
FUMC ESL 9-16-2019     Advanced Lesson


Pronunciation: B and V.  Make the B and V sounds. Pay attention to what your lips and 
tongue are doing as you sound B and V. Practice saying these words and phrases. 

Read these conversations with a partner and explain what is happening in the  
conversation. Tell the meaning of the underlined idioms. 

Tad:  Here I am at work, starting another year at this boring job. Oh well, another day another 
dollar.

Kim: If you hate it so much, why don't you quit?

Tad: And do what? Who is going to hire me with no high school diploma. 

Kim: But you're a talented guy. I don't know anyone with your talent at designing websites.

Tad: Well thanks, but it's hard for me to even get an interview when I have no degree. And, no, 
I do not want to spend time getting a GED (graduate equivalency exam). 

Kim: Well, if no one else will hire you, have you thought about starting your own web design 
company.

Tad: I've thought about it, but it's hard to have time to work on it when I'm putting in 12 hour 
shifts here. And I can't really cut back on my hours and still be able to pay my rent. It's kind of 
a catch 22.

Kim: I get it. And I'm not in your shoes, so I can't criticize your decision. It just seems to be a 
horrible waste of a clever mind to see you working here at this dead end job.


1. Explain Tad's dilemma.  

2. What is a catch 22?

3. What does Kim mean when he says, "I'm not in your shoes."

4. Do you ever feel like the job you have is a waste of your talents?

5. Do you feel these same frustrations sometimes? In other words, you can't get a job for 

which you are qualified because you don't have an American degree or your English is 
weak? How do you deal with that frustration?


Jeff:  Bill have you met my brother, Mike?

Bill:  No, nice to meet you Mike. But, Jeff, I thought you were an only child. 

Jeff:  Mike is my brother from another mother. We have the same dad.

Bill:  Oh, I see. So he's your half brother.

Jeff:  Yeah, but we don't think like that. I'm as close to Mike as anyone. After my mom died, my 
Dad remarried. Mike is fourteen years younger than me, but we're great friends. Because we're 
so far apart in age we were never at each other's throats like normal brothers can be. You 
would think we wouldn't be close since we're so far apart in age, but Mike is really mature for 
someone so young. He's only 21, but he's head and shoulders above most college kids. He 
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doesn't spend his weekends getting drunk and chasing girls. He's solidly focused on what he 
wants to become.

Bill: It's good to know you're close with Mike. I never had any siblings. My wife and I have a 
little girl, but she's five now and we're on the fence about whether to have another child. My 
daughter thinks she would love to have a sister. On the other hand, she enjoys being the center 
of attention for us.


1. Talk about your siblings. Are you close?  Did you fight like cats and dogs when you were 
growing up?  What is the age difference between you and your siblings?


2. Is it better to have your kids close together, or spread them out by a few years? What are 
the advantages and disadvantages to both ways?


3. Would you ever consider having just one child?  What are the advantages and 
disadvantages?


Read each sentence. Decide if this is something you can imagine yourself saying. If not, 
explain why you would never say something like this. Be sure you understand the 
meaning of the underlined phrases. 

1. I can't be bothered to clean up the dishes every night, so I just leave them in the sink.

2. I'm in a tight spot right now and cash is a little short. Could you lend me $100 dollars?

3. Don't bother your little head about our finances. That's a man's job to worry about money.

4. Do you mind if I smoke in your house? 

5. Don't bother me!   I'm trying to read this proposal. You know I can't concentrate unless 

there is complete silence.

6. I don't bother balancing my checkbook each month. I figure the bank knows what they're 

doing, so I just use their balance.

7. I am a creature of habit. I tend to follow the same schedule day after day.

8. I tend to keep my emotions hidden. I don't like to bare my soul to anyone.



