
FUMC ESL Online Lesson for May 14, 2020


Introduce yourself, telling where you are from and where you live right now. Then tell us what 
your favorite vegetable is.


Teachers: Assign parts and have the students read these conversations and answer the 
questions.


Deb:  Yum, I love steamed broccoli. It's one of my favorite vegetables.

Sandy:  Yuck. I have no idea how you eat that stuff. I think the smell of it is repulsive. Even 
thinking about broccoli makes me nauseous.

Deb: I think you're overreacting. I love the taste and it's full of nutrients.

Sandy: It may be nutritious, but it's disgusting to eat. I'll stick with zucchini and tomatoes.


1-What does Sandy mean when she says she'll stick with zucchini and tomatoes? Do you think 
she'll start eating broccoli because it's nutritious?

2-What is your least favorite vegetable to eat?

3-As a child, did you have to "clean your plate" or were you allowed to eat just what you liked?

4-What is the secret to getting a child to eat nutritious food?


Match the bold words in the conversation to the definitions below.


Sara:  We've been watching a mystery series on PBS. Last night was the last episode of the 
season and it was a real doozy.  My husband and I were on the edge of our seats. If you 
haven't seen it, you should watch. 

Jan:  I don't watch much TV. It all seems pretty childish to me.  I prefer reading or listening to 
music.

Sara: I get it. We were a little skittish about watching too much TV. So much of what we saw 
on the regular channels was either very violent or very idiotic. But once we discovered the 
public TV channels like PBS and BBC, we found they had quality programming that we could 
enjoy. We especially enjoy Masterpiece Theatre that airs on Sunday evenings. 


1-Which do you enjoy more: reading, listening to music, playing a game, watching TV?

2-Which types of show do you prefer:  mysteries,  love stories,  comedies,  documentaries?

3-Which bold word or phrase above means that you understand?

4-If a program is being broadcast at a certain time, we say it _________ at that time.

5-If a person is described as childish, is that a compliment or an insult?

6-Which bold word or phrase describes being nervous or unsure about something?

7-Which bold word describes something outstanding or unique?


a food that helps 
people live and 
grow

said when 
something looks 
or tastes good

to react with too 
much anger or 
surprise

feel like you might  
vomit

said when you 
encounter 
something 
unpleasant



Bess:  I had to entertain a group of teenagers while they were in quarantine. So I got out some 
finger paint and long rolls of paper and told them to go to work making decorative banners to 
hang on the walls. You wouldn't believe the childlike joy they took in painting with their hands.

June:  That's great. You would think using finger paint was too childish for teenagers. 

 

1-Childlike has a different meaning than childish. Can you explain the difference?

2-Did the teenagers enjoy painting with their fingers?

3-As adults, we sometimes enjoy doing things we enjoyed when we were children. For 
example, I enjoy working puzzles and coloring pictures. What do you enjoy that is an activity 
for a child?


Jim:  I heard a ruckus when I entered the subway tunnel. I pushed to the front of the crowd to 
see what was going on. Apparently, when the train came towards the platform, the crowd 
surged forward and in the process someone nudged a woman toward the edge. She was 
falling right into the path of the train when some good Samaritan reached out and yanked her 
back onto the platform. 

Tammy:  Wow, what a hero that person was.

Jim:  Yes, everyone was praising him. He was quite shy and dismissed their compliments. 
He said it all happened so fast, he just acted instinctively. He claimed everyone would have 
done the same. But I don't think so. Several people were close enough to help, but they were 
paralyzed with fear.

Tammy:  You're right. It takes courage to act quickly in an emergency. That guys deserves a 
medal.


1- What was the ruckus about?

2- When a group of people suddenly moves in one direction we say they _______________ 
(forward, backward, to the side).  We always follow this verb with the direction. We wouldn't 
say, "The people surged."  We say, "The people surged forward."

3-An instinct is a behavior that is natural. Your instincts are things you do without having to 
learn. For example, if someone throws something at your head, you duck. You don't have to 
think about it, you just do it instinctively. In the story, who acted instinctively? What did he do?

4- Other people did not react to the emergency. They were paralyzed with fear. In other words, 
they couldn't move. Have you ever been paralyzed by fear? Explain.

5- What does Tammy think the good Samaritan deserves?

6- Metal and medal are pronounced the same, but spelled differently and with different 
meanings. A metal is something like iron, gold or steel. A medal is a round, flat piece of metal 
that is given to someone as a reward.  At the airport you go through (medal or metal) detector?

7-Words that sound the same but are spelled differently are called homophones. Here are 
some examples of other homophones. Practice pronouncing them and explaining the 
difference in meaning.


too       two maid    made mail    male plain   plane genes   jeans die  dye

beat    beet board    bored cell    sell cheap   cheep heard    herd isle   aisle



Most of these sentences have preposition errors. Find the two correct sentences. 
Correct the 13 that are wrong.


1. The president of Egypt lives to Cairo.

2. They live in 113 Circle Drive.

3. In soccer, the goalie stands front of the goal.

4. My dog sleeps in the floor most nights.

5. Send this letter on my new address.

6. The quarantine prevented him to coming.

7. She insisted to paying.

8. I have been ill since two weeks.

9. It was the worst storm since ten years.

10. Does this blouse go with these pants?

11. I don't agree to you in this situation.

12. I have been waiting from three hours.

13. I bought the bag with a one hundred dollar bill.

14. This is the tallest building of the world.

15. We walked to the library by foot.



