
FUMC ESL 2-24-2020 Advanced Lesson


Pronunciation: The short A sound, as in BAT, can be confused with the short E sound, as 
in BET. Practice these sounds. 

Prepositions 
in time = not too late for an event. EX: Did you get there in time to see the magicians act?  Will 
you be there in time to help me set up the tables?

on time = at the required time. EX: You can count on Jess to arrive on time.  If you take the bus, 
can you make it to work on time?


Did you get to the airport in time to catch your flight?   OR   Did you get to the airport on time?


We say "at this time' to mean this particular moment. EX: I'm sorry but we don't have any job 
openings at this time. Check back with us next month.  

We use "at the same time" to refer to two things happening together or two ideas held at the 
same time. EX:1- I'd like to see Rome while I am here in Italy, but at the same time, I'd like to fly 
home before the busy season starts. 2-Our plane is due to land at the same time as her flight 
leaves.


We say "in the morning, in the afternoon, in the evening" BUT "at night". Notice we don't say 
"at the night."  Just "at night". EX: My wife is most alert in the morning, but I'm alert at night.


We say, "I'm not busy at the moment, so I can help you."  OR  "At present, I am studying 
mechanical engineering at the university."


We say, "out of time" or "run out of time", but "time is up". EX: Time is up. Turn in your papers.

I didn't finish the essay. I ran out of time.  I wanted to check my answers, but I was out of time.


To talk about a precise time we say, "on the dot".  EX: Tim always arrives at seven o'clock on 
the dot.


We use "through the night" to mean all night long or "during the night" to mean at some time 
while it was night. EX: We are looking forward to our baby sleeping through the night. During 
the night, someone broke into the garage.


Correct these preposition errors. 

1. She was born at November on 1970 in 4:30 at afternoon.

2. The theatre doors open in eight o'clock at the dot, so be sure you get there in eight.

3. We didn't finish because time was out.

4. They never go out in night because we have to get up early at the morning.

5. On the 1950's we had an air raid warning sound every Friday in noon.

6. I'll visit with Dad in Wednesday, then catch an early flight in Thursday.


The cat sat and said 
"meow".

This is a bad bed. He begs for a bag. He had a hat on his 
head.

Pat the pet. I guess we have gas. Merry marries often. Cook the cattle in the 
kettle.



Many idioms are prepositional phrases. These all begin with the preposition "at". Read 
the sentence and explain the meaning. 

1. Ann told me the story of her childhood. It was so horrible that I was at a loss for words.

2. Poor Bill is at death's door. A life of drinking and smoking has finally taken its toll.

3. Transportation in New York City was at a standstill after the towers were hit.

4. Brandon is at loose ends. He has graduated from college, but he hasn't yet found a job.

5. The children were marched into the principal's office one at a time.

6. The workers will show up at a set time and the actors an hour later.  

7. You can bring your application in anytime on Friday. There is no set time that they are due, 

as long as they are here before closing time.

8. At times, Charlie seems very distracted, as if he isn't interested in the discussion.

9. We won't have the product ready to deliver by Christmas. We have hit problems at every 

turn. 

10. The airplane propellers were spinning at full speed when the plane hit the ground, so engine 

failure was not the cause of the crash.

11. The boss picked four employees names at random and assigned them weekend duty.

12. An hour ago, I punished both the children for fighting and now they are at it again.


Read the story and discuss: 
She met the handsome stranger in the restaurant bar after the play. He was quite dashing and 
wore a tailored and obviously expensive suit. He was funny and charming, and even introduced 
her to one of the actors from the play. He seemed very well connected in the theatre world. She 
thought he was the most desirable man she'd ever met.  They soon began dating. An 
engagement followed shortly and before she knew it, she was walking down the aisle on his 
arm.


Sadly, once married, everything changed. He drank. He stayed out late. And when he was 
home, he was very cruel to her. She couldn't believe what was happening. She thought a child 
might help the marriage, but he absolutely refused to bring children into the world. After a year, 
she decided it had all been a horrible mistake and asked for a separation. It made him furious. 
She was mystified. He acted like he couldn't stand her, yet he didn't want her to leave. 


Until recently, I didn't know what had happened to that tragic couple. Shortly after she asked 
for the separation, I was transferred out of the country and completely lost track of them.  But I 
received a Christmas card from them last month. Apparently, they discovered that he had a 
brain tumor that was the cause of his bad behavior and cruelty. The tumor was operable. He 
had the surgery last year and everything seems to be going well for them. The picture on the 
card showed a loving couple holding a little baby girl. It just shows there are happy endings in 
the world.


1. Summarize each paragraph.

2. If this story ended after the second paragraph, what would you have predicted would 

happen to this marriage?

3. Do you think that most marriages have a happy ending?

4. Does your country have a high divorce rate? Why do you think some countries have a very 

low divorce rate and others high?



