
FUMC ESL Low Intermediate Lesson   Life Goes On Lesson 12


Read the story on page 70.


Questions: 


1. How old is Belen?

2. Where is she a student?

3. How many years has Belen been attending college.

4. Does Belen work part-time?

5. When does Belen do homework?

6. Does Belen spend lots of time with her friends?

7. Most of the time, Belen feels __________________.

8. What can Belen get with her bachelor's degree?

9. Who is Belen jealous of?  Why?

10. What is due next Monday?

11. When does Belen plan to work on her project?

12. Belen's classmate has big plans for the weekend. What is she planning to do?


Discuss:

1. Did you go to college?

2. Did you go full-time or part-time? Did you work while you went to college?

3. Would you like to go to college now that you are older?

4. Talk about what you did after high school.


Read these paragraphs. Explain in your own words what happens. Answer the questions. 

Jeff wants a promotion at work. He has been working at the company for five years. All his co-
workers have gotten a promotion. He is the only one who has not. Jeff talks to his boss. He 
asks for a promotion. His boss explains that he can't promote Jeff because Jeff doesn't have a 
college degree.


1. What is a co-worker?

2. What does Jeff want?

3. How long has Jeff worked at the company.

4. Why does Jeff think he should get a promotion?

5. What does Jeff's boss say?

6. What does Jeff need?


Jeff is sad. He needs a college degree to get a promotion. But Jeff is married. He has a son. He 
can't afford to pay for school. He has to work for his family. If he quit work to go to school, his 
family would starve. He doesn't know what to do.


1. Why is Jeff sad?

2. What are the reasons Jeff can't get a college degree?




One day at work, the boss calls Jeff into his office. He tells Jeff he is doing a very good job. He 
wishes he could give Jeff a promotion. He tells Jeff about a new program at the company. The 
company will pay for college tuition. Jeff is excited. That is a good deal. But he tells his boss, 
he can't go to school. He has to work 8 to 5. He can't stop working to go to school. Jeff's boss 
says, "You don't have to stop working. The college has night classes. You can work during the 
day and go to school at night." Jeff says he will think about it.


1. What is tuition?

2. What does Jeff's boss wish he could do?

3. What will the company pay for?

4. Why does Jeff tell his boss he can't' go to school?

5. Jeff's boss tells him he can go to school. He doesn't have to stop work. How can Jeff do 

this?


Read this conversation between Jeff and his wife, Kim. 

Kim: Hi honey. Welcome home. Did you have a good day?

Jeff: I had an interesting day. My boss told me I was doing a good job. Then he told me the 
company would pay for my tuition at the university. 

Kim: That's terrific!

Jeff: It's kind of good. But I explained I couldn't stop working. You don't make enough at your 
job to support the family. Then he told me I could go to night school. I could take 2 or 3 classes 
every semester. My classes would be at night. So I could still work at the company during the 
day.

Kim: That's wonderful!

Jeff: No, I still can't go to college.

Kim: Why?

Jeff: If I work all day, then go to school every night, I will never see you and my son. And when 
will I have time to do homework and write papers? I have a commitment to this family. I cannot 
forget my family just to get a college degree.

Kim: I understand how you feel. And it is your decision. But if you decide to go to school, your 
family is behind you.You can do your homework on the weekends. Maybe you can even take 
some online courses so you would be home some nights. We understand you are doing this for 
us. You are getting a college degree to get a better job. You will make more money. Maybe we 
can save some of your salary. When our son finishes high school, we can pay for his college 
tuition. 

Jeff: I'm not sure. I do want him to go to college. And I want a better job. But it is a big 
sacrifice. I can only take a few courses each semester.  It will take 7 or 8 years to get my 
degree. It will be a hard life for me and for you and our son.

Kim: You're right. It won't be easy. You must think hard about what you want to do. I will love 
you no matter what you decide.

Jeff: I love you. You are more than a good wife. You are a good friend. I will think about it.


1. Why does Jeff say he had an interesting day?




2. The company will pay his tuition. But Jeff says that is "kind of good". Why isn't he happier 
about that?


3. Who is Jeff committed to?

4. How does Kim feel about Jeff's decision?

5. Why does Kim want to save money?

6. What does Jeff mean when he says going to college will be a big sacrifice?

7. Is Kim mad at Jeff because he wants to go to college?

8. Did Kim and Jeff have a fight?

9. What advice would you give Jeff about college?

10. What do you think Jeff will decide to do?


Discuss: 

1. Did you work so that your spouse could go to college?

2. Do you think getting a degree from an online college is as valuable as a regular college?

3. Is college free in your country?

4. What is a scholarship?

5. Who do you ask for advice?

6. What do you sacrifice for your family?


