
FUMC ESL Low Intermediate Lesson              That's Life Lesson 3: Security at the Airport


Pronunciation Practice: Say the word pairs, then say them in the sentences.


Read the story on page 16 of That's Life.  Answer the questions below. 

1. Why was Henry going to Miami?

2. What did Henry forget?

3. Henry ______________ the toothpaste in the ____________________.

4. Why  didn't Henry put the toothpaste in his suitcase?  Where did he put it?

5. What did Henry do with his suitcase at the airport?

6. What does the verb screen mean?

7. What did the security screener notice?

8. What size was Henry's toothpaste container?

9. What is the maximum allowed size?

10. What did the screener do with Henry's toothpaste?

11. Where did Henry go after his plane landed?

12. What did Henry do before he checked in?

13. What did Henry buy?

14. Three days later Henry returned _________________.

15. Why did the screener take Henry's toothpaste again?


Discuss:  
1. Have you ever had something taken at airport security?

2. Do you think the airport screening works to prevent terrorism?

3. Have you ever missed a flight because of a long security line?


Read this story and answer the questions. 
Beth was on the way to the airport. She was running late because traffic was bad. She finally 
arrived at the airport. But the airport long term parking lot was full. She didn't want to miss her 
flight. So she parked in the covered lot. There were many spaces there, but it cost $40 per day. 
Beth didn't want to pay that, but she didn't want to miss her flight either. She quickly parked in 
the covered lot and ran inside. She ran to the desk and checked her bag. She was feeling 

far - fir

Is it far?    Is that a fir tree?

pass - purse

Pass the salt.   Hand me the 
purse.

hard - heard

This is hard.  I heard.

heart - hurt

My heart is broken. My head 
hurts.

bath - birth

Give him a bath.  I was at the 
birth of the baby.

barn - burn

The barn burned.

star - stir

See the star?  Stir the soup.

fast - first

If you are fast, you will be first.

farm - firm

I live on a farm. This bed is firm.



better now. She had her bag checked and still had thirty minutes to get to her gate. Then she 
turned the corner and saw the security section. There was a very long line. Oh no, thought 
Beth. I will never make my flight now. She got in line. She was very anxious. The line moved 
slowly. There were many families with small children. It took a long time for them to go through 
the security screening. Finally, Beth made it to the front of the line. Beth put her carry-on bag 
on the x-ray machine. The security screener called her over. You have a water bottle in your 
bag with water in it. You can't take that through security. You will have to empty the water out. 
Beth apologized and emptied the water. At last, she was through security. But there was only 3 
minutes until her flight departed. She ran as fast as she could. Her carry-on bag was heavy. By 
the time she got to the gate, she was panting and sweating. She ran to the airline attendant 
and said, "I am Beth Rogers. I am on Flight 883. Has it left yet?"  

"Oh, no," said the attendant. Flight 883 has been delayed. It won't leave for another hour."

Beth sighed. She had hurried and worried because she was late. But the airplane was even 
later.  Beth collapsed into a chair. "All that trouble for nothing."


1. Why was Beth running late?

2. Airports have long term and short term parking. What is the difference?

3. Why didn't Beth park in the long term parking lot?

4. What was wrong with the covered lot?

5. Where do you usually park when you go to the airport?

6. Why did Beth feel better after checking her bag?

7. Why did Beth think she wouldn't make her flight after seeing the security line?

8. Why did the line move slowly?

9. Why did the screener call Beth over?

10. How much time did Beth have when she made it through security?

11. Why was Beth panting and sweating?

12. Had Beth's flight left yet?

13. Why did Beth say, "All that trouble for nothing?"

14. Have you ever had an experience like Beth?   Talk about it.

15. Do you like to get to the airport very early or a little later?

16. Have you ever missed a flight?

17. What does "board" an airplane mean?

18. What is an overhead bin?

19. Do you like the window seat, middle seat or aisle seat?

20. Do you like to be at the front of the plane or the back of the plane?

21. Do you ever sit in the exit row?

22. Do you listen to the safety briefing?

23. Do you pay attention to where the exits are?



