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Present Continuous Tense uses a "to be" verb (am, is, are) plus the "ing" form of the verb.  EX: I 
am waiting for Tina.   She is watching TV.  We are going to the movies.

Present Perfect Tense uses "have or has" plus the past participle of the verb. EX: I have waited 
for Tina for ten minutes. She has watched TV all day.  We have gone to the movies every day 
this week.

This can be tricky if you don't know the irregular verbs. Fill in the blanks with the past and past 
participle of these irregular verbs.

Put either a present continuous or a present perfect verb phrase in these sentences. 
Warning: Some of these sentences can use either the present continuous or present perfect. 
Mark the sentences where either is correct.  Be aware that some of these require a negative to 
make sense (isn't, aren't, hasn't, haven't)

(go) She ______________ to class for days.

(know) We _________________ Sally for years.

(see) Molly ________________ this movie yet.

(break) Mom, come quickly. The boys __________________ the baby's toys.

(ride) The children _________________ their bicycles in the street. Go tell them to stop.

(hide) Mother __________________ the eggs while we entertain the children.

(ring) That bell _________________ all afternoon. I wish it would stop.

These sentences have incorrect verb tenses. Correct them.

present past past participle

go

know

see

break

ride

hide

ring

I have went to Spain every summer for years. We have seen Sally yesterday.

I am liking you. We are wishing for a puppy every year, but we 
never get it.

The package hasn't arrive yet. I look for the lost keys, but I couldn't find them.



Time Idioms: Students read the sentences and explain the meaning.

1. At a time like this you need good friends to support you. You don't need anyone giving you a 
hard time.

2. Try it again. Third times the charm.
3. At a time like this I just need to be alone. They say, "Time heals all wounds." Only time will 

tell.
4. You are so far behind the times! No one uses a land line anymore.
5. Time flies when you're having fun.
6. If I could turn back the hands of time, I'd do many things differently.
7. Jack has too much time on his hands. He'd get in less trouble if he had a job.
8. You pay a little more now to get the top brand of washing machine, but in the long run it will 

save you money.
9. Trains here never run on time.
10. We are running out of time if we want to make it to the train station on time.
11. We made it in the nick of time!
12. In my spare time, I am practicing the piano.
13. As time goes by I realize I was too hard on my kids. I should have had more patience.
14. You can't fool me with that old trick. I wasn't born yesterday you know.

Discuss:
• when someone gave you a hard time
• when time healed your wounds
• what you do that is behind the times
• what you would do if you could turn back the hands of time
• something you pay more for because in the long run it saves money
• trains running on time in your country
• what you do in your spare time

She isn't here. She has went out. Jed has wrote many books.

She has went home already. Have you starting your new job yet?


