
FUMC ESL 2-7-2019 Advanced Lesson

Read these sentences and explain the meaning.

1.  Al:  If you don't mind I'd like to sit up front where I can see better.
Beth:  Suits me.

2.  Working with computers has never been my strong suit, so working for a tech firm is going to be a real 
challenge.

3.  This house looks perfect for Jane. She loves modern decor. It will suit her to a T.

4.  Her house is nice, but it doesn't suit me. All the furniture and accessories are very elaborate. I prefer 
clean design.

5.  When one airline lowers their ticket prices, the others often follow suit.

6.  The doctor gave the nurse a dressing down over her rude comments to the patient.

7. With hat in hand he asked the father's permission to marry his daughter.

8. We suspected the mayor wasn't on the up and up and sure enough, he was lining his pockets with the 
money supposed to be spent on scholarships for underprivileged kids.

9. We thought we might lose the deal, but our president had an ace up his sleeve. He knew what our 
competitor was bidding, so we came in just under their bid.

10. My wife loves to get all dolled up and go downtown for dinner and dancing.

11. The rumor mill had it that our new president was a stuffed shirt, but to our surprise, he was very down 
to earth and unpretentious.

12. I asked our waiter where our food was. We had been there for 45 minutes and had not even been 
served our appetizers. He rudely replied, "Keep your shirt on. It will come when it's ready."

13. When I was a lowly student working as a research assistant in his lab, the professor wouldn't give me 
the time of day. But now that I'm running a company that donates money to his university, the professor is 
most solicitous. The shoe is on the other foot.

14. My husband came home and told me he had lost his job. I'm waiting for the other shoe to drop. I'm 
quite sure the next thing he'll say is we have to move out of this expensive house.

15. My dad was a great man. He was a cop for 30 years and earned many commendations. Everyone on 
his beat loved him. I'll never be able to fill his shoes.

16. Cal:  I don't understand why all the teachers treat me like a troublemaker.
Dave:   If the shoe fits...

17. She's such a goody two shoes. She runs to the teacher anytime she sees us doing something even 
remotely against the rules.

18. Ray wrecked his dad's car last night. Now he has to go home and tell his dad his beautiful sports car 
is a piece of scrap metal. I wouldn't want to be in his shoes.



19. Ellen: I can't believe how much that couple drinks. I wonder if they are alcoholics.
Dave:  In their defense, they lost a child in a hit and run accident a couple of years ago. I don't think 
they've recovered from the loss. This is a time when it's hard to judge someone when you haven't walked 
a mile in their shoes.

20. If you keep talking like that we'll have to send for the men in white coats.

Talk about:
--a time when you did something that you dreaded telling your parents about
--the person whose shoes you have to fill
--a time when the tables were turned (shoe is on the other foot)
--your strong suit

GATORS: Read and discuss.

Generally putting animals on the endangered list is a good thing. It prevents killing the few remaining 
animals left and gives the animals a chance to come back from the brink of extinction. However, as the 
animal population bounces back, it can have unexpected consequences. Alligator attacks in Florida are 
on the increase. The population of both alligators and humans in Florida has been increasing 
dramatically, and thus contacts between the two are more common . These contacts  frequently end badly 
for the humans. A two year old playing in the sand on the beach at a Disney property was attacked by an 
alligator. His head was crushed in the powerful alligator's jaws and the boy was drug into the water and 
drowned as his family watched. The toddler's father tried desperately to wrest his son from the alligator's 
jaws, but was unsuccessful as the gator dove under the water with the boy.  More recently a homeless 
woman cooling down in a lake was grabbed by an alligator. A friend grabbed the woman and was able to 
pull her to safety. Another woman walking her dog by a lake died when she tried to rescue her small pet 
from an alligator's jaws. This was not the first attack on a pet. Apparently walking your dog near a lake is 
a very promising way to get attacked by a gator. 

1-What should be done about this problem?
2-Does your country have animals on an endangered list that are now illegal to kill?
3-If I visit your country, am I likely to get eaten by any animals?


