
FUMC ESL Low Intermediate Lesson   Verb Phrases


Pronunciation Practice: Blends BL and BR 
Practice pronouncing these word pairs.


Try these tongue twisters: 
1. A big black bug bit a big black bear, made the big black bear bleed blood.

2. A bloody black bug bled blue blood.

3. Blake the baker bakes black bran bread.

4. Breezy, bright days are best.

5. Bring me the broom from the broom closet.


VERB PHRASES 

Many times verbs are used with an adverb to make a verb phrase. 

Example: blow away, blow up, blow out, blow off, blow down 

These are all verb phrases with the verb BLOW. And they all mean something a little different.


If you leave those papers on the porch, they will blow away.

If you put a bomb in a building, it will blow up.

If you blow out the candle, it will be dark in here.

In a hurricane, the signs will blow down.


Put one of the verb phrases above in these sentences. Use the past tense of blow (blew).


Sara _________________ the candles on her birthday cake.

The storm _________________ a tree in my yard.

The plane _________________ when it hit the ground.

The wind _____________________ the dead leaves.

The terrorists ______________________ a car outside of the restaurant.


Sometimes verb phrases are idioms. That means they don't have the literal meaning. For 
example: Our team blew away the other team.  In this sentence, it doesn't mean that the wind 
picked up the team and blew it down the field. It is an idiom that means defeat badly.


Blow away can also mean to completely surprise someone. For example: Tom's singing talent 
really blew me away.  (It really surprised me)


Blow up can be an idiom that means to make it bigger. For example: We blew up the photo of 
the children and hung it on the wall. Are you going to blow up those photos and frame them?


black - blue blew - blue bleed - bled bled - bread blew - brew

bloom - broom blush - brush brown - blown blouse - browse



You can blow off someone. This idiom means you treat someone or something like they are 
not important. Usually this means you ignore them or don't go somewhere. Ex: I blew off the 
meeting and went to a movie.   I blew off my appointment with the salesman. 


The verb BREAK means to separate into pieces when you hit it or drop it. EX: The cup broke 
when I dropped it on the floor.  You can break a bone if you fall hard. Break has many verb 
phrases such as break in, break out, break away, break through, break off.


Fill in the blank of each sentence with one of these verb phrases (past tense).


1. On the way home from school, my car ____________________. I had to call a tow truck to 
pick it up.


2. The criminals _____________________  of the jail.

3. The men _______________________ my house and stole my TV.

4. I ______________________ a piece of my candy and gave it to the little girl.

5. I tried to hold her, but she ________________________ and ran.

6. The teacher ______________________ the fight.


Idioms with break:

When the police told me someone saw me run the red light, I broke out in a sweat.  (You break 
a sweat when you are worried about something.)

If you break up with your girlfriend, you don't date any more. EX: Sara and I broke up last 
week.

If you break in new shoes, you wear them so they become more comfortable. EX: You should 
break in your hiking boots before you go on a hiking trip.


Read these conversations (twice) and answer the questions. 

Tom: Jean and Pat were talking about me just now.

Sam: Why do think they were talking about you? Did you hear them say something about you?

Tom: No, but they were whispering together. Then when I walked in, they broke off the 
conversation.


1-What did Jean and Pat do when Tom walked in? 

2-What does Tom mean when he says they broke off the conversation?

3-Have you ever walked into a room and everyone stopped talking suddenly?  Does this make 
you uncomfortable? Did you think people were talking about you?


Larry:  Tara was telling me something about Tim. Then she suddenly broke off and started 
crying. I don't know why she did that?

Susan:  Tim broke off their engagement last night.

Larry:  Do you mean they aren't going to get married?

Susan:  Yes, that's what I mean. Tim broke it off. Tara is very upset. She breaks into tears every 
time she tries to talk about it.


broke into broke out broke off broke away broke up broke down



Larry: I'm mad at Tim. Poor Tara!  Tim has broken her heart.


1-What did Tara do when she was telling about Tim?

2-What did Tim do?

3-Tara breaks into _____________ when she tries to talk about the break up.

4-How does Larry feel about Tim?  Why?

5-Has anyone ever broken your heart?  What would you do to help a friend with a broken 
heart?


James:  My boss blew his top today. He was really mad at me.

Sandy:  Why? What did you do?

James:  First, I blew off an appointment with one of our clients. Then I told the boss' secretary 
to go home. She was coughing and blowing her nose a lot. I thought she should leave. It blows 
my mind that so many people come to work when they are sick. But the boss told me to mind 
my own business. He blew up at me. He yelled and told me to get out of his sight.

Sandy:  Are you worried you will get fired?

James:  No. It will blow over. He will forget about it by Monday.


1-Who blew his top?

2-Why did James tell the secretary to go home?

3-What blows James mind?

4-Who told James to mind his own business?  Why did he tell him that?

5-Do you think the boss' anger will blow over? Will he really forget it all by Monday?

6-What do you think about the way James acted? 

7-If you were James boss, would you be mad at him?



