
FUMC ESL 5-21-2020 Online Lesson


Many words have a T in the middle. Sometimes the T is pronounced or voiced as in pretzel, 
extra, Twitter.  In some words, the T in the middle is not pronounced or voiced. Say these 
words and tell if you pronounce the middle T.


American spoken language is very idiomatic. That means we use lots of idioms. The secret to 
understanding spoken English is learning these idioms. Students, read these conversations. 
Tell in your own words what happened in the conversation. Take turns answering the questions. 


Ted:  Are you seeing anyone?

Brian:  Not really. I met a girl I really liked but I'm afraid we got off on the wrong foot.  I 
accidentally stood her up for our first date. 

Ted: Oh no. What happened?

Brian:  We agreed to go to the new movie that just came out. She wanted to meet me at the 
theatre. Unfortunately, I got confused about which theatre and went to the wrong one. I 
thought she had stood me up. She thought I had stood her up. It was awkward and I didn't 
have the nerve to ask her out again after that.  I'm very sad about it.

Ted: I'm sorry about that. Come out with me. I think my relationship with Nan is over.  We'll 
drown our sorrows.

Brian: That's a surprise. I'd love to go out, but first things first. I need to return a phone call to 
my banker. You go ahead. I'll follow in a few minutes.


Questions:

1. Is Brian dating anyone?

2. What happened on Brian's first date with the girl he liked?

3. Who got confused?

4. Why didn't Brian ask the girl out a second time?

5. What does Ted ask Brian to do?

6. What must Brian do first?

7. Do you think drowning your sorrows with alcohol is a good plan?

8. What advice would you give Brian?


Brian: Thanks for waiting on me, Ted. I'm trying to get a loan from my bank. I needed to 
connect with my banker.

Ted: No problem.
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Brian: I'm surprised you aren't seeing your girlfriend anymore.  I thought you and Nan were 
getting along. And Ted, you have to admit Nan is a knock-out. When I saw you two together, I 
thought you looked like the perfect couple. What went wrong?

Ted: I'll be straight with you, Brian. I don't think the relationship was going anywhere. I really 
liked Nan and wanted to spend more time with her. But every time I suggested we move in 
together, she dragged her feet.  She told me to hold off on any plans to share an apartment. i 
think I just didn't measure up in her eyes. Her former boyfriend had it all. He was handsome, 
funny and wealthy. I couldn't compete with him. I just don't have the right stuff.

Brian: Don't put yourself down, Ted. You are the kindest, most generous person I know. You 
always put others first. I think any girl would be happy to be your girlfriend.

Ted: That's a really nice thing to say, Brian. I'm honored to be your friend. But I think I was 
trying to get above my station. I have a good job and eventually I'll make some money, but 
beginning architects don't get paid very much.  Right now things are kind of tight. And Nan and 
I have different backgrounds.  My family didn't have a lot of money when I was growing up. My 
dad was a bus driver. 

Brian: That's a good, solid, honest job. Don't put your dad down. 

Ted: Oh, I'm not. I love my dad and respect that he was able to provide for a family of six kids 
on a bus driver's salary. But there were lots of things we didn't have growing up. Nan's  dad is 
a doctor. They live in a big house. When she was sixteen, her dad gave her a sports car. No 
one gave me a car. I bought my first car a year ago. And it's a clunker that I bought used. Nan 
and I just don't travel in the same circles. She thinks I'm nice, but she would never consider 
marrying me.

Brian: Hmmm. I didn't think Nan was that kind of girl when I met her. She seemed pretty down 
to earth to me. Maybe this is just a misunderstanding.


Questions:

1. Does Ted think the relationship with his girlfriend was strong?

2. What did Ted suggest to his girlfriend?

3. How did the girlfriend react?

4. Does Ted think he is not as good as the girlfriend's previous boyfriend?  Why?

5. What does Brian think of Ted?

6. How does Ted feel about Brian?

7. Why does Ted say he was getting above his station?

8. What are some differences between Ted and his girlfriend?

9. What is Ted's profession?

10. Does Brian agree that Nan would never marry a guy that was not wealthy?

11. What is the last thing Brian tells Ted?  Do you agree?

12. Do you think two people from very different social circles can marry and be happy?

13. Would your parents be upset if you married below your station?


Susan:  Have you heard from Ted lately?




Nan: No, I haven't. It's really strange. I thought we were getting along really well, then he just 
stopped calling. 

Susan: Did you two have a fight or something?

Nan: No. But he may have gotten mad at me because he wanted me to move in with him and I 
put him off.

Susan: Move in!  You have only known him for a month. That's kind of fast.

Nan: I thought so too. Ted's a really nice guy and I really like him. But I'm not ready to move in 
with him. I would like to enjoy dating and getting to know each other better.

Susan: Did you make that clear to Ted?

Nan: Not really. I just kept stalling every time he mentioned sharing an apartment. I didn't want 
to hurt his feelings by telling him no. He is not very confident in himself. He acts like he doesn't 
think he's good enough for me. 

Susan: Why does he think that ? He's smart and really cute and you said he's nice.

Nan: He is all those things. But he worries about not being wealthy. His car is old. He's 
embarrassed to pick me up in it. He always asks if I want to drive my car. And he doesn't want 
me to meet his parents because they live in a poor area. He's afraid when I see where he grew 
up, it will make me think badly of him. It's silly really. I don't care anything about money. My 
dad's a doctor now, but he grew up in the slums. His father abandoned the family when my 
dad was little and his mom had to work two jobs just to put food on the table. Our family would 
never look down on someone because they didn't have a lot of money.

Susan: Have you told Ted that?

Nan: No. He should know me better than that. If I didn't want to have a relationship with him, 
why would I keep going out with him? It's kind of insulting that he thinks I only care about 
money.

Susan: It sounds like you two just need to go for a cup of coffee and have a heart to heart talk.

Nan: I suppose you're right. But I don't feel right calling him. He should call me.


Questions:

1. Does Nan think it's normal that Ted would stop calling?

2. Why does Nan think Ted is mad?

3. How does Susan feel about Ted asking Nan to move in with him?

4. Why didn't Nan tell Ted no?

5. Explain why Ted is not confident.

6. What is Nan's father's background?

7. Does Nan's family look down on people with no money?

8. What does Nan say is kind of insulting?

9. What is Susan's advice to Nan?

10. Do you think Nan will call Ted?  Will Ted call Nan?

11. What would you do if you were Nan?

12. Do you think this relationship will end.



