
FUMC ESL 10-10-2019	 High Intermediate Lesson


PRONUNCIATION:   Pronouncing multiple syllable words requires knowing which syllables to 
stress. When a syllable is stressed we usually emphasize it or say it a bit louder. Pronounce 
each word below and tell which syllable is being stressed.


Notice that all of the first row words have the stess on the first syllable and the second row has 
the stress on the second syllable. The rule is that nouns and adjectives usually stress the first 
syllable, and verbs the second, but there are many exceptions to this rule.


Say these verbs and tell if the stress is on the first of second syllable.


How many exceptions to the rule did you find?


Rule #2: When the same word is used as a noun and a verb, the first syllable is stressed in the 
noun and the second in the verb.  For example: My brother will escort me to the party. He will 
be my escort. In the first sentence, "escort" is used as a verb. In the second, as a noun.


More examples: Read both sentences. Tell which is the verb and which the noun. Do they 
follow the rule?


The noun-verb combinations above have similar meanings. But some noun verb combinations 
have very different meanings. Read these sentence pairs and explain the difference in meaning.


1. Go to the produce section and look for the apples.   This part of the country does not 
produce much fruit because it is too cold.


2. He won't refuse you if you ask nicely.  The refuse in the street built up during the sanitation 
workers strike.


3. The object you are looking for is in the cabinet.   I wouldn't object to you going with her.

4. I will present my ideas at the next meeting.   She brought him a present.


silly climate kitten knowledge narrow teacher parent

renew observe adjust require decide extend deny

follow capture borrow measure tackle question comment

upset threaten balance record rescue anger refuse

Lowering the price will increase sales. The increase in sales will make higher profits.

Did the man insult your mother? The insult hurt her feelings.

The store would not refund my money. I spent my refund on new clothes.

My little brother has always been a rebel. He rebels against the rules.

The police are questioning the suspect. I suspect he did it.



5. The teacher corrected the student's conduct.   He will conduct the orchestra for the first 
time.


Pronounce these 3 syllable words. Mark the syllable that is stressed.


Discuss: 
1-Compliment someone in your group.

2-What is one request you would always refuse?

3-Name some products your area of the country produces.

4-What do you usually buy in the produce section of the grocery store?

5-Are you a rebel or a rule follower? Give an example.

6-What would you do if you suspected a roommate was stealing from you?

7-Explain this conversation:

	 Student: I can't turn in my homework because the dog ate it.

	 Teacher: Don't insult my intelligence. That's the dumbest excuse ever.


8-Explain this sentence: I was already late for work. Then to add insult to injury, in my hurry I 
tripped on the stairs and tore a hole in my pants.


9-Explain this sentence:  We traded insults for a while, then we settled down and tried to work 
out our differences.


10. Explain this sentence: She told me my hair looked much better today. That was a back-
handed compliment. Now I understand she thinks my hair looks bad most days.


11. Tell what you think this quote means:  Justice delayed is justice denied.

12. Talk about a time when you felt justice was denied.


attention adequate bicycle banana certainly compliment electric

curious familiar understand potato referee kangaroo recommend


