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Using Past Continuous Verb Tense-
You make past continuous with was/were plus an ing form of the verb. (was talking, were climbing) We 
use past continuous to talk about something that was happening in the past  when something else 
happened. So you will have two different verbs and verb tenses.  Read these examples:

a)Mia was washing the dishes when the doorbell rang.
b)When I was living with my parents, I saved a lot of money.
c)We were planning a trip to Spain when we found out my husband's company went bankrupt.
d)She wasn’t eating meat last month because she thought she should lose weight.
e)Sara was getting out of bed when she fell.
f)I was telling your mother about our trip to the lake when Charlie came in.
g)While we were watching TV, lightning struck.
h)I got to school after the bell because the bus was running late.

• What was Mia doing when the doorbell rang?
• When did you save a lot of money?
• What were you planning when your husband's company went bankrupt?
• Why wasn't she eating meat?
• What was she doing when she fell?
• What was your mother telling when Charlie came in?
• What were you doing when lightning struck?
• Why did you get to school after the bell?
• I was calling the police while he was breaking in.
• The doctor was talking to me while he was examining my foot.

Notice in these sentence there are two statements connected with "when", "but", "while" or "because".  In 
one we use the past continuous tense, in the other the past tense or past continuous tense.

EX: I was studying for my test when my computer froze.

Usually it doesn't matter which order the two statements come in. 

Mia was washing the dishes when the doorbell rang.   OR   When the doorbell rang, Mia was washing 
dishes.

Reverse the other sentences above.

Put verbs (either past tense or past continuous) in these sentences.

1. Just as I ____________________ into the bathtub, all the lights ______________ off.
2. I ___________________ to go to Houston this weekend, but my boss ____________ me to work 

overtime.
3. A friendly couple ___________________ at him as he __________________ into the elevator.
4. Lana _________________ much better than she ______________ last week.
5. The bell ___________________ when I ______________ the school.



6.  I _____________________ when I _____________ a loud noise.
7.  We __________________ more salt to the soup when the chef ____________ in.
8. He ___________________ under the sign when it _______________.

Using Past Perfect Tense-
You make past perfect tense with "had" plus the past participle of the verb. (had gone, had finished, had 
forgotten). We use it to say an action was completed in the past before something else happened in the 
past.   EX: I had police the police before he broke in. 
Two events happened in the past. Someone broke in and someone called the police.

Read these examples. Underline the present perfect verb. 
1. The alarm was ringing because I had slept late.
2. I had run several marathons before I entered the hundred mile race.
3. We had seen each other frequently during our college years. 
4. I wouldn't have known you,  if I hadn't seen your name tag.
5. I had waited several hours before calling the police.
6. We hoped you had caught the express train.
7. I hadn't made a decision about the trip when I discovered I had lost my job.
8. She was preparing dinner early because she had heard they were on the way.
9. I had never seen a beach before I went to Hawaii.

Why was the alarm ringing?
What had you done before entering the hundred mile race?
Did you see each other often?
Would you have known me?
How long had you waited before you called the police?
What did you hope?
Had you made a decision about the trip before you lost your job?
Why was she preparing dinner early?
What had you never seen?

Read these conversations. Underline the past perfect tense. Answer the questions.

Stella:  I didn't understand that movie at all.
Jan:  I only understood it because I had read the book. 
Stella: I am not sure I would have understood it even if I had read the book.
Jan: It was confusing. I wish I hadn't wasted my money on a bad movie.

1.Explain what happened in this conversation.
2. Have you ever watched a movie that confused you?    Do you like to read the book before watching the 
movie, or the opposite?
3. Have you ever felt you wasted your money on a movie?



Beth:  We couldn't find a hotel because we hadn't booked in advance. We had camped in our car before, 
so we did it again.
Sandy:  I wish you had booked a hotel. I worry about you camping in your car.
Beth: If I had known how crowded the city was during Christmas, I would have made a reservation.
Sandy: I had thought you would stay at my house.
Beth: If I had known you had two bedrooms, we would have stayed with you. I thought you had moved to 
a one bedroom apartment.

1. Explain this conversation.
2. Have you ever had to sleep in your car?  
3. What would you do if you couldn't find a hotel room?
4. Do you often have friends stay overnight at your apartment/house?

Meg:  After Tim and I had lived together for a few months, we knew we couldn't spend our life together. I 
hadn't seen that coming. I thought Tim and I were perfectly matched.
Mom:  I'm sad you broke up. I wish you hadn't lived together. You would be married now.
Meg: I think if we had married before living together, we would now be divorced.

1. What did Meg and Tim know after they had lived together a few months?
2. What does Meg mean when she says, "I didn't see that coming?"
3. How does Mom feel about the break up?
4. What does Meg think about marrying Tim?
5. Is it common in your country for couples to live together before marriage?


