
FUMC ESL 6-1-2020 HIGH BEGINNING / LOW INTERMEDIATE ONLINE LESSON

INTRODUCE YOURSELF:  
My name is ______________. 
I am from ______________. 
Now I live in  _________________. 
I want to learn English because ___________________.

CONFUSING VERBS

Bring and Take:    BRING means to carry something toward me. “Please bring those papers to 
me.”  TAKE means to carry something away from me. “Take those papers to your father.”

Read these examples:
Take the baby out of the high chair.
Take the children to school
Take your car to the repair shop.

Bring the baby to me.
Bring the box to me.  (You are waiting on someone to bring it to you.)
Bring the dog here.

Bring and Take are irregular verbs. The past tense of bring is brought. The past tense of take is 
took.

Choose the correct word.

1. The postman left the package on the porch. Please (take / bring) it to me.
2. I am in my office, but my calculator is in the kitchen. Please (take / bring) it to me in my 

office.
3. Mr. Smith is in the next room. Could you ( take / bring)  these books to him?
4. Please ( take / bring ) these papers to your father. He is in his office.
5. I bought some flowers. I will ( take / bring ) them to work tomorrow.
6. Please ( take / bring ) these books back to the library.
7. I ( took / brought ) the books home from the library two weeks ago. 
8. Now it is time to ( take / bring ) them back to the library.

Read these short conversations with a partner. Choose the correct verb

Ann:  I'm so glad you are visiting me. Tonight I will ( take / bring ) you out to dinner at a nice 
restaurant.
Sara:  Oh, I didn't ( take / bring ) anything nice to wear.

Jan:  The baby has matches. Please ( take / bring ) them away from him.  
Sandy: Here are the matches. Please ( take / bring ) me a toy for the baby.



Dan:  This park is really nice. The children would like to play here.
Alice:  I will  call Mom. I will tell her to (take / bring ) the children to the park. We can all play 
together.

Lisa:  I'm going to the lawyer's office. He will help me apply for a green card. I hope it doesn't 
( take / bring) too much time.
Kim:  Be sure to ( take / bring ) your identification and your visa.

Dina:  Hello, Helen. Thank you for inviting me to dinner at your house. I ( took / brought ) a 
bottle of wine and some flowers.
Helen: Thank you, Dina. That was so nice of you to ( take / bring ) wine and flowers.

Angie: Sara asked me to ( take / bring ) her children to school this morning.
Beth:  She usually (takes /brings ) the children to school around 8 o'clock.

Bev:  Here is a dictionary. ( Take / bring ) it home and study it. It will help you learn English.
Fay:  Thank you. I will ( take / bring ) it back to you next week.

Jen:  We're having a party on Saturday. Please come. You can ( take / bring ) a date if you 
want.
Sam:  I would love to come. But I will not ( take / bring ) a date.

Alex:  My brother ( took / brought ) home many souvenirs from India. Look at this beautiful silk 
scarf he (took / brought ) me.
Sage:  That is beautiful.  I hope to ( take / bring ) a trip to India next year.

Candy:  Should I ( take / bring ) the bus to your house?
Liz:  It is faster to ( take / bring ) a taxi.

Meet and Know

Two more confusing verbs are meet and know. 
Meet means to come in contact with someone.  EX: I met James coming out of the subway 
station.  
Meet means to be introduced to someone:  EX: Tim, I would like you to meet my friend, James.
Meet means to arrange to see someone:  EX: Let's meet at noon at the cafe.
Know means to be familiar with someone:  EX: I know Tom. I met him last class.
Know means to understand the facts:  EX:  The train leaves in five minutes.  I know.

Read these conversations with two partners.

Toni:  That man is very handsome. I want to meet him.
Jill:  I know him. That is Peter Bell. I will introduce you to him.
Toni:  Please do.
Jill:  Peter, I want you to meet a friend of mine. This is Toni Rains. Toni, this is Peter Bell.
Peter: It's nice to meet you Toni. We have never met, but I have heard about you.



Toni: You have!
Peter: Yes, you know my sister, Bonnie.
Toni: Bonnie is my best friend! I didn't know she had a brother. I am so glad I met you.

Questions:
1. Why does Toni want to meet Peter?
2. Does Jill know Peter?
3. Has Peter heard of Toni Rains?  How?
4. Does Toni know Bonnie?
5. Did Toni know Bonnie has a brother?

Borrow  Lend  Loan:    Two other confusing verbs are borrow and lend. If you borrow 
something, you receive something from someone. If you lend, you give something to someone.

Can I borrow some money?    I don't like to lend money to friends.

Borrow and Lend are both verbs. Borrow is a regular verb:  borrow - borrowed. Lend is an 
irregular verb:  lend - lent

Loan is a noun. I got a loan from the bank.  In British English, you should never use loan as a 
verb. BUT in American English, loan can be used as a verb. In American English, it is common 
to hear people say, " I loaned my sister five hundred dollars." In Britain, people would say, "I lent 
my sister five hundred dollars."  So, when in America, you can use "lent" or "loaned".  They 
mean the same thing.

Read this conversation with a partner:

Lee:  I can't pay my rent this month. I tried to borrow money, but the bank would not give me a 
loan.  I asked my brother to lend me $200. But he said he didn't have any extra money. 
Susan:  Why don't you ask your parents? Maybe they could lend you some money.
Lee: I can't ask my parents. They are poor. They need all their money. Susan, you have more 
money than I do. Can you lend me $200? I'm sure you have $200 in the bank.
Susan: Lee, I  do have $200, but I have to pay my own bills. I cannot afford to pay your bills. 
Lee: Please, Susan. I am begging you.
Susan: I'm sorry, Lee. But I can't lend you money. My husband and I have agreed not to lend 
friends money. 

Questions: 
1. What did Lee want from the bank?
2. Did Lee ask anyone in his family to loan him money?
3. How much money does Lee need?
4. Why doesn't Lee ask his parents for money?
5. Who has $200 in the bank?
6. Will Susan lend Lee money?



7. Is Lee rude to ask Susan for money?
8. Would you ask a friend to lend you money?
9. What would you say if a friend asked to borrow several hundred dollars?

Susan: Lee asked to borrow $200 today.
Tom (Susan's husband): You didn't loan him any money did you? Because,  remember you lent 
him money last year. And he never paid you back. I would not loan him any more money.
Susan: I told him I needed our money to pay bills. 
Tom: Did you tell him we don't lend money to friends?
Susan: Yes, I told him. I feel sorry for him. He says he can't pay his bills.
Tom: Susan, you are too soft. Lee makes a good salary. He can't pay his bills because he 
spends all his money on foolish things. A few months ago he bought a boat! Do you know how 
expensive boats are? If he needs $200, he should sell his boat. 

Questions:
1. What did Tom want Susan to remember?
2. Why does Susan feel sorry for Lee?
3. What does Tom mean when he says Susan is too soft.
4. Why can't Lee pay his bills?
5. What foolish thing did Lee buy?
6. What does Tom think Lee should do to get money?


