
FUMC ESL 1-9-2020 Advanced Lesson


Two people read these conversations then explain the meaning of the conversation, especially 
to the underlined words or phrases.


Dean:  Jan is such a babe in the woods. She's so nice and such a trusting soul that she 
frequently gets taken advantage of. She's an easy mark for aggressive salesmen. And she's 
gullible to false claims. Where most of us would see a bald-faced lie, she sees a miracle.

She really believes those herbs will cure cancer. 

Jean:  Well you know what they say, "There's a sucker born every minute."

Dean:  I just feel so bad because she's a very sweet lady that is often victimized by the rougher 
sort.


Do you know people like Jan?


Stella:  My company is involved in lengthy, protracted negotiations over who has the right to 
market the new product. The result will mean the difference in having a solid year or needing a 
loan just to make payroll. 

Sam:  That sounds worrisome. Are you experiencing anxiety?

Stella:  You bet I am. I break out in a cold sweat every time I think about the consequences. 
I'm a bundle of nerves. My lawyer tries to reassure me, but I don't feel confident about the 
outcome. Right now we're poles apart.

Sam: Try not to worry. I'm sure everything will come out alright.


1. What's Stella's problem.

2. How does Stella feel?

3. Have you ever owned your own business? Would you like to?


Dana:  I know you don't like Jack because he divorced his first two wives. And he did get fired 
from a couple of jobs. But I swear, Papa, Jack has changed. He's a different man now. He 
regrets his earlier behavior. He says he was just immature then. He knows better now. I love 
him and I want to be with him. He wants to marry me. 

Papa: I only have one thing to say, Dana. A leopard doesn't change its spots. You marry him 
and you are asking for trouble. He'll never amount to anything.


1. What does Dana want?

2. What has Jack done wrong?

3. What does Papa mean when he says, " a leopard doesn't change its spots"?

4. Is Dana right to give Jack another chance, or should she listen to Papa?


Jeremy:  It turns out my company is moving headquarters to Iowa. I can't move to Iowa. I just 
bought a house.

Belle: You didn't know your company was moving?

Jeremy:  No, I wasn't told. I'm the low man on the totem pole. I'm always the last to know 
anything. I just plug along day after day doing my job. 

Belle:  It sounds like your company takes you for granted. What will you do?




Jeremy:  I don't know. I can't afford to quit my job, but I will lose a lot of money if I have to turn 
around and sell my house after just closing on it.  I took this job because it paid well and I had 
a lot of debt. I was just getting out of the hole, and was finally able to buy a house. But if I can't 
sell it, I'll lose ground. I'll have to carry the payments for a house here and a place to live in 
Iowa.

Belle:  Sounds like you're getting a raw deal.


1. What did Jeremy just find out?

2. Why was he the last one to hear about the move?

3. Why can't Jeremy move?

4. Why does Belle think the company is taking Jeremy for granted?

5. Have you ever been forced to move because of a job?


Cindy:  I'm going to ask Mr. Smith for a job as a waitress in his restaurant. He knows my dad. 
I'm sure he'll offer me the job.

Susan:  He might. But you should know that Mr. Smith owns the restaurant, but Mrs. Smith is 
the power behind the throne. He doesn't make a move without checking with her first.

Cindy: Are you throwing cold water on my job plans?

Susan: No. Go ahead and ask for the job. But you might want to butter up Mrs. Smith if you 
want to improve your chances. She's the prime mover in that business.


1. Why does Susan think Mr. Smith might not give Cindy a job?

2. In my home, my mother was the power behind the throne. Dad thought he was in charge, 

but Mom usually got her way. Is that the way it worked in your family?

3. What does "prime mover" mean?


Sara:  Hey, let's have lunch tomorrow. I want to run something by you.  

Gina:  Sorry, I can't meet tomorrow. We've got a rush on at work and I can't go to lunch away 
from the office.

Sara:  But you're the boss. Surely you could take off. You could leave your underlings to take 
care of the rush.

Gina:  If I leave for lunch when we are very busy, that sets a precedent and others will think 
they can too. 

Sara: But I'm thinking about buying a house. I looked at it yesterday and it's perfect for me. I 
wanted your opinion before I signed on the dotted line.

Gina: Can't you wait til next week. Things will have calmed down by then.

Sara: I'm afraid it'll slip through my fingers if I don't sign the contract right away.

Gina: All right. I'll try to sneak away for a few minutes later this afternoon.


1. What is meant by "run something by you"?

2. What is an underling?

3. Give an example of "setting a precedent".

4. What is Sara going to sign on the dotted line?

5. What is Sara afraid will happen if she doesn't sign right away?

6. What will Gina do to help Sara?



