
FUMC ESL 11-18-2019  High Intermediate Lesson   Pronouncing Multi-syllable Words, Part 2

Tell whether the underlined words are verbs, nouns or adjectives.. Explain the difference in the meaning.

BEN:  The cost of living has increased significantly. But there has been little increase in wages. So many 
people have to make do with less. It isn’t fair. The factory owners are getting wealthy, while the workers 
sink into poverty. I joined a protest group at our company. We protested against more raises for the 
managers. We wanted our salaries raised to match the cost of living. I hope I don't get fired because I 
participated in a protest.

1. What is the "cost of living"?
2. What does "make do" mean?
3. What does "sink into poverty" mean?
4. What is a "salary"?
5. What is Ben's complaint?
6. What did the group protest against??
7. Do you think Ben will get fired?
8. Do you think Ben should get fired?
9. If you were Ben, would you protest?
10. Do people in your country have the feeling that the rich are getting richer and the poor poorer?

SUSIE:  We went to the basketball game the other night. The referees were really awful and our team 
lost. Most people felt we would have won if the referees hadn’t made so many bad calls. Lots of people 
were booing the referees. A few people threw paper cups onto the court. The bad behavior of the fans 
upset me. But my husband was angry because the game was an upset. Our team was expected to win 
and played well enough to win if it weren’t for all the penalties. The men who refereed the last game were 
much better.

1. What did people think about the referees?
2. How did the people react to the referees bad calls?
3. What upset Susie?
4. How did Susie's husband feel?
5. What is an "upset" in sports?
6. Is it OK to boo the referees? Is this impolite? 
7. What would you have done in this situation?

SANDRA: I bought a pair of shoes several weeks ago. After wearing them a few times, my feet hurt. A 
blister formed on my heel because the shoes were too loose. I took them back to the store and asked for 
a refund. The employee said they couldn’t refund my money because I had worn the shoes. I asked her 
how I could know the shoes would hurt my feet if I didn’t wear them. She told me it was against store 
policy to refund money on something that was worn. I felt cheated.

1. Do you think Sandra was being unreasonable when she expected to get money back for shoes that 
were worn?

2. Have you ever had this experience?
3.  What should Sandra have done? 
4. Do you think it would be helpful to ask to speak to a manager? 
5. Should Sandra post a negative online review of the store? 
6. Would you return shoes after they had been worn?



TRACY:  My father is an invalid. He was injured in the last war. Recently he had to go to the hospital. 
They told him his insurance was invalid because he had failed to pay the premiums.  My father thought he 
had paid the premiums. He is old and gets confused. I don't know what will happen now that his 
insurance is invalid. He can't afford to pay the hospital for his care. 

1. How did Tracy's father become an invalid?
2. What did the hospital tell Tracy's father?
3. Why didn't he pay the premiums?
4. What do you think will happen to Tracy's father now?
5. What happens to people in your country who can't pay for medical care?

SLANG EXPRESSIONS: What do people mean when they say:

1. I beg your pardon.
2. That's beside the point.
3. Where to?
4. Need a lift?
5. Do you follow me?
6. Cut it out!
7. Were you raised in a barn?
8. It's backordered.
9. I got sacked.
10. I totaled my car.


