
 FUMC ESL 2-17-2020 Advanced Lesson


Read the conversation and talk about what is happening in the discussion. Then talk about the 
different meanings of the word clear and clearance.


Lisa:   Jon and I picked out a diamond for my engagement ring. He insisted on one that 
was perfectly clear.
Amy:  That sounds expensive. Do you feel guilty for making Jon spend so much money 
on your diamond? After all, he's not a wealthy man.
Lisa:  My conscience is clear. Jon cleared a profit on his business this year, and he 
expects next year to be even better. He feels he can afford to splurge and wants me to 
have the very best stone. Besides, the jeweler was having a clearance sale on 2 carat 
diamonds.
Amy:  Will you trust the jeweler to design the ring?
Lisa:  Yes, but we gave him clear instructions about the style.
Amy: I thought you and Jon had decided to wait on marriage. Clearly, I was wrong.
Lisa: That was last month. We were having a lot of fights. But Jon suggested we meet 
for a long heart to heart talk and clear the air. After our talk, we decided to go ahead 
with the engagement. Jon had always been jealous of my ex-husband because we are 
still friends. He resented me staying in contact with him. But after I explained that it 
really was just friendship and not romantic feelings, Jon decided to let it go. I'm so glad 
we've cleared that hurdle now and can move on with our relationship.
Amy: It just seems fast to me. You've only known each other for 3 months. Now you're 
planning marriage. I just want to make sure you are going into this with a clear head.

1. Why doesn't Lisa feel guilty about the expensive diamond?
2. Why did Jon and Lisa meet to clear the air?
3. Why is Amy unsure about this engagement?
4. How long did you date before deciding to get married?  Is there anytime that is too 

short a time?  
5. Do you think long engagements lead to longer marriages?
6. Do you think Lisa and her ex-husband are really just friends? Would you trust Lisa 

when she says there are no romantic feelings between them?  
7. Do you know any divorced couples who are still good friends? 

Read these sentences and guess what the situation is. Explain what you think is 
happening. Talk about the different meanings of the word clear and clearance.

The judge cleared his throat and began speaking. He read Frank the riot act. He said 
that Frank wasn't thinking with a clear head or he wouldn't be standing here now.

Guys, you've got to clear out before my wife gets home. Come on, now. Hurry up while 
the coast is clear.

I finally got clearance to go ahead with the wire tap. Hopefully we'll get the evidence we 
need and can clear this all up.



Though it sounds a bit strange, I trust what he told me. He works at the Pentagon and 
has the highest security clearance. 

In the clear light of day, I can see that I made a stupid decision. At midnight, after a 
couple of beers, it seemed like a good idea.

They have cleared the lot and are ready to start construction, but are waiting for the 
weather to clear.

Do you think there is enough clearance for me to get through without scraping his 
bumper?

The memory came to her uninvited and with such clarity that she flinched.

Discuss:
1. In the U. S., police  must have approval by a judge for a wiretap. Yet, all of our 

technology eavesdrops on us with no ones approval, recording what we say and 
text. Does this bother you?

2. Do you ever have fears at night that dissolve in the clear light of day?
3. Some memories are a little foggy. Others come to us clearly. We tend to remember 

memories with strong emotional content. Talk about a memory that is crystal clear.

Pronunciation: NG in the middle or end of a word can be difficult. Practice these 
words. Teachers, help them correct mispronunciation.

Use in a sentence:
1. We heard banging on the door of the bungalow.
2. Do flamingos have fingers?
3. Do kangaroos live in jungles?
4. The younger mongoose is tangled.
5. Tang's hobbies are exercising, biking, figure skating, bowling and rock climbing.
6. Are they doing the tango?
7. Do young bats have fangs and wings?
8. The ringing, swinging, singing singers sang winning songs.
9. Bring the thing and fling it
10. You hung the ring thingy next to the wrong thong.

Tongue Twisters:
big finger,  pink flamingo,  blue chewing gum, wood hanger, hungry birds, hang the king, 
thin string, wrong number, spring campaign

MIDDLE 
OF 
WORD

anger finger English hunger jungle longer tango strength

END OF 
WORD

belong sing bang ping 
pong

tongue strong swing wrong


