
FUMC ESL Low Intermediate Lesson ---- That's Life Lesson 2---Two Families on 12th St.


Read the story on page 10. Answer these questions.


1. How old is Aaron?	 

2. Who does he live with?

3. Who lives next door?

4. Who has more children, the Gorskis or the Parks?

5. Besides the children, who else lives with the Parks?

6. How does Aaron feel about visiting the Parks?

7. When did Aaron's life change a lot?

8. How did Aaron feel about his baby sister?

9. Why couldn't Aaron's mom spend much time with him?

10. Why did Aaron not want to go to the Parks?

11. Why did Aaron's mom say Olivia couldn't go out?

12. Where did Aaron want to leave Olivia?


Answer these questions about you. Listen to what the other students say and ask them 
questions. 

1. Do you live with your mother or father?

2. Do you live with an aunt, uncle or grandparents?

3. When you were growing up, did you live with your aunt, uncle or grandparents?

4. When you were growing up, did relatives live nearby?  Did you visit them by yourself?

5. Did you play with your neighbors when you were growing up?

6. Are you friendly with your neighbors here in Austin?

7. Do you ever invite other children to your home?

8. Would you mind babysitting for your friends or relatives?

9. Would you prefer living in a home with a big family or living in a home alone?

10. In your culture, is it common to have lots of kids or just a few kids? Is that changing?

11. What is your position in the family?  Are you the oldest sibling, the youngest, the middle?

12. Do you think more is expected from the oldest child?  Did you ever feel pressure from your 

family?

13. Do you get along well with your in-laws?

14. When you were growing up, did you do special things with your family on the weekends?

15. Did you ever feel like you didn't belong with your family?  In other words, you felt very 

different than your parents and siblings?

16. Would you rather raise your kids here or in your home country?  Why?

17. Did you share a room with siblings when you were growing up?

18. When you raised your children were you closer to your family or your in-laws?

19. If you could choose to have a visit from a family member or a visit from a friend, which 

would you choose?




20. Do you think there are some advantages to remaining single?


Teachers:  After discussing these questions with the group, call on a student and ask them to 
repeat what another student answered about some of the questions. This tests their listening 
and speaking skills.


Read this conversation and discuss.


Jen: I'm really upset with my in-laws.

Kay: Why? What's wrong?

Jen: My mother-in-law always demands to see the kids. If my parents come to visit, then I get 
a call from my mother-in-law wanting to know when she can come. She's very jealous of my 
mother.

Kay: I think that's natural for mother-in-laws to be jealous. After all, I'm sure you do talk to your 
mom more often than to your mother-in-law. And your mother-in-law wants to be able to spend 
time with the grandchildren too.

Jen: I suppose so. I am just so close to my mom. We talk almost every day. I don't feel as 
comfortable calling my husband's mother. She's a nice woman, but she isn't my mom. I don't 
have the same relationship with her.

Kay: Of course you don't. That's natural. But I think you should try to understand your mother-
in-law and invite her to come see the kids. Maybe do something special for her occasionally, 
like sending her a card telling how much you appreciate her. 

Jen: I suppose you're right. I always nag my husband to call his mom, but I don't think sons 
call their mothers as much as daughters do. At least my husband doesn't.

Kay: No, my husband doesn't call his mom that often either.  Sometimes I call my mother-in-
law and put the kids on the phone. She really enjoys talking to them and they love talking to 
her.

Jen: That's a good idea. You are a good daughter-in-law.


1-What do you think about Jen's complaints?

2-Who do you think is most understanding, Jen or Kay?

3-Did you ever have a problem with your mother-in-law getting jealous of your mom?


