
FUMC ESL 4-30-2020  Online Lesson


Once you are in your break-out groups, introduce yourself by saying your name, your home country and where 
you live now. Then answer these questions. My native language is __________. I also speak 
______________________________________(name all other languages you speak).


Verb Patterns: 
Sometimes a sentence appears to have two verbs. For example: I enjoy dancing. Is "enjoy" the verb, or is 
"dancing" the verb. In this sentence, "enjoy" is the verb. Dancing is a gerund. It is the object of the sentence. I 
enjoy what?  Dancing. 


Look at this example:  I love to dance.  Is "love" the verb, or is "dance" the verb?  In this sentence,  "love" is the 
verb. "To dance" is an infinitive.  An infinitive is TO plus a VERB. "To dance" serves as the object of the sentence. 
I love what?  To dance.


Using gerunds and infinitives is tricky because, though most verbs can be followed by an infinitive or a gerund, 
some verbs can't. EX: We can say, "I love dancing." OR "I love to dance."


We can say, "I enjoy dancing."  But NOT, "I enjoy to dance."


Tell if these sentences are correct. If they are not, correct them by adding an infinitive or a gerund.


1. I avoid to talk to her. 

2. Quit worrying about it.

3. We agreed helping her.

4. Ireland doesn't allow to smoke in bars.

5. She finished to do her homework.

6. We decided swimming in the lake.

7. I forgot giving you my book.

8. This job requires to travel to Japan twice a year.

9. She practiced to sing the song.

10. The school requires to take at least 15 hours per semester.

11. I hope starting college this fall.

12. I learned speaking Spanish when I lived in Mexico.


Today we'll look at some words that you might find difficult to pronounce:  the SN words. There aren't many 
words that begin with SN in English. There are only 3 pages of SN words in my dictionary. Let's talk about a few.


Try pronouncing these SN words


1. Who do you like to snuggle with?

2. Do you ever take a snooze in the middle of the day?

3. You probably need a tissue if you have the _____________________.

4. If you tell on someone, you __________________.

5. Someone who thinks they are better than you is a ________________.


snack snag snap snarl snatch sneak

sniffles snicker snitch snob snooze snuggle



Students take turns reading the paragraphs below. Explain in your own words what happened in the 
paragraph.   Teachers, after the students read and explain, read the paragraph slowly again so they can 
listen for pronunciation. Help them pronounce any problem words. 

I was really hungry after class, but I had no money. So I decided to sneak a snack from the snack bar. But I hit 
a snafu. I bumped into the metal edge of the snack bar and snagged my sweater. When I tried to pull it free, I 
fell against the snack bar. The attendant at the snack bar snarled at me, "Hey, watch what you're doing. You 
nearly knocked over my snack bar." Oh no, now, any hope of sneaking a snack without the attendant noticing 
was gone. He was keeping his eye on me.


I was still very hungry, and still had no money. And my chance of snatching a snack without being caught was 
small. So, I asked my friend to take a snapshot of the snazzy sports car parked in front of the building. While he 
was taking the snapshot, I snatched his wallet and snuck out a five dollar bill. I felt like a snake stealing from 
my friend, but I knew I'd pay him back tomorrow. He probably wouldn't even miss the money.


I returned to the snack bar. The attendant stared at me suspiciously. I sneered at him and snapped, "Give me 
one of those nut bars. And make it snappy!" The attendant gave me a dirty look and reached very slowly for the 
nut bars. It was clear the attendant was enjoying making me wait. That made me really mad.  Who did he think 
he was? The last thing I needed was a snooty attendant giving me a hard time. I snapped! I reached out and 
grabbed him by the shirt. I know it was a dumb thing to do. It was a snap decision. 


Suddenly someone tapped me on the shoulder. I turned to see a security guard. "Is there a problem here?" he 
snapped. I was caught in a snare. The attendant snickered as I released his shirt. I realized I was acting like a 
jerk. I don't usually behave this way. I said to myself, "Come on, snap out of it."  I immediately apologized to the 
attendant. "I'm sorry I snapped at you. I'm usually a nice guy." I told him. The attendant snorted. I don't think he 
believed me. 


I headed for the bus stop, embarrassed and still very hungry. This had not been a good day. But I didn't realize 
my problems were about to snowball.  My friend who I sneaked the money from approached. He asked if I had 
taken a five from his wallet. He needed it to pay his library fine today or he would lose his library card. Oh, 
brother.  What a mess I made.


Discuss:

1. What do you think about the personalities of the narrator and the snack bar attendant?

2. What do you think he will tell his friend about the $5?

3. Have you ever made a snap decision that turned out bad?

4. His problems really snowballed. He started with a small problem and it turned into a much bigger problem. 

Have you ever had a small problem that turned into a much bigger problem?


Sneaked or Snuck? 
Sneaked and Snuck or the past tense forms of the verb sneak. Sneak: to move quietly and secretly. 


EX: The burglars sneaked into the house through the back door and took her purse off the kitchen counter. No 
one even heard them enter. 


It is also correct to say snuck. EX: The burglars snuck into the house.


Both usages are correct in North America. In other English speaking countries, use sneaked.


