
FUMC ESL LOW INTERMEDIATE LESSON       Asking Questions in Conversations— 

What’s your name? Where are you from? and What do you do? 

Each student take turns asking the other students these three questions.  What do you do? 
means what is your occupation or job.

Read these conversations and answer the questions.

Joe: Hi, I’m Joe. What’s your name?  
Sally: My name is Sally. I’m from Canada. Where are you from?  
Joe: I’m from Chile. I’m a teacher. What do you do?  
Sally: I’m a journalist. I work for a Canadian newspaper. 

Where are Sally and Joe from? What are their occupations? 

Sam: Hi. My name is Sam. I’m from Costa Rica. Where are you from?  
Olivia: I’m Olivia Morales. I am from Mexico. It’s nice to meet you. 
Sam: Are you visiting someone or do you live here?  
Olivia: I’m a student at the University of Texas. I study biology. I am working on my master’s 
degree. How about you? Are you a student? 
Sam: No. I moved here this summer. My wife got a job in Austin. I am looking for a job here. 
Olivia: What do you do?  
Sam: I worked as a truck driver in Costa Rica. But I’m also a good mechanic. I love to work on 
cars. So I will look for a job as a mechanic.  
Olivia: Good luck finding a job.  
Sam: Thanks. 

Where are Sam and Olivia from?  
Why is Olivia here?  
Why is Sam here?

How are you? Read the conversations with a partner. Answer the questions. Ask your partner 
how they are. If someone you don’t know well says, “How are you doing?”, you usually answer, 
“Fine, thanks. And you?” But if it is someone you know well, you might offer more information. 

Joe: Hi, Sally. How are you doing?  
Sally: I’m great, Joe. I just got accepted to the university. How are you doing?  
Joe: That’s terrific, Sally. I’m OK. I’m a little lonely right now. My wife and kids are visiting her 
parents in Chile. They have been in Chile for a month. But they will be home soon. I’m happy 



about that.  
Sally: I’m glad your family will be home soon. I know it's lonely when your family is away.

Why does Sally say she is “great”? Why is Joe a little lonely? Are you ever lonely here? 

How long have you lived here? or How long have you been here? Practice the 
conversations. Answer the questions. Ask your partner how long they have been here. Tell the 
class how long your partner has been here. 

Joe: Hello, I’m Joe. I’m from South Korea.  
Sally: Hi, Joe. I’m Sally. I’m from China. Joe: Is this your first day in class?  
Sally: Yes. 

Joe: How long have you lived in the U.S.?  
Sally I have only lived here one week. How long have you been here?  
Joe: I have lived here for three months. 
Sally: You speak English well. 
Joe: Thank you. I learned some English from an online class before I came here.

Who has been here longer, Joe or Sally?   Where did Joe learn some English?

What do you call this? Read and discuss. 

Sally: Joe, what do you call this vegetable in English?  
Joe: That is called lettuce. 
Sally: What is this one called?  
Joe: That is cabbage.  
Sally: They look alike. 
Joe: Yes. They are both leafy and green. Lettuce is used for salads. Cabbage is used for 
coleslaw, or it is cooked as a side dish. 

What vegetables did Sally ask about?  
Do you eat much lettuce? What vegetables do you eat in your country? Are these vegetables 
hard to find here? 

PHRASAL VERBS - COME 

The verb “come” is easy. EX: Come here. I’m coming. I come to class every Monday. But there 
are many other ways we use this word. 



For example: 
You can “come with” someone. EX: Come with us. Come with Joe and I to the movies. Do you  
want to come with me?
You can “come by”. EX: Did you come by bus or plane? In other words, “How did you come?” 
“Come by” can also mean come to your home for a short visit. Do you want to “come by” my 
house after the play. Mom and Dad will “come by” to say hello. You can also use “come over” to 
mean the same thing. But “come by” usually means a really short visit. EX: Why don’t you and 
Belle come over for dinner. 
If someone or something “comes toward” you, they move in your direction. EX: The lion came 
toward us, so we jumped inside the truck. 
If something “comes open” it opens when you don’t expect it to. EX: The lion came toward us. 
We jumped in the car. We closed the door, but the door came open. The lock was broken. 
If something “comes up to” it rises. EX: The water flooded the house. It came up to our knees. 
Then the water came up to our waists. Then it came up to our shoulders. 

Put one of these “come” phrases in the sentences below. 
1-My parents are visiting. Would you and your husband like to _______________ to meet them. 
2-I go to school every day. I usually _________________ bus. I always ______________ my 
friend, Anna. 
3-The dog is very big. He _________________ my waist. 
4-The cabinet door is open. Yes, it always _________________. 5-If the scary man 
______________________ me, I will run. 

Pronunciation:

In the word "cycle" the Y has the long I sound. But if we add prefixes, the Y changes to a short I 
sound. Say- cycle, bicycle, tricycle. Can you hear the vowel change?

Does the Y have a long I or short I sound in these words?      typical, gym, crystal, syllable, 
cyber, rye bread, eye, kayak, ally, gym

Say these words: gym, gate, giant, gas.  What are the two G sounds you hear?

When G 1-comes before a consonant, 2-comes before a, o or u, 3-comes at the end of a word 
or 4- comes in a word with two G's together, it has the hard G (like guh) sound. EX: glad, glass, 
English, agree, graduate, dog, drug, egg, foggy, wiggle.

If G comes before e, i or y, it has the J sound. EX: magic, general, religion, gym, giant, urgent

EXCEPTION: These ge and gi words do not follow the rule: get, target, geese, gear, forget, 
together, finger, hunger, anger, eager, girl, gift, gie, given, forgive, begin, giggle, girdle, gizzard. 


