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The story takes place in the United States during the years 1935-1936. This was the time of 
The Great Depression. The Depression happened during the years 1929-1939. Banks failed; 
companies failed; many people lost their jobs; many people did not have enough food and had 
to get their food from bread lines and soup kitchens. 


The story is told through letters that a little girl writes.


******

Does this story remind you of anything in your life?


There are three things you can use to help you answer the discussion questions:

- what Lydia Grace writes in her letters

- what you can infer (guess) from her letters. Lydia Grace’s letters are short and only give us 

some details. We have to guess some details of the story. For example, the story doesn’t tell 
us why Uncle Jim doesn’t smile. We have to infer/guess why he doesn’t smile. 


- details in the pictures


What situation in the family caused Lydia Grace to go and live with her uncle?


How do you think her parents and grandmother explained the situation to her?


Lydia Grace’s father told her how to recognize her uncle. What can you infer from this? (Why 
did he describe what her uncle looks like?) 

Why did she write to her father that she won’t tell Uncle Jim what her father said?


Does Uncle Jim tell Lydia Grace that he likes her poem? Why does she think he likes it? 

(She made an inference from his behavior.)


Why do you think Uncle Jim doesn’t smile? Why is it so important to Lydia Grace to get her 
uncle to smile?


What words would you use to describe Lydia Grace? Uncle Jim?


What are the main ideas or lessons in the story?


Lydia Grace feels very close to her grandmother and they share a love for gardening. Do you 
share an interest or favorite activity with someone in your family?


Discuss the illustrations. For example, how the artist uses color or the details he includes in the 
pictures. 


What happens to Otis, the store cat?


Do you enjoy writing letters? What is the most unusual thing you have received in the mail?


What is your favorite part of the book?


Is this a book you would enjoy sharing with a child you know?





