
FUMC ESL 1-22-2020 ADVANCED LESSON

Students: Take turns reading the parts in this novella.


Linda:  James, I'd like you to meet Sara Simms.

Sara: Don't get up Mr. Johnson. It's so nice to meet you. I've heard so many great things about you.

James:(rising from his chair)  It's my pleasure, Ms. Simms. Won't you sit down. I'm just ordering coffee. 
Would you like something?

Sara: No, thank you. I don't want to disturb you. I just wanted to be able to say I've met the famous 
James Johnson. 

James: Well why don't you have a cup of coffee with me and we'll get acquainted. Then you can brag 
that you actually know the famous James Johnson.

Sara: Are you sure I'm not bothering you?

James: I will never be bothered by a lovely woman like yourself. And strangely enough, you look very 
familiar. Have we met before?

Sara: No, but you may have seen me on the stage. I had a small part in the play, Hamilton.

James: That explains it then. I saw that play several times. It was so well done. 

Sara: It was a great experience. I've only been in New York for a little over a year.

James: Really! Well you're to be congratulated. Some people try for years to get a part in a major 
Broadway play. You are obviously a very talented young woman.

Sara: Thank you. Mostly, I just got lucky. I happened to show up on the day one of the actresses broke 
her ankle. So I got hired as her replacement. I think they were kind of desperate. The show was 
supposed to open in two days.

James: (laughing) What a great story. I wouldn't tell everyone that, though. Just let them think you got 
the part because of your amazing talent.


1. Explain this conversation in your own words.

2. What can you assume about James Johnson from this conversation?

3. Do you think Sara has an ulterior motive?

4. Is James Johnson flirting with Sara?

5. What is bragging?

6. Why was the director of the play desperate?


Linda: Well, I'm glad to see you two getting along so well. But, James, your wife is looking for you. She 
mentioned needing to get home.

James: (getting up) Duty calls. It was such a pleasure visiting with you, Sara. Here is my card. If you ever 
need anything, don't hesitate to call.

Sara: Thank you, Mr. Johnson. I really enjoyed talking with you.


1. Explain the conversation.

2. Do you think James' wife has an ulterior motive for wanting to suddenly go home?

3. What does James mean when he says, "duty calls".  Is this insulting his wife?


Sara: Wow, I can't believe I just spent thirty minutes talking to James Johnson. He's iconic in New York. 
He's starred in so many productions. And I can't believe that he's still so handsome, even though he 
must be over 70.

Linda: He's a nice man. He takes a genuine interest in new talent. And I'm very impressed he gave you 
his card. He doesn't often do that. But don't let it go to your head. James has always been a sucker for a 
beautiful girl. Just be aware, his wife keeps him on a short leash.

Sara: You mean she doesn't trust him?




Linda: Something like that. I have heard his name linked romantically with several leading ladies in the 
past. His wife tries to steer him away from any beautiful woman who he seems to be getting interested 
in. So keep your wits about you. You don't want to get into hot water with James' wife. She's got 
powerful friends on Broadway and  could nip your career in the bud if she chose too. 

Sara: I see. So she rules the roost in the family.

Linda: That's one way to put it.


1. What does "iconic" mean?

2. What does "take a genuine interest" mean?

3. What does "keep on a short leash" mean?

4. If your name is linked romantically with someone, what does that mean?

5. What does "steer him away" mean?

6. What does "keep your wits about you" mean?  Why is Linda telling Sara this?

7. What does "get into hot water" mean?

8. What can James' wife do to nip Sara's career in the bud?

9. What does "rule the roost" mean?


Discuss:

Who rules the roost in your family?

Name an iconic person in your country.

What kind of person is Sara?

Does Linda have Sara's best interest at heart?


Sara: Jan, you won't believe it, but I had coffee and a long chat with James Johnson today.

Jan: THE James Johnson. The most famous leading man in New York.

Sara: The same. 

Jan: Well spill, Sara. What was he like? Is he as handsome in person as on the stage? Was he a jerk? I 
hear he's a big flirt.

Sara: Slow down. He was very nice, a complete gentleman. And yes he is amazingly handsome. He was 
very complimentary of my talent. But he might have just been flirting. Linda warned me later that he 
loves the ladies. He gave me his card and told me to call if I needed anything.

Jan: That's incredible. Will you call him?

Sara: Not right away. But in a couple of weeks, I think I will call him. I'm auditioning for a part in Terence 
McNally's new play. I know it's a real long shot as some really famous actors and actresses are 
auditioning. 

Jan: I'm sure a word from James Johnson would open many doors for you, Sara. That could be 
invaluable.

Sara: Undoubtedly. But I'll have to be careful. I'm actually kind of afraid of his wife after talking to Linda. 
It sounds like Ramona Johnson wears the pants in that household.


1. Why does Jan say "THE James Johnson"?

2. What is a leading man?

3. What does Jan mean when she says, "spill"?

4. What is a big flirt?  Do you think James is a big flirt?

5. What does Sara mean when she says, "he loves the ladies"?

6. What is a "long shot"?

7. What does Jan mean, "he could open doors"?

8. Who wears the pants in the Johnson family?


