
FUMC ESL 3-9-2020 Advanced Lesson


Introduce yourself and tell which of these phrases you feel describes you.


• coupon saver

• penny pincher	 

• big spender	 

• chatterbox	 

• day dreamer

• early bird

• night owl	 	 


Prepositions:  Put the correct preposition in the blank. 

1-We are appreciative _____ your desire to help with student registration,  but it was rather inconsiderate 
_____ you to insist on participating even though you were sick with a cold.


2-____ weeks, we've been trying to convince people to stay home if they have cold or flu symptoms.


3-____ theory, all students should complete the entry level courses before registering for the higher level 
courses. ____ course, there will always be a few exceptions.


4-____ most of the students, this will not be an undue burden. Many have completed the entry level 
classes while still in high school.


5-____ most cases, students perform much better in the higher level classes if they have completed the 
entry level course.


6-This university is known ____ providing rigorous advanced level courses. In spite ____ the difficulty, our 
students make excellent grades.  We strive _____ excellence. 


7-Many students compete _______ admission to our university, so we are able ____ pick and choose 
among some very highly qualified candidates.


8-I can't speak ____ our students, but our faculty loves the new ruling prohibiting cars on campus as it 
cuts back on congestion and pollution.


Read and Discuss
The U.S. Supreme Court reviews cases when it believes laws have been passed that are 
unconstitutional. The first amendment of the constitution guarantees freedom of speech, the press, 
assembly, right to petition and prohibits laws which interfere with  someone's right to practice religion. The 
first amendment has often been tested in the Supreme Court.  For example, the Supreme Court struck 
down an Alabama law allowing teachers to set aside time for prayer during the school day.
Students may pray at school if they pray to themselves and are not led in organized prayer. They may 
also participate in after school religious clubs where prayer is practiced as long as participation in these 
clubs is optional and it is outside the school day, as in an after school club. But no structured praying is 
allowed.

1. Do you agree with this ruling?
2. Why do you think parents were upset about prayer in the school?



3. Would you be upset if you were not a Christian and your children were being led in Christian prayer 
every day while at school?

4. Is there a law governing practice of religion in schools in your country?

A trademark is a symbol, word or words that are legally registered. Once a name is trademarked, another 
company or individual may not use that name or symbol to sell goods. For example, Target is a 
trademarked name. No one can open a new store and call it Target. The Texas Longhorn is a 
trademarked symbol. No one can print and sell t-shirts with the trademarked longhorn on them without 
paying the University of Texas for permission to use the symbol. 

In the past, the government would not trademark obscene or lewd words or symbols because they were 
offensive to most people. However, in June of 2019, the Supreme Court struck down a federal law barring 
the use of immoral or scandalous trademarks saying it ran afoul of the First Amendment. The court said 
the law was unconstitutional because it "favored certain viewpoints". 

This case came to the Supreme Court because of a clothing brand called FUCT. FUCT is very close to a 
vulgar word. It was not granted a trademark because it is offensive to most people. Justices argued that 
by allowing anti-drug messages, but not "Marijuana Cola", pro-religious messages, but not "Madonna 
Wine", that the government is choosing certain messages over others. And that interferes with free 
speech. So the FUCT brand was allowed to be trademarked.

1. How do you feel when you see someone wearing a t-shirt with a vulgar word on it?  Would you ever 
tell the people wearing it that it offends you?

2. Because of this ruling the Washington Redskins football team was allowed to continue using 
"Redskins" as part of their name, even though it is an offensive name to Native Americans. And an 
Asian American rock band was allowed to trademark their name "Slants", even though this is an 
offensive term to Asians. How do you feel about this?  Do you agree or disagree with the Supreme 
Court decision.


