
FUMC ESL 1-13-2020 High Intermediate Lesson


We learned a lot of new vocabulary words last lesson. Today we'll work with these words in 
conversations. Read these conversations. Talk about the meaning of the underlined words. 
Answer the questions.


Patricia:  How do you and your girlfriend get along since you don't speak the same language?

Chad:  We manage. She is eager to learn English and tries to speak English as much as 
possible. I supply words that she doesn't know. And I know a few words and sentences in 
French, so we get along all right.

Patricia:  I hear you are planning on traveling next month.

Chad: Yes we are. I've always wanted to visit Italy and now is the perfect time because my 
brother has rented a house in the Italian Lake District. He sent pictures. It's a lovely, serene 
location looking out over a beautiful lake.

Patricia: That sounds wonderful. Why is your brother living in Italy? I thought he worked here.

Chad: He's only living there for this year. My brother is devoted to the study of Renaissance 
art. And Italy is filled with churches and museums that display Renaissance art. So my brother 
plans to stay there a year to pursue his studies and view Renaissance paintings.

Patricia: What about your brother's wife? Didn't she have a high powered job in commercial 
real estate? Will she stay in the United States while he is in Italy? 
Chad: Oh, no. She is taking a year off and will join my brother in Italy. She's devoted to my 
brother and couldn't stay apart for even a few weeks.

Patricia: Your brother is very fortunate to be able to afford to live in Italy for a year without 
working. Where does he get his money?

Chad: I'd rather not talk about that.

Patricia: Why are you being so secretive? Are you resentful that your brother is able to afford 
to live in Italy while you have to keep working?

Chad: I'm not at all resentful. He has been fortunate with his investments and deserves 
everything he has. But how he did it isn't really anyone's business.


1. Do Chad and his girlfriend struggle to communicate with each other?

2. What is Chad's girlfriend eager to do?

3. Where are Chad and his girlfriend going?   Why is now the perfect time to go?

4. What is Chad's brother devoted to? 

5. What is a high powered job?  What kinds of jobs are high powered jobs in your country?

6. Why won't Chad's brother's wife stay in the U.S. where she can make a lot of money?'

7. Was it polite of Patricia to ask how Chad's brother makes his money?

8. Is Patricia right to accuse Chad of being secretive, or is Patricia being rude to ask such 

questions?

9. Do you think Chad resents Patricia asking him personal questions about his brother?

10. What would you say to someone who asked you a personal question? What kinds of 

questions should you never ask someone in your country?

11. How difficult is it for you to communicate with Americans? Is it easier to understand British 

English or American English?




Sam:  I manage a convenience store. I work hard. I only manage to get off one day a week. I'm 
responsible for ordering supplies and hiring cashiers. I work long hours, but I feel fortunate to 
have a job at all. Many of my friends are looking for jobs.

Teresa:  I can't find a job. Fortunately, my parents have been very supportive. They let me live 
with them rent free.

Sam: You are lucky your parents are so devoted to you. My parents tell me I have to make it on 
my own.  And my mom is not too bashful to ask me to help her out when she needs money. 
She says now that I have a job, I should repay them for the money they spent on me when I 
was growing up.

Teresa: Do you resent that your mom wants you to pay them back for your care when you 
were a child?

Sam: I could be resentful of her about that. After all, most parents don't ask their kids to pay 
them for taking care of them as a child. But she is my mom and I love her. I don't mind helping 
her out once in a while. She doesn't hit me up for money that often. 


1. What is Sam's job?  What is he responsible for? 

2. What does Sam mean when he says he can only manage to get off one day a week?

3. Why does Sam feel fortunate?

4. Sam is responsible for ordering supplies. You can also use supplies as a verb. EX: Sam 

supplies his mother with money when she needs it. Who supplies you with money when 
you really need it?


5. How are Teresa's parents supportive of her?

6. What does "make it on my own" mean in this conversation?  Did your parents expect you 

to make it on your own when you finished your schooling?  In your country do most people 
find jobs right away after finishing school?


7. Does Sam resent his mom?

8. What does Sam mean by "hit me up for money"?  Has anyone ever hit you up for money?

9. Does Sam feel like it's a burden helping out his mom?  


Stacy:  Jim went to Hollywood to pursue a career in acting. 

Alice:  That's silly. He'll never make it in Hollywood. He's not handsome enough. He should 
pursue a career in science or business. He can make money at that. He can't support himself 
as an actor.

Stacy:  Jim isn't interested in science or business. I believe students should pursue their own  
interests. If he wants to become an actor, he should be free to try it.

Alice: Stacy, you know that's pie in the sky. The chances of making it in Hollywood are very 
small. He's wasting his time.


1. What does Alice think about Jim's plans?

2. What does Stacy think about Jim's plans?

3. Who do you agree with, Stacy or Alice?

4. What is "pie in the sky"?

5. Would you ever tell your child that they were being silly for pursuing their dreams? Would 

your parents ever tell you that, or are they very supportive of your dreams?

6. When you told your family you were moving to the U.S., how did they feel about it?



