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You know that when you say numbers in order, you count. But count can be used in many 
other ways. Read these sentences and explain the meaning.


1. The last goal didn't count because the player was offsides.

2. Your photography class will count as an art elective.

3. I count you as one of my best friends.

4. My mother counts on me to take her to the doctor.

5. There are four in our family, counting me.

6. I never felt my opinion counted for much in my family.

7. I can count on one hand the number of times my son has visited since he got married.

8. I'm counting down the days til my brother arrives.

9. If you are going to the movie, count me in! But if it's a horror movie, count me out.

10. The final count showed the president lost the popular vote.

11. At last count there were twenty students going on the field trip.

12. The pollen count has been high for weeks.

13. I lost count of how many people I had invited.

14. He was indicted on two counts of assault.

15. Hospitals must offer better wages to counter the shortage of nurses.

16. We rushed her to the hospital where they gave her a drug to counteract the poison she 

swallowed.

17. To open the lid, turn it counter-clockwise.

18. A street vendor sold counterfeit Rolex watches.

19. The American president is meeting with his French counterpart.

20. Spanking a child to get them to stop hitting is counterproductive.


Discuss:


1. Count to five in your language. Do any of your numbers sound similar to English numbers?

2. Name something your family counts on you for.

3. What electives did you take in high school?

4. How many are in your family, counting you?

5. Women often complain that, in the business world, their opinions don't count as much as 

men's opinions. Do you agree that this happens?

6. Fill in these blanks: If you are going ____________________, count me in. But if you are 

going __________________, definitely count me out.

7. I can count on one hand the times I've ___________________________________________.

8. Are you bothered by high pollen counts? Are you bothered by high mold counts? What are 

you allergic to?

9. Does your country have a shortage of medical professionals?  Are doctors and nurses paid 

big salaries?

10. Have you ever bought counterfeit goods from a street vendor?




11. Who is the counterpart in your country to the American president?  Do you like him/her?

12. Stand up. Spin around. Did you spin clockwise or counter-clockwise? Put one foot behind 

the other. Did you put your right foot behind or your left?

13. Do you read and write from left to right in your country?  What side of the road do you drive 

on?  What side of the car is the steering wheel?  When you are walking on a sidewalk, do 
you stay to the right or the left?  In your country do you shake hands with your right or your 
left hand? What hand do you wear your wedding ring on?  How about your watch?


Pronunciation Practice: Pronounce these word pairs. 

rain - lain raw - law rack - lack race - lace fry - fly collect - 
correct

read - lead rake - lake rate - late arrive - alive long - wrong pray - play

glow - grow flee - free clash - crash clown - crown list - wrist pilot - pirate


