
FUMC ESL 5-2-2019 Advanced Lesson

WORK WITH A PARTNER:   3 letter words you may not know:  Read the sentences, then 
match the underlined word with the definitions in the table below.

1. My mom always rags me about my clothes.
2. Don't tell Mom a fib. Just admit what you did.
3. If you prefer peace and quiet, I would opt for a more secluded hotel.
4. It irks me that I won't get full credit for my biology lab.
5. A sensitive child is apt to get overwhelmed in the busy classroom.
6. Our band has a gig at the convention center this weekend.
7. Can you jot down your address on this notepad.
8. Be careful, that puppy might nip you.
9. A dab of chocolate fell onto my pants.
10. When I asked her if I could kiss her, she gave me a coy look.
11. A long day on my feet really saps my strength.
12. He mixes the punch in a large vat.

Conversations with idioms:
Wang:  During the hurricane we saw people in their true colors.
Anna:  Yes. Some were bringing boats and helping people. Others were just looking 
after themselves.

Have you ever been in a situation where you saw people in their true colors?

Katy:  I passed my TOEFL with flying colors, so my parents gave me the green light to 
apply to an American university.
Sara:  I'm tickled pink. Now you and I can apply to the same schools.

Have you ever taken the TOEFL exam?  Do you intend to take it?  Have you ever 
attended a university in a country other than your own?

Kit: I'm afraid I earned a black mark with my professor last night. I got to class twenty 
minutes late. I had a hard time finding the right building. It was pitch black out. There 
was no moon and I couldn't see my hand in front of my face.

small, unimportant lie likely a concert or opportunity 
for musicians to play

choose one thing over 
another

a large tank or tub annoy a small amount drain strength away

nag small bite write something quickly pretend to be shy



Jules: You've only been tardy once. I'm sure she won't hold that against you.

Are you frequently late or always on time?

Affordable Housing:
Cities all work toward providing more affordable housing, but most of them lag far 
behind the demand. There has been little incentive for private entities to build 
affordable housing because it just hasn't been profitable. However, a new start-up 
called PadSplit is experimenting with the idea of privatizing affordable housing through 
creating rooming houses. PadSplit purchases single family homes in respectable 
neighborhoods, then modifies them to provide common living space and kitchens  with 
private individual bedrooms and shared bathrooms.

Rooming houses have been popular in university areas for years, but seldom is this 
idea used for young, working adults. In the past, young adults were able to afford an 
apartment of their own, but as real estate prices rise, it is more and more difficult for 
people in their first careers to find housing. The housing they can afford is often in an 
undesirable neighborhood or miles from the city center.

Ironically, at the beginning of the 20th century, rooming houses were popular in most 
major cities. But as these homes and neighborhoods in the city center became more 
run down, they were less attractive to young, working people, and eventually became 
filled with the very poor. PadSplit provides modern, newly renovated spaces that are 
near city centers and transit hubs. Tenants love the idea and say the low rent they pay 
allows them to save money toward eventually owning their own place.

1-Is affordable housing an important issue in your city?  How has your city met the 
need for affordable housing?
2-Is it common in your country for young adults to move back in with their parents 
after graduation from university?


