
FUMCESL 11-7-2019  High Intermediate Lesson  Time Expressions

Students, read each story and explain the meaning of the underlined phrases. Then answer the 
questions. (Teachers, it is a good idea to have them read these stories or conversations twice. 
Choose a different pair for the second reading.)

Pam:  Where have you been?  I haven't seen you for days.
Susan:  We've been out of town. We have a beach house on the coast. We have the time of our 
lives there.
Pam:  That sounds wonderful. Do you go there every weekend.
Susan:  No, we go every other weekend in the summer, but hardly at all in the winter.
Pam:  Sometime, when you are going, I'd love to go with you.
Susan:  It's nothing special. It's not a flashy place. The walls are plywood and the plumbing is 
primitive. I'm not sure you'd enjoy it. My husband loves to fish. It's his fishing cabin. It's not really 
a place guests would enjoy.

1. Does Susan enjoy the beach house?
2. How often does Susan go to the beach house?
3. How does Susan describe the house?
4. Do you think Susan is embarrassed about her beach house? 
5. There is a difference between a beach house and a fishing cabin. Why do you think Susan 

first said she had a beach house, then changed to a fishing cabin?
6. Do you think Susan doesn't want Pam to visit their beach house?
7. Do many people have second homes in your country?  Where are those homes usually 

located?

When Brad got home, there was no sign of his wife. Her car was not in the garage. He called 
her cell phone. She didn't answer, so he left a message. "Hi, honey. I just called to say, I love 
you, and I'm sorry about the argument last night. You're right.  I do ignore you sometimes. I'll try 
to do better. Maybe we could go to dinner tonight, just the two of us. I'll make reservations at La 
Mansion. See you later." 

As he hung up the phone, he noticed an envelope on the counter. He opened it and found this 
note.

By the time you read this, I'll already be gone. After our argument last night, I've decided that, 
for the time being, we should live apart. So I'm headed to our mountain house where I can be 
alone and think. For now, I think it's best if you don't try to contact me. Time after time I have 
begged you to make time for me. But your life is just too busy to pay attention  to your me.  At 
times, I wonder if you ever think of me at all. As time goes by, we drift farther and farther apart. 
It's time for a change. I am lonely and sad. I'm not getting any younger. I want to spend my last 
years with someone who truly loves me. At this time of life, feeling loved is all that matters to 
me.

1. What did Brad's phone message tell you about Brad's feelings?

2. How do you think Brad feels after reading this note?

3. Do you think Brad's marriage is over?




4. Do you think Brad is willing to change and be more loving to his wife?

5. Do you think Brad's wife did the right thing by leaving her home?

6. Do you think absence will make her heart grow fonder?

7. What does Brad's wife think is the most important thing at her time of life?

8. Which advice would you give Brad:

	 Follow your wife to the mountains and make up with her.

	 Honor your wife's request and don't contact her until she is ready.


Tracy:  Stella, thank goodness. I caught you in the nick of time. 

Stella: Hi, Tracy. I was just heading home to pick up my suitcase. Is our trip still on? I'm really 
excited about a girl's weekend.

Tracy: That's what I wanted to talk to you about. I just heard from my husband that our beach 
house was broken into.

Stella: Oh no. That's terrible.  When did it happen?

Tracy: It all happened in the blink of an eye. A neighbor saw a stranger on our deck last night. 
He ran in to call the police. But in no time the burglar forced open a window and got in. He 
grabbed everything valuable and ran out to a van. By the time the police arrived, the burglar 
was long gone.

Stella: That's awful. So is the trip cancelled?

Tracy: Not cancelled, but delayed. I was planning for you and I to go down ahead of time to 
get everything ready before the others arrived. But now, I have to arrange for new locks on the 
windows. So we will have to leave later. I'm sorry. I know your time is precious.

Stella:  Take your time, Tracy. I can always kill an hour here at work.

Tracy: I was planning on stopping at a restaurant on the way down. But to save time, I think we 
should just pick up some take out. That way we can make up for lost time. I think it will still be 
after 9 o'clock by the time we get there.

Stella: Don't worry about it. Better late than never. I've been working around the clock and I'm 
really looking forward to having a weekend off.

Tracy: Thanks so much for understanding and not giving me a hard time about this. As soon as 
I'm ready, I'll let you know.


1. Where was Stella going when Tracy caught her?

2. What is a girl's weekend?

3. What happened to the beach house?

4. How did the burglar get in?

5. Why is the trip delayed?

6. What will Stella do while she waits on Tracy?

7. What will they do to save time?

8. Was Stella mad that they would arrive after 9?

9. Has Stella been working a lot of hours?

10. Did Stella give Tracy a hard time about the delay?

11. Have you ever been on a girl's weekend (or a guys weekend if you're a man)?

12. Does a weekend without your spouse sound like fun?


