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Linda:  I introduced Sara Simms to James Johnson the other day.

Paul:  Well I'm sure all of New York knows about it by now. She's such a name dropper. 
She constantly tries to impress people with all the famous people she knows. 

Linda:  She is very intentional about meeting well known actors and actresses. When 
she saw James, she hurried over to me and asked me to introduce her to him.

Paul:  She's a real social climber. She got absurdly lucky in getting put into the 
Hamilton cast at the last minute. She isn't particularly talented. She trades on her 
looks. 

Linda: You can't deny that she's pretty.

Paul: She's pretty in her own way, though blondes have never been my thing. Give me 
a dark haired, dark eyed beauty any day.

Linda: Paul, you're awful. I'm sure Sara is a very nice person. Clearly, you're not a fan 
of hers.

Paul: That's an understatement. I detest Sara Simms. She's a little snob. She's getting 
ideas above her station. She's a neophyte who needs to work hard and learn the ropes 
like everyone else. She hopes to shortcut that and thrust herself to the forefront of 
Broadway. And you can bet she has plans to use poor old James Johnson to get what 
she wants. I hear she has her sights set on a part in the new Terence McNally play. 
There's not a chance in hell she'll get that without pulling strings.

Linda: James seemed to like her.  He handed her his card as he left.

Paul: James Johnson likes everything in a skirt. I bet his wife was on top of that.

Linda: Actually she did ask me to tell James she was ready to go home.

Paul: Yes, I thought so. Ramona Johnson isn't going to let a young thing like Sara 
Simms horn in on her man. She's a tiger. Sara Simms will get slashed if she tangles 
with Ramona. Nothing makes Ramona hot under the collar like a woman after her man.


1. What is a name dropper? 

2. What does Linda mean when she says that Sara is very intentional about meeting 

well known actors?

3. What does "you can't deny that she's pretty" mean?

4. What does it mean to be "pretty in your own way". Is this a compliment or an insult.

5. What is an understatement?

6. What is a "snob"?

7. Why does Paul say Sara hopes to shortcut hard work?

8. If you aren't a fan of someone, do you like them?

9. Paul says Sara is a neophyte. What does he mean?

10. Sara "has her sights set" on a part. What does this mean?

11. What is "pulling strings"?




12. What is meant by "James likes everything in a skirt"?  Is James a "womanizer"?

13. If you are "on top of the situation," what are you?

14. What does Paul mean when he says Ramona is not the type to let a woman "horn 

in on her man"?

15. What does Paul mean when he says Sara will get slashed if she tangles with 

Ramona?

16. What makes Ramona "hot under the collar"?  What does that idiom mean?

17. What do you think of each of these characters?

18. What do you think will happen to Sara?


Susan:  Have you heard? Sara Simms is going to play Matilda in the new McNally play.

Amy:  You're kidding. How did she get that part? I heard Bernadette Peters was 
auditioning. Surely Sara didn't beat out Bernadette.

Susan:  Bernadette will play the leading lady. Sara will play Matilda, the younger sister.

Amy:  Still that's a good part with lots of lines. Sara is a newcomer. How did she swing 
that? Is she really that good?

Susan:  Word is she had James Johnson backing her.

Amy: That explains a lot. Though I don't know how Ramona let that happen. She tries 
to steer James away from friendships with young women.

Susan: Word is that Sara has charmed Ramona. Ramona feels like Sara is the 
daughter she never had. Ramona dotes on her.

Amy: You have to give Sara credit. She's a sharp cookie to realize that she has to win 
over Ramona before James can befriend her.


1. What does it mean if someone is "backing" you?  Does this mean the same as 
"have your back"?


2. Where does Ramona "steer" James?

3. What does it mean to "charm" someone?

4. Ramona "dotes" on Sara. Explain.

5. What is a "sharp cookie"?

6. What does "win over" mean?

7. Define "befriend".



