
FUMC ESL 11-14-2019 Advanced Lesson

Pronunciation: Practice these word pairs.

NOTE:
Babble means to speak meaningless sounds. EX: Babies babble before they begin to talk.
Battle is a fight between armies. The Battle of the Bulge was a major German offensive during 
WWII.
Jibe means to be in accord or agreement. EX: These figures don't jibe. You need to add them 
up again.
Jive can refer to a type of swing dance or street slang. EX: She grew up in the ghetto talking 
street jive.
Lacking means not having something. EX: She is lacking in all the social graces.
Lagging means falling behind. Dan is slow. He is always lagging behind.

Read the conversations or paragraphs below and answer the questions.

Jack:  Hey where's the fire? Slow down. There's no need to run. 
Dave:  I don't want to be late to class. 
Jack:  Since when do you care about being late?  You're always late.
Dave:  Not anymore. I've turned over a new leaf. From now on I'm going to be on time.
Jack:  And what prompted this change of character, may I ask?
Dave:  My professor pointed out that being late was disrespectful. He threatened to lower my 
grade if I didn't arrive on time. 
Jack:  Well, I'll be. I never thought you'd worry about time, Dave.

Which statements are true?
1. There is a fire in the classroom.
2. Jack hates to be late.
3. Dave has a habit of being late?
4. Dave has raked some leaves.
5. Dave is trying to be on time.
6. Dave has decided to change.
7. The professor told Dave it was OK to be a little late.
8. The professor might raise Dave's grade if he is on time.

Bob looks at his watch one more time, then sees Janie walk into the restaurant:

Janie, you're late. Again! No, you weren't stuck in traffic because I checked and there were NO 
traffic jams the thirty minutes before you got here. Yes, I know you texted me and warned me 
you would be late, but you texted me an hour ago and said you would be five more minutes, so 

babble - battle stable - staple tidy - tiny slipper - 
supper

lather - ladder marble - 
marvel

jibe - jive Ruth - roof offer - author lacking - 
lagging

mellow - 
meadow

belly - Betty



that doesn't fly either. And by the way, I saw the instagram you just posted showing you 
shopping at Nordstroms. So, you're busted. You have no excuses.  

You blew me off because you feel like you are more important than me. You think it's just fine to 
make me sit and wait for you because my time is not at all valuable. I've been holding this table 
in a very crowded restaurant, getting snarls from the manager because you just had to work in a 
shopping trip before you met me. That's rude. That's inconsiderate. And I'm very tired of it. I 
promised a friend I would meet him for a drink at 9 in the bar down the street. And since it's 
8:45, I need to go because I do not want to be LATE!   Have a nice dinner and no, I won't be 
asking you to join me again.

1. Bob is angry because...
2. We can't see what Janie said, but we know she gave Bob two excuses. What were they?
3. Is it OK to be late if you text the person you are meeting and tell them you'll be late?
4. Janie appears to be a chronically late person. Do you know anyone like this? How do you 

feel about them?  Does it make you angry when people are late?
5. How do you avoid being late?
6. Why does Bob leave Janie at the restaurant?
7. How long would you wait on someone who was late?  15 minutes,  30 minutes,  an hour,  

more?
8. Do you think Bob was being too tough on Janie?
9. Some cultures value being on time more than others. Which type is your culture?
10. Americans, especially older ones, value being on time very highly. Is this a problem for you 

when you plan to meet someone?
11. Do you think people arrive on time because they have a better sense of how long things 

take?  Or is it just that they are more respectful?

Stacy:  The bus is supposed to be here at 9:05. And the buses here are regular as clockwork. 
So don't be late.
John: Don't worry. I'll be there at 9:05  on the dot. Punctuality is important to me.
Stacy: I'm glad to hear you say that because I know you've been late in the past. You might 
want to shoot for 9. That way you'll have a little time to spare.

Which statements are true.
1. The buses here are chronically late.
2. John plans to be there by 9. 
3. Stacy is worried about John arriving on time.
4. Stacy tells John to practice his shooting.
5. Stacy thinks John should build a little extra time in so he doesn't miss the bus.
6. Of the two, who do you think is more time conscious?
7. If you were invited to a party that began at 8, what time would you probably arrive?
8. Do you spend a lot of time preparing for a trip, or do you just throw a few things in the 

suitcase and go?
9. What's your favorite time of day?
10. If you are a punctual person and your partner is not, how do you solve this issue?


