
FUMC ESL 3-4-2019 Advanced Lesson 

Pronunciation Practice-Consonant Clusters------Practice saying these sentences. 

1-Thelma, at thirty,  has thin thighs.  
2-Please place the plates on the platter.  
3-Three thin thieves thought they should be thankful. 
4-Chrissy crammed the cream and croutons into the crab.  
5-Six sheep sat on a shed drinking smoothies and eating smoked shrimp.  
6-Brad brought bread and broth to his brother under the bridge.  
7-Some clumsy, clapping clowns cleverly closed the show. 
8-Flaming red flamingos floated among the flowers. 
9-Pleasant plump plumbers proudly plugged the leak. 
10-The brown bronco bruised his hoof on a branch in the brook. 
11-Five very funny flies in velvet vests flew from France on Friday evening. 
12-Whether the weather be fine or the weather be hot, we'll weather the weather whatever we've 
got. 
13-The praying priest played a prank on the pushy plumber.  
14-If Charlie chews shoes, should Charlie choose the shoes he chews? 
15-Big black bears ate the fresh fried flounder. 
16-Which witch whirled the white wheel? 

Read the sentences. Figure out the meaning from the context and choose the correct synonym 
from the word list below. 

1. The cuts in social services ignited a new round of bitter protests. 
2. The president's statement provoked general criticism and made the situation worse. 
3. It's clear that unemployment  in the region which stems from the steady decline in 

manufacturing, has prompted more feelings of anxiety in the populace. 
4. Congressmen have conceded that it was a particularly inopportune time to cut social 

services, just when they are most needed. 
5. The political discord that is prevalent today is unprecedented. 
6. Few argue the destructive effects of leaving children to languish in the fractured foster care 

system. 
7. No one doubts that confining small children in an institutional setting like orphanages is a poor 

choice. 

Discuss: 
1-How much help in the form of social services such as health care and unemployment counseling 
and benefits, can reasonably be expected from the government? Is it the duty of the government 
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to provide a safety net for its citizens when the economy is poor? Or should citizens be expected 
to use their own initiative to find new jobs and solve their own problems? 

2-If you advocate something, you argue in favor of it. If you were given an opportunity to speak in 
front of Congress to talk about only one issue, what would you advocate? 

3-There are people who will argue for the sake of arguing. They continue to argue, even when a 
compromise has been reached. Do you like to argue?  Do you know someone who does?  Do you 
think the ability to discuss and debate is something that should be taught in school?  Were you 
ever a member of a debate team or club?  Who argues with you the most?   

4-In the United States in the 1950's there was a general belief that children who could not be 
cared for by their own parents would be better off in private homes than in large institutional 
settings like orphanages. By 1960 the state governments had instituted a system of foster care. 
Yet today, many people feel the foster care system results in the abuse of children. 
What is the difference in meaning to these two related words: instituted and institutional?    What 
happens to children like this in your country?  Is your system "fractured" or is it a model for other 
countries?   


