
FUMC ESL  10-17-2019    Advanced Lesson


Introduce yourself and tell what your profession is.  

Read this article. Underline vocabulary you don’t know. Discuss the questions with your group.

Plastic six-pack rings are the bane of conservationists — images of sea birds and turtles entangled in 
them serve as constant reminders that consumer culture and the environment don’t get along. But thanks 
to an innovation from a Florida-based brewery, we can feel a little better about enjoying a six-pack.

Saltwater Brewery has partnered with the ad agency, “We Believers”, to create what they say is the first 
fully edible beer can packaging. Made from byproducts of the brewing process such as wheat and barley, 
their six-pack holders are fully biodegradable and completely digestible. Rather than ensnaring curious 
animals in a corset of litter, the company’s six-pack rings could serve as a satisfying snack. And if nothing 
is biting, the rings quickly decompose. Plus, the drink holders are just as strong as the plastic variety.

1. Talk about other ways consumer culture and the environment don’t get along.
2. Are most people willing to sacrifice the convenience of plastics to protect the environment? For 

example, do you think most people are willing to give up using plastic water bottles and plastic 
grocery bags?

3. Do you personally make sacrifices in the way you live to safeguard the environment?
4. Are there litter laws in your country? Do you believe people should be fined for littering?
5. Some people protest when new factories are built near their home because they worry about the 

destruction to the environment. But others promote building factories as they provide jobs for the 
people. What’s more important, increasing people’s standard of living, or protecting the environment?

6. In your country, do most people recycle? Does your government actively encourage recycling?

Read these two conversations. The idioms are underlined. Discuss their meaning.

Greta: Are you unhappy, Claude? 
Claude: Not a bit. Couldn’t be happier. Sorry, I must go. I’ve not a moment to spare. On my way 
to meet an old girlfriend.
Greta: That sounds interesting. 
Claude: I’ll have to ask you not to breathe a word about it. It’s a bit of a secret. Not a living soul 
knows about her and I’d like to keep it that way.
Greta: Well, Claude. I don’t give a hoot who you are seeing. You could be dating my 
grandmother, and I wouldn’t bat an eye. But I wasn’t born yesterday, Claude. And I think there is 
more to this story then meets the eye.
Claude: Greta, you do go on about things.  Don’t give it another thought. You don’t know the 
first thing about my social life. Just mind your own business.
Greta: Well I do know you’re not made of money, Claude. So be careful that you don’t spend all 
your resources wining and dining this old girlfriend.
Claude: No need to worry about that. This girl wouldn’t set foot in a swanky restaurant. She’s a 
real nature lover. Likes to be outside, take hikes, that sort of thing. She's a cheap date.
Greta: Don’t you think you are  a bit old to be running about town with a girl on your arm?
Claude: You might be right. But nothing ventured, nothing gained.
Greta: You always were the kind of guy to enjoy pretty women. I guess old habits die hard.



Claude: I suppose that’s true. I’m off and running. See you later.
Greta: Claude, just be sure you’re on your best behavior. 
Claude: On my honor.

Greta: Jane, have you heard about Claude’s girlfriend?
Jane: I heard he was seeing someone. But there’s nothing to it. Claude loves to be at home in 
his easy chair with his fuzzy slippers on. 
Greta: Oh he is definitely going out with someone. I ran into him the other day and he couldn’t 
wait to get away from me. I have nothing against him going out. He’s not half bad looking, even 
as old as he is.
Jane: He’s not that old. Granted, he’s no spring chicken, but I don’t think he’s over 70.   No 
doubt, he gets lonely sometimes, like everyone else. I say if he can get an old girlfriend 
interested in him again, then more power to him. 
Greta: Well the whole thing just seems so foolish to me. 
Jane: You know what they say, “There’s no fool like an old fool.”
Greta: They also say, “A fool and his money are soon parted.” I worry this girl will take 
advantage of Claude.  Maybe I should try to talk to him again.
Jane: Don’t waste your breath. Claude has always been his own man. He’s never been well-
disposed towards people that try to tell him how to live his life.

DISCUSS:
1. Do you think Greta is a busy-body?
2. Do you think she’s jealous of Claude’s happiness?
3. What do you think of Claude?  Is he too old to be chasing women?
4. Jane seems surprised that Claude would go out. How does she describe how he likes to 

spend his time?
5. Why do you think Claude wanted to keep his old girlfriend secret?
6. Do you think Greta should give Claude advice?  Do you think Claude would take her 

advice?
7. Do you think Claude really is seeing an old girlfriend, or was he just using that as an excuse 

to get away from Greta?
8. Do you think Greta would like to go out with Claude? 
9. Would you advise an older person not to date?
10. At what age is a person “old”?
11. Would you feel alright about one of your parents dating if their spouse died? 
12. Is it OK for an older man to date a younger woman?  Is it OK for an older woman to date a 

younger man?
13. In your country, are widows and widowers expected to remain single after losing their 

partner?


