
FUMC ESL 2-10-2020 ADVANCED LESSON

As you read the conversations, stop and talk about the meaning of the underlined phrases. Ask questions 
about the meaning of any other phrases you don't understand. Then read the conversation through a 
second time with different readers. Finally, answer the questions at the end.

James: You went over to your Dad's today didn't you? How was he?
Julie: Oh, James, it made me so sad. Dad used to be so strong and capable. But when he opened the 
door, I noticed his hands. He's got the hands of an old man.  And they shake so much he has trouble tying 
his tie. He asked me to help him. It just breaks my heart to see my father have to ask me for help. I 
always ran to him when I needed something, not the other way around.
James: That's life, Julie. We all age. Now it's your turn to help him. Is he getting out much? Does he still 
go play Bingo in the afternoon?
Julie: Mac comes by and picks him up for Bingo on Monday and Wednesday, but I think that's about the 
only time he gets out. The housekeeper brings in the groceries and makes sure the refrigerator is stocked 
with food he can prepare himself. So he's got the necessary things. But I'm sure he feels housebound.
James: I'm off this weekend. How about if I go by and pick him up. I want to get started on building those 
bookshelves. I'll take your dad with me to the hardware store, then bring him over and let him help me 
with the shelves. He's always liked working with his hands, and this is an easy project that he could help 
with.
Julie: That would be wonderful, James. Dad would love to feel useful. You are so sweet to put up with 
him.
James: It's no problem. I owe the old man. He taught me how to do all the renovations on our house. If it 
weren't for him, we'd have had to hire a contractor. It's payback time.

Explain this conversation. What makes Julie sad? How did she help her dad? Does Dad get out much? 
What does James offer to do for Dad? What kind of man do you think Julie's dad was?  What does James 
mean when he says, "It's payback time." Have you had similar experiences with your elderly parents?

Terri: We have another small crisis at our house.
Jill: Let me guess. Jack has been up to some shenanigans again.
Terri: Yes, he got arrested for painting grafitti on a downtown building.
Jill: Oh no. What made him do that? I hate seeing all the graffiti that is popping up downtown. A lot of it 
seems like gang signs or obscene words. It's wrong to deface private property. What was Jack thinking? It 
doesn't sound like something he would do.
Terri:  Jack didn't put up obscene words or gang signs. He is taking a cue from Banksy. You know the 
famous grafitti artist that paints art with a message on buildings. Jack is dismayed by the political climate 
and, like Banksy, painted a political cartoon on the side of a bank. I saw it and the artwork was 
outstanding. He's really becoming a good artist.  But some people might not like the message.
Jill: What was his message?
Terri:  The painting showed some gray elephants shunning a white elephant. He was trying to show how 
silly it is to shun people because they look different than you. 
Jill: Oh dear. Jack's moral compass is right on point.  But I'm not sure painting on a building is the best 
way to get his message across. What will happen to him?
Terri: The police have actually been quite nice about it. They made Jack apologize to the bank manager 
and clean the painting off. The bank manager was impressed with Jack's artistic ability and asked him to 



paint some pictures for the bank,  on canvas, not on the walls. He will do that for free as part of his 
punishment. 
Jill: They let him off light. I'm happy he won't be going to jail or anything.
Terri: It helps that he's only 15. We applauded his courage and his sentiment, but told him he is required 
to express himself within the confines of the law from here forward.

If you are not familiar with Banksy, look him up on your phone and show some examples of his work. Was 
Jack wrong to paint on the building?  Banksy is not usually punished for his designs. In fact, many 
business owners are delighted to have his paintings on their buildings as tourists come to see them. It's 
good for business. Do you think Banksy sets a bad example? Do you think Jack should have been 
punished more? Is there a difference between what Jack did and what other grafitti painters do? Many 
cities are paying artists to paint the sides of buildings. Philadelphia has about 20 of these buildings 
downtown and has turned them into a tourist draw. They publish a walking map so you can see all of the 
paintings. Does your city encourage artists to paint buildings? Do you think that's a good idea? As a 
parent, do you approve of how Terri handled Jack's transgression? 

Carolyn: I'm so mad about Brexit. Most of us young people want to stay in the European Union. It's nice 
to be able to work across borders. And I like a diverse culture. I don't worry that people coming in from 
other countries are going to change British culture. Britain has always had a diverse population from the 
colonial days. We have had immigrants from Africa, India and the Caribbean Islands for hundreds of 
years. I think a bunch of angry, white old men made this decision. I feel like they betrayed the young 
people of this country.
Mrs. Sanders: I was in favor of leaving the EU, Carolyn. There are too many immigrants coming in. They 
are taking jobs away from us. They don't speak our language and they expect us to educate them for free 
and find them good jobs. When we don't, they get mad and blow up the subway.
Carolyn: I don't think it's that simple,  Mrs. Sanders. I am in favor of some reforms, but to just leave the 
EU seems like a drastic step. And those immigrants you are complaining about are people too. They 
deserve a chance to live in a safe place where they can educate their children and find work. They are no 
different than you and I. They want the same things that you want for your family.
Mrs. Sanders: You young people are too naive. You need to let your elders make these decisions.

Explain this conversation. Why is Carolyn upset?  Who does she blame for the Brexit vote? What are Mrs. 
Sander's complaints? Do you think Mrs. Sanders and Carolyn will ever agree?  Do you agree more with 
Mrs. Sanders or Carolyn?  Do you have these generational differences over politics in your country?  
What issues do young people feel differently about than older people?


