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Introduce yourself. Tell where you are from and where you are living now. 


Under is a preposition. It means in a lower position. EX: I like my desk under the window so I 
can get good light.  The wreck of the Titanic lies under the sea.

It also means underneath something else. EX: The children hid under the blanket.  We put the 
boxes under the bed.


Underneath is similar to under, but we only use it to talk about position. We keep the file 
boxes underneath the stairs.  I found my coat underneath the blankets.  We don't say someone 
is "underneath the care of a doctor". They are under the care of a doctor.  


The word beneath means the same as underneath, but is considered more formal and is used 
much less often.


Under is similar in meaning to below. Sometimes these two words can be used 
interchangeably. EX: He makes under $50,00 per year. He makes below $50,000 per year. 


But in many cases, you can't substitute below for under.  We don't say someone is below age. 
We say they are underage.  I am wearing a sweater under my coat, not below my coat.  The 
chicken is undercooked, not below cooked.  The cat ran under the car, not below the car.


We use under, not below, to talk about measurements, time and weight.

He weighs under 200 pounds.   We finished the project in under a year.  My husband is just 
under six feet tall.


We use below, not under to talk about temperature.  It's too cold to go outside. The 
temperature is below 30 degrees.


Under is used much more commonly than underneath or below, so if in doubt, use under.


Choose the correct word.  

1. The sun disappeared (under / below)  the horizon.

2. Temperatures were (under / below) normal all week.

3. They say (under / below) the mango tree.

4. They have the fire (under / below) control.

5. That house has been (under / below) construction for over six months.

6. The voices from the apartment (under / below) us got louder and louder.

7. Her skirt reached just (under / below) her knees.

8. We crawled (under / below) the fence to get into her yard.


Read these short conversations with a partner. Then explain the meaning in your own 
words. 

Sara:  My apartment manager is awful. I have had a leaking toilet for over a month and she 
won't hire a plumber to fix it. 




Jill:  That's terrible. I couldn't live under those conditions. You should move out immediately.

Sara: I would move out tomorrow, but under the terms of my lease, I am under obligation to 
give one month notice before I move out.


Kim:  My boyfriend started his own business. He said he was tired of being under someone's 
thumb all the time. He wants to be his own boss.

Jen:  It's nice to be your own boss, but it's also nice to have a monthly salary.  When you work 
for yourself, you are under pressure to make a profit, or you don't get paid.

Kim: I'm sure he'll be successful. He's very motivated. He set up his business under his own 
steam. He didn't ask for help from anyone.

Jen: That's a good start, but he will have to buckle under and work hard for the next few 
months.


Sam:  I have been looking everywhere for my keys.

Liz: They're right here on the counter. 

Sam: Oh my gosh. They were right under my nose the whole time.


Jane: I've been under the weather lately. I feel really tired. I think I might have allergies.

Stan: Are you under the care of a doctor?

Jane: No, I keep thinking I should make an appointment, but we're snowed under at work. 
We're trying to get all the merchandise that was ordered shipped out by the weekend. We will 
probably get it done, but it will be just under the wire. If we don't get it done, our department 
will be under fire for not working fast enough.


Jim:  My father is under a cloud of suspicion at work. Someone has been taking money out of 
the cash drawer. They haven't been able to catch anyone.

Susie:  Why do they think your father took the money?

Jim:  Because my father just bought a nice, new bike to commute to work with. His employer 
wonders where my dad got the money for that.

Susie: Will your dad get fired?

Jim: I don't know. The whole thing is under investigation. But the other employees are talking 
under their breath about my dad. They think he's guilty.

Susie: What do you think?

Jim: I don't know. I also wonder where Dad got the money for that bike. He was under arrest 
for theft last year, but he got off.  He swore under oath that he didn't steal anything. The judge 
believed him. 

Susie:  What does your mom think?

Jim: My mom doesn't trust my dad either. That's why they divorced. She didn't want me under 
my dad's influence.  

Some students have a hard time understanding when to use a singular or plural noun or 
verb.   For example:   



There is some nice places here. This sentence is incorrect because the noun is plural, but the 
verb is singular. It should be:  There are some nice places here. 

Those is some nice pants. This sentence should read:  Those are some nice pants. 


Help the students fix their errors. 

1. I need a new jeans.

2. A lot of people here speaks Spanish.

3. She's a really nice people.

4. These boys keeps following us.

5. The police wants to talk to everyone who saw the accident.

6. There are some nice persons here.

7. There is some sheep in that field.

8. The plaza is usually full of tourist.

9. Some people is always late.

10. I don't like mice. I'm afraid of it.

11. I'm going to buy a new scissors today.

12. David is married and have three children.

13. Sara have a lot of homework to complete.

14. Is those your shorts?

15. My glasses is really dirty.

16. They has seen that movie more than once.

17. Our teacher write a note to our parents if we disobey.

18. Anything are possible.

19. The latest news are not encouraging.

20. When we got to the park, there was a lot of people already there.

21. Where is your parents?

22. The children is staying home tonight.



