracks. The train was on its way to the city. The train engineer saw a 
truck ahead on the tracks. He put on the brakes. But the train couldn't stop. There was too much ice on the 
tracks. The train slid into the truck and ran off the tracks. All the cars behind the engine also derailed. Many 
people were thrown out of the train. Lots of people were injured. Someone called 911. There was so much 
snow and ice, the ambulance couldn't get to the wreck for over an hour. Injured people lay in the sub zero 
cold. Many of them lay in the snow. They suffered and many died. It was a disaster. The railroad company 
ordered all the other trains to stop until the snowy and icy conditions ended. 

1. The train wreck was due to ________________________________________________________ 
2. The failure of the train's brakes was caused by ________________________________________ 
3. The train couldn't stop, therefore ________________________________________________ 
4. The ambulance couldn't get to the wreck as a result of ______________________________________ 
5. ____________________________________________________. Consequently, many people died. 

Did you feel it? Did you fill it?

He wants to leave there. He wants to live there.

That's my team. That's my Tim.

Did you sleep? Did you slip?

I took a taste. I took a test

That's a terrible pain. That's a terrible pen.

Do you have any dates? Do you have any debts?

Where's the paper? Where's the pepper.

They left. They laughed.

The celery is good. The salary is good.



6. As a result, the railroad _______________________________________________________________ 

Discuss: 

1. Whose fault was this accident:  

A. the railroad company for letting the trains run in bad conditions,  
B. the truck driver who got stuck on the tracks,  
C. the engineer who didn't stop the train,  
D. the ambulance driver who was slow to arrive on the scene,  
E. the weatherman who didn't tell people to stay home 

2. Which form of public transportation (trains, planes, buses, subways) do use most in your 
country? Does the government control public transportation? Are you happy with the efficiency and 
cleanliness of public transportation in your country? Do the buses and trains run on time? 

3. Do you think public transportation is safer than riding in a car or on a bicycle? 

4. Lots of people are riding scooters these days. They are controversial because people leave the 
scooters on the sidewalks. There have been many accidents and injuries as well. What do you 
think about scooters?  Are they a good idea or a nuisance?  Do you ride scooters to get around 
town?  Is the scooter fad happening in your country? 

Pronunciation Practice-Consonant Clusters------Practice saying these sentences. 

1-Thelma has thin thighs. 
2-Please place the plates on the platter.  
3-Three thin thieves thought they should be thankful. 
4-Cressa crammed the cream and croutons into the crab.  
5-Six sheep sat on a shed and smelled seashells.  
6-Brad brought bread and broth to his brother under the bridge.  
7-Some clumsy, clapping clowns cleverly closed the show. 
8-Flaming red flamingos floated among the flowers. 
9-Plump plumbers pleasantly plugged the leak. 
10-The brown bronco bruised his hoof on a branch in the brook. 
11-Five very funny flies in velvet vests flew from France on Friday evening. 
12-Whether the weather be fine or the weather be hot, we'll weather the weather whatever we've 
got. 
 
 


