
FUMC ESL 3-7-2019 High Intermediate Lesson


Move around the room asking fellow students these questions until you have every blank filled 
with the name of a student who agrees with each statement. Then discuss with the group.


1. _________________  I am the oldest sibling in my family.

2. _________________  I love going to the movies.

3. _________________  I love being outdoors.

4. _________________  Good manners are more important for success than good looks.

5. _________________  I love walking in the rain.

6. _________________  If the water is really cold, I plunge right in instead of easing in a little at 

a time.

7. _________________  I'm not good at making quick decisions. I have to think about things for 

a while before I decide.

8. _________________  I am not comfortable being touched by strangers and I hate stranger 

hugs!

9. _________________  I love cold days. It gives me energy to be outside when it's cold. 

10. _________________  I like to stay inside and curl up by the fire on cold days.


Pronouncing Z 

In some words, especially those which English takes from Italian words, ZZ is pronounced like 
TZ.  Listen to the TZ sound:  pretzel, quartz, waltz. Now listen to the ZZ sound in these words:  
pizza, mozzarella, paparazzi


Read this conversation by two people who "bump into" each other unexpectedly.


Gloria: Jan, how in the world are you? Long time no see.

Jan: Yes, it's been ages. What have you been up to?

Gloria: Nothing much. How's life going?

Jan: Couldn't be better. We just had our second child, a girl.

Gloria: Oh, that's great. Congratulations. I'm surprised to see you here. I didn't know you were 
into health food.

Jan: Since the kids arrived, I've tried to eat healthier for their sake. And of course, I'm always 
watching my weight, so I eat a lot more salads and vegetables than I did in the old days.

Gloria: How are your parents? I know last time you said they were getting a bit frail.


at the 
beginning

zucchini zebra zap zigzag zero zipper

at the end jazz fizz buzz showbiz whizz rez (short for 
reservation)

in the 
middle

realize blizzard fuzzy size freezing citizen



Jan: Yes, Mom fell and broke her hip last month. But she's mending well. Dad does a good job 
of looking after her. I try to stop by to check on them several times a week.

Gloria: I'm sorry to hear about the fall. Our bones do break more easily as we age. Hey, I've 
got to run, but give me a call and we'll do lunch.

Jan: Sure thing, but I may have a toddler in tow. I don't have a babysitter during the day.


1. Are there any words or phrases you don't understand?

2. Do you think Gloria and Jan have spoken recently?

3. Why  is Jan more "in to" health food now?

4. What is the meaning of "watching my weight"?

5. What is the meaning of "frail"?

6. How does Jan "keep tabs" on her parents?

7. What does Jan mean by "having a toddler in tow"?

8. Do you think these two are very close friends? Why?


Work with a partner to match the underlined words with the meanings below. 

1-Please give me your billing address.

2-Can you touch up the gray in my hair?

3-Order whatever you want. The company is picking up the tab.

4-The manager demanded new office furniture right off the bat.

5-Is there an intermission in this movie?

6-These tickets are non-refundable.

7-The concession stand is under the stands.

8-His excuse just doesn't ring true.

9-Would you like a rain check?

10-This entire region is rich in history.

11-It’s the best I can offer under the circumstances.

12-I resigned myself to living in a foreign country even though I'd prefer to stay home.

13-I was reluctant to make lots of new friends as I knew my stay would be short.

14-Bill's sudden marriage three months after his wife's death raised some eyebrows.


immediately shocked 
some people

hesitant make minor 
repairs

accepted 
something 
unpleasant

given the 
situation

a place that 
sells snacks 
and drinks

break 
halfway 
through

can't get 
your money 
back

a coupon 
given for 
later use

sounds false lots of 
important 
things 
happened 
here in the 
past

where your 
bills are 
delivered

paying the 
bill


