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argue: If you argue with someone you disagree with them, often angrily. You can argue for or argue against 
something. 
EX: The nurse argued with the patient who wouldn't take his medicine.
I argued for longer breaks between classes, but the principal didn't agree.    
I argued against arresting people for possession of marijuana, but the chief of police said the law must be 
followed.

Finish this sentence: My spouse and I never argue about __________________.
Who do you argue with the most?

persuade: If you persuade someone to do something, you get them to do it by convincing them it is a good idea. 
EX: Can you persuade Carol to go to English class? It would really help her.
I persuaded my mother to come home for the weekend.
I didn’t want to leave, but my brother persuaded me to go.
I can’t persuade my brother to get more exercise.

convince: If someone convinces you of something, they make you believe that it is true.
EX: I am convinced that Joe is using drugs.
I convinced my husband to take off work early.
The nuclear power industry is trying to convince the public it is safe.
I am not convinced that Joe will make a good husband.

convincing: This is the adjective form of the verb, “convince”. It means something that is believable.
EX: Jim made a convincing argument for buying a hybrid car.
The mayor gave a convincing talk on the need for more low income housing.
The young man that spoke to our club was very convincing.

controversy: something that causes people to argue
There is a controversy about who should be the next president.
The controversy over who should pay the bill, led to a fist fight. (What is a fist fight?)

Read this paragraph. Imagine that you are the person in charge of deciding the pool hours. Whose argument is 
the most convincing. Should the pool be open at night or not?
There is a controversy in our neighborhood over the pool hours. Some people think it is open too late at night. 
They say the bright lights and noise disturbs them. Others say it's great to be able to swim in the evenings before 
bed. They feel it's relaxing.

controversial: (the adjective form of controversy) 
Examples:The mayor’s comment about women was very controversial. 
The topic of women’s rights is controversial in some countries.
The president gave a controversial speech that caused many people to protest.

Students: Read the conversations below. Answer the questions.  In your own words explain what 
happened in the conversation. Define any underlined words or phrases.

Amy: I had an argument with Joe last week. 
Jack: It’s easy to have an argument with Joe. Joe loves to argue.
Amy: That’s true. Joe is very passionate about his beliefs. It’s difficult to get him to see the other side of an 
argument.
Jack: It is fine to have passionate beliefs. But he should not try to start an argument just so he can discuss his 
beliefs. 



Amy: I tried to persuade him to see my side, but he would not listen.
Jack: Sometimes I think Joe just likes to debate. I think he disagrees with you just so he can have an argument. 
He argues just for the sake of arguing.
Amy: He loves to try to convince people he is right.
Jack: I try to steer clear of anything controversial when I’m around Joe. I just talk about the weather.

Note: steer clear means to avoid someone or something. EX: I steer clear of discussions about politics and 
religion.

Questions:
1. Who did Amy argue with?
2. Who is the person who loves to argue?
3. What does Jack steer clear of?
4. What does Jack talk about when he is around Joe?

____________________________________________________________________________________

Sue: I don’t think we need a new health care system in this country. We have one of the best health care systems 
in the world! Why are we changing it? People from other countries come here for high quality medical care.
Sharon: I believe we need to change our health care system because it is too expensive. Many Americans can’t 
afford to buy health insurance. Some Americans are going overseas to have operations, because they can’t afford 
to have them here. I have a friend who had surgery in India. His insurance company paid for it and even paid to 
fly him over there.
Sue: Well, I don’t want to argue with you about it. Let’s just agree to disagree.
Sharon: I think we should have a national debate so that everyone can hear both sides of the controversy.
Sue: Most people already have their minds made up. I don’t think a debate would change anyone’s beliefs.

Questions:
1. Which of the two speakers  supports the current health care system?
2. Why is Sharon in favor of change?
3. Why are people having surgery overseas?
4. Do you think it's better for a nation to have very high quality medical care that many can't afford. Or is it better 

to sacrifice quality to provide basic health care to everyone?

_____________________________________________________________________________________

Jill: I tried to convince Papa to stop smoking, but I couldn’t persuade him.
Jane: Papa will never stop smoking. It doesn’t matter how much you argue with him about it.
Jill: I think we should persuade Mother to stop buying cigarettes for him.
Jane: He would just convince Tom to buy them for him.
Jill: Mother said she tried hiding his cigarettes, but Papa got really angry. They had a big argument and Papa 
made Mother cry.
Jane: If you want peace in the family, you should steer clear of Papa’s smoking. It is too controversial.

Questions:
1. What did jill try to convince Papa to do?
2. Does Jane think Papa will stop?
3. What trick did Mother try?
4. What was the result of Mother’s trick?
5. What advice does Jane give to have peace in the family?

Discussion:
1. What are some things you steer clear of?
2. What issues are you passionate about?
3. Did you argue with your parents when you were growing up? 



4. Do you and your parents have the same political beliefs? Do you ever debate them? 
5. Can you name someone who is argumentative (loves to argue) ?
6. Do you enjoying discussing controversial topics?
7. Are you easily persuaded in an argument?
8. Did you learn to debate in school?  Do you enjoy debating?
9. Is it OK to voice your opinions about controversial issues at work? 
10. Is being able to argue a positive or negative trait?


