
FUMC ESL 5-6-2019  High Intermediate Lesson

In English, the meaning of a sentence changes according to which word is stressed.

I don’t think he should get that job. (implies you think someone else should get the job)
I don’t think he should get that job. ( implies you think he should get a different job)

I think Jim did it. (you might not think Jim did it, but I do)
I think Jim did it. (I’m not sure, but Jim might have done it)
I think Jim did it. (Jim, not someone else did it)

Explain the differences in these sentences.
He walked to the party yesterday.
He walked to the party yesterday.
He walked to the party yesterday.
He walked to the party yesterday.

Read the conversations below and explain in your own words what is happening. Pay 
attention to the underlined idioms.

Jack: I had to cancel my vacation to the beach because my company needed me to fly to Chicago 
to help sell this new deal.
Brendan: Aw, that’s too bad. I know you were disappointed about the vacation.
Jack: It turned out to be a blessing in disguise. It ended up raining all weekend at the beach and 
Chicago was great. After we sold the deal, I took the rest of the weekend and visited all the great 
museums in Chicago.

+What is a blessing in disguise? Talk about a time you had a blessing in disguise.

Jane: Jim cancelled our date at the last minute because one of his friends offered him a ticket to 
the basketball play-offs. I was so mad.
Mom: I can understand you being mad, but you did the same thing to him a few weeks ago. You 
were supposed to go to the movie with him, but you cancelled when Sharon asked you to go to 
the fashion show. It sounds like you just got a taste of your own medicine.

+What does it mean to get a taste of your own medicine? Have you ever gotten a taste of your 
own medicine?

Kim: Should we go to the theatre, or should we see the new movie everyone is raving about?
Linda: It’s really a toss-up. Either one would be fun.

+What is a toss-up? Give an example of a choice that would be a toss-up.

Sara:  We ate some great curry at the Thai restaurant last night. 
Jen:  I love spicy food, but it doesn’t love me. I just can’t eat it anymore.
Sara:  I can eat anything. I have an iron stomach.



+What is an iron stomach? Do you have one. What’s your favorite spicy food?

Joe:  If we don't leave now for the airport, we'll miss our flight. 
Kendra:  Surely you're not planning to drive in this downpour. The roads will be slick. There are 
always lots of accidents when it rains hard like this.
Joe: I understand that, but I really don't want to miss my flight to Jamaica. It's the first vacation 
I've had in a year. Driving now might be dangerous, but it's a calculated risk. I think I can make it 
to the airport without having an accident.

+If you calculate, you compute or figure or work out the numbers. A calculated risk is one you 
acknowledge and are willing to take because you think the odds of something bad happening are 
low. There is a small chance driving in the rain will result in an accident, but missing your flight 
would be worse.  Opening a business is a calculated risk. You might go broke, but you might get 
rich.  Coming to the U.S. might be a calculated risk for some. Talk about a time you took a 
calculated risk. 

Practice Pronouncing Double Vowels 

—In the double vowels “ai” and “ay”, the first vowel is long (says it’s name) and the second vowel is silent. 
Pronounce these words. 

—In the double vowel “oa” or “oe” the first vowel is long and the second vowel is silent. 

—In the double vowel “ie” there are two ways to pronounce the word. This can be very confusing. In some 
words the i is silent and the e is long. 

—In a fewer number of words the i is long and the e is silent 

—And there are always exceptions that are pronounced differently: pier, cashier, chandelier, mischief

stray holiday Monday stain faith sprain plain aim afraid

toe tiptoe goes doe toaster goal roam throat coal

brief field chief piece niece achieve bodies bunnies buried hygiene

allied applies lie tie spies fried replied die pie


