
FUMC ESL 5-9-2019 Advanced Lesson

JUST is a word we use a lot to mean lots of different things. Read the examples below. Teachers, 
ask the students to explain the meaning of the more complex sentences. Sometimes they think 
they understand the meaning, but it is subtly different.

(just means exactly)
The temperature is just right.  My brother looks just like my dad. 
Thank you for the lovely gift. It is just what I needed.
Note: We use "just as I expected", usually with a tone of annoyance to indicate what happened is 
exactly what you thought would happen. EX:  Just as I expected. You left the window open 
again and it rained in.

(just as means equally)
This TV is just as good as the one Tom bought for $2,000.  
It's just as hot in Austin as it was in Mexico City. I thought it would be cooler here.

(just means recently)
My brother just walked in. I just got back from the grocery store. Catherine got there just before 
us. 

(just means only)
She was just a little girl when her mother died.     
Don't be upset, I was just joking.  
Can you wait five minutes? I just have to iron this blouse.   
Could I use your phone for just a second? My battery is dead.  
Would you like more coffee? Just a half of cup, if you don't mind.  
 I'm not interested in Joey as a boyfriend. He's just a friend.

(just means barely) 
The cat's tail was just visible under the bed.  Kurt just made it before the storm hit. The class 
ends just after noon

(just adds emphasis)
The lady just kept yelling at us. It was really scary.   
These new toys are just great. The kids have played with them all day.   
It's just so hot. I feel like I'm going to faint.

(just to mean not really important)
It's just a suggestion.  
It's just a little bug. It can't hurt you.

(just about -means almost)
I'm just about finished with my homework.  
I'm just about ready to go.  Liz, are you ready to go? Just about.



(it's just that- used when giving an excuse or reason)
I like Boulder fine. It's just that I don't know anyone there.     
I plan to go to college eventually. It's just that I want a year off to travel before I buckle down to 
get my degree.

(just as soon- to state a preference politely)
Would you like to drive? I'd just as soon you drive if you don't mind. I'm not familiar with this 
city.
Would you like to go out? I'd just as soon stay at home, if you don't care. I'm kind of tired.

(just the same means all things being equal)
Would you like to quit now and finish the job tomorrow. If it's just the same to you, I'd prefer to 
keep working until we finish.
If it's just the same to you, we could move the meeting to Friday. That would give us more time.

(just as soon- to mean as soon as you finish another task)
Are you going to help me with my math homework. Yes, just as soon as I finish cleaning the 
kitchen.    
I will call you just as soon as I know when my flight will arrive.

(just as well- to mean it's a good thing something happened that way)
It's just as well we didn't attend the lecture, because the speaker we wanted to hear didn't show 
up.
I'm sorry. I forgot my violin so we can't practice our duet. That's alright. It's just as well. I don't 
really have time to practice tonight anyway.

(just because to give a reason that defies a stereotype)
Just because you're older than me, doesn't mean you can boss me around.
Just because I'm a woman, doesn't mean I know how to cook.
Just because it's raining now, doesn't mean it will rain all day.

(just to mean fair and right)
I think a prison sentence is a just punishment for someone who sells narcotics.

(just deserts to mean what someone deserved)
The chairman cheated his stockholders but he got his just deserts when he was arrested and sent 
to prison for tax fraud.

Discussion:

Justice is a word that means fairness in the way people are treated. EX: If there were justice in 
the world, people who work hardest would make the most money. But many rich people have 
never worked. They inherited their money.  How would you finish this sentence, "If there were 
justice in the world, ___________________________________________________



Americans pride ourselves on having a “just” society. What do you see in American society that 
you don’t believe is “just”.

We have a legal term called “justifiable homicide”. It means you were justified (morally right) in 
killing someone. In other words, it was the right thing to do. In a recent school school shooting, a 
young man tackled the shooter and attempted to kill him. Most people agree he was justified in 
doing that because it saved the lives of others.   Can you think of any times you might be 
justified in killing someone?  If you awoke to find someone in your bedroom at night with a gun, 
would you be justified in shooting them?

If you justify yourself, you give an explanation for your behavior. EX: I spent a lot of money on 
my winter coat, but I feel justified because it is really cold here for about six months out of the 
year. It's important to have a high quality coat.     How do you justify spending a lot of money or 
time on something?

An injustice is the opposite of justice. It is something that is not fair. EX: It is an injustice that in 
our society teachers are paid less than garbage collectors.   Talk about some injustices you have 
heard about or experienced.
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