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Novel Scenes Chapter 5: A Bad Mood


It's Friday morning. Mindy is at the dry cleaner with Carol. Carol is in a bad mood. She has a 
problem. Her friend is getting married. The wedding is tomorrow. Carol wants to wear a new 
dress. But she doesn't have money for a new dress.


Then a customer walks in. The customer has a very pretty dress. Mindy walks over to help her. 
But Carol pushes Mindy away. "May I help you?" asks Carol.


"Can you dry clean my dress by tomorrow morning?" she asks. Carol grabs the dress. She 
smiles. She really likes this dress. Carol looks at the woman. The woman and Carol are about 
the same size.


"Just a minute," says Carol. She takes the dress in the back. Carol holds the dress in front of 
her. She looks in the mirror. "Beautiful!" thinks Carol. Then she comes back to the counter. 
"Sorry," she says, we can't have it ready tomorrow. You can have it on Tuesday."


"Oh, well," says the customer. "Please clean it anyway. I can wear another dress tomorrow." 
Carol gives the woman her ticket. Then Carol runs to the door and opens it for her.


"Thank you," says Carol. "Have a nice day!"


Which statements are TRUE? 

1. It's Tuesday morning.

2. Carol is in a good mood.

3. Carol's friend is getting married.

4. Carol bought a new dress for the wedding.

5. The customer has a pretty scarf.

6. Carol pushes Mindy away from the customer.

7. The customer wants her dress dry cleaned by tomorrow.

8. The customer and Carol are not the same size.

9. Carol tells the customer they can't have it ready by tomorrow.

10. Carol acts very polite.


Questions:

1. In the last chapter, was Carol polite or rude to the man with food on his clothes?

2. In this chapter, was Carol polite or rude to the woman with the pretty dress?

3. Why is Carol acting differently today?

4. Has Carol decided to be nice to all the customers now?


Put the words in the table below in the blanks of the sentences. 

looks in walks in comes back pushes away

takes holds walks over grabs



1. A customer ____________. She has a very pretty dress.

2. Mindy _____________ to help her.

3. But Carol _________________ Mindy ____________________.

4. Carol ________ the dress. She smiles.

5. She ____________ the dress in the back.

6. Carol ___________ the dress in front of her.

7. She _____________ the mirror.

8. "Beautiful!" thinks Carol. Then she ______________ to the counter.


Match the Meanings 
1. size	 	 	 a. a piece of clothing for girls and women

2. ticket	 	 b. a piece of glass that you can see yourself in

3. mirror	 	 c. a marriage ceremony

4. dress	 	 d. a paper that says you paid or will pay for something

5. mood	 	 e. a measurement of how small or large something is

6. wedding	 	 f. the way you feel, such as happy or sad


Discuss:

What puts you in a bad mood?

What can you do if you want new clothes and don't have the money for them?


Making Future Tense with To Be Verbs 

Usually when you make future tense, you use "will" plus a present tense verb.  EX: I will fly to 
Mexico tomorrow.   Mary will eat on the plane.  I will buy a sandwich.

But with "to be" verbs you don't say, "I will am cold. She will is hot."


Instead, you use "will" + "be".  EX: I will be cold if I don't take a coat.  It will be hot in Arizona. 
My daughter won't be afraid of the dark if I leave this light on.  They will be here soon.


Negative sentences:  I won't be eighteen until tomorrow.    You won't be hungry if you eat a 
snack.   We won't be home until late.


It is OK to put certain adverbs between the "will" and the "be". Read these examples:

• Will you be eighteen on your birthday?   No, I will only be seventeen.

• We will almost be home by this time tomorrow.

• The guide will always be with us on our hikes.

• We will definitely be there by ten o'clock.

• He will never be sure that his children are safe.

• Dad will hardly ever be at the office after he retires.




But many adverbs, can't be used between the verbs. They must be moved somewhere else in 
the sentence.


Tell if these sentences are correct. If they are not correct, where should they go? 
1. We will actually be in California by August.

2. You will today be ten years old.

3. I  will rarely be late to work. 

4. But Jennifer will frequently be late because she has to drop the children at school.

5. They will monthly be assigned a new job.

6. We will sometimes be at my daughter's home.

7. My husband will still be home at 7 AM.

8. The manager will probably be here in the morning.

9. I will definitely be the next president.

10. You will away be in all of July.

11. The teacher will normally be sitting here.

12. As a teacher, you will poorly be paid.

13. The baby will there be for everyone to see.

14. You will strongly be punished for breaking the rules.

15. They will around be for most of the evening.


Idioms:  Read the conversations. Explain what is happening in the conversation. Tell what 
the underlined idioms mean. 

Lori:  Where is Sandy?

Ben:  She's late.

Lori:  Where can she be?

Ben:  Your guess is as good as mine.

Lori:  Sandy is always late. She was late for lunch. She was late for the movies. Now she is late 
for dinner. That's the last straw. I will not wait for her any more. Let's go to the restaurant 
without Sandy.

Ben:  Wait, I see her. She finally arrived.

Lori:  Better late than never.


1. Does Ben know where Sandy is?

2. How many times was Sandy late?

3. What was the last straw?


Sara:  Oh no! I dropped my mother's china pitcher. It broke into a million pieces. I'm so upset.

Eva:  Haste makes waste. You were hurrying too much. You should take your time. 

Sara:  I didn't want to be late to meet our friends. I can't believe I broke Mother's lovely pitcher.




Eva:  There is nothing we can do about it now. Let's clean up the glass. Don't cry over spilled 
milk.


1. Why does Eva say "haste makes waste?"

2. What is meant by "spilled milk?"

3. Have you ever broken something you really loved?  Did you cry over it?


Mother:  Look at our daughter and her boyfriend. They are on  cloud nine.

Father: They look like two peas in a pod. I can't believe they are so much alike.

Mother:  They do get along well. But I liked her old boyfriend too. He was so polite, and his 
family had money.

Father:  That ship has sailed. Our daughter has moved on.  She's found a new love. And she is 
happy.

Mother:  She said it was love at first sight. They fell for each other on the first date.  He adores 
her.

Father: I remember our first date. You were so beautiful, you took my breath away.

Mother: I had a crush on you from the 9th grade.

Father: Did you really? I didn't know that. But I knew from the first we were a match made in 
Heaven.

Mother: Then how come it took you so long to pop the question? I thought you'd never get 
around to asking me to marry you.

Father: Haha. You forget how poor I was then. I couldn't afford to marry a girl like you until I 
made some money. I knew you weren't going to settle for a cheap engagement ring.


1. What did Mother like about the old boyfriend?

2. Is their daughter still interested in the old boyfriend?

3. Was Father impressed with his wife when they first met?

4. How long had Mother had a crush on Father?

5. Why didn't Father ask Mother to be his wife a little sooner?

6. Did you have a crush on your spouse before you started dating?

7. Did you take his breath away?


