
FUMC ESL 6-18-2020 High Intermediate/ Advanced Online Lesson 

Introduce yourselves and finish this statement:    I would like to be introduced to...


There are certain preposition combinations that are commonly used. If you say them 
repeatedly, you will get used to hearing them correctly. Try your luck with a few of them below.


Quick Preposition Quiz:   Choose OF, FOR or WITH 

1. I'm ashamed ___________ my myself for not attending the protests for Black Lives Matter.

2. I'm blessed ________________ good health.

3. I'm so eager ________________ school to start so I can see my friends again.

4. It was silly _______________ me to think that Lisa would want to go out with me.

5. Most of my fans are older.  I'm not popular ___________ the younger generation.

6. He's not eligible __________________ unemployment benefits.

7. It's typical ____________ Judy to ignore her own needs while she looks after everyone else.

8. I'm not familiar ______________ that tune.

9. I wasn't even conscious _______________ what was going on at the time.

10. That restaurant is famous ____________ terrific fried chicken.

11. I don't always agree __________ my husband about politics.

12. Please explain the details __________ the contract.

13. I've always had difficulty __________ understanding prepositions.

14. You'll need proof _________ your citizenship.

15. I feel hopeful __________ the future.

16. That was so sweet __________ you to bring flowers.

17. The children are so fond ________ their cousins.

18. There are many health risks associated __________ smoking.

19. Playing a musical instrument is wonderful __________ improving your memory.

20. Red wine is good _________ your heart. And chocolate tastes good _______ wine.


Questions about Prepositions: 
1-Is it OK to end a sentence with a preposition?   Yes, in some cases.

EX: She's not easy to talk to.   What are you thinking about?  You're just the person I was 
looking for.  I hate being shouted at.  Who's the present for?  This would be a wonderful village 
to live in.

EXCEPTION: During and Since are not used at the end.  EX: NOT--What period did it happen 
during?   BUT  During which period did it happen?  NOT--When have you been working here 
since.  BUT  Since when have you been working here.


2-When we use verbs after prepositions, do we use "ing forms or infinitives?

We use "ing" forms not infinitives.  EX: She saved money by giving up cigarettes.  I look 
forward to seeing you. She opened the package by using a knife.  She accused me of 
poisoning her dog.

NEVER: She saved money by to give up cigarettes.  I look forward to see you.  She opened the 
package by to use a knife.  She accused me of to poison her dog.




However, sometimes, we drop the preposition and just use an infinitive.  EX: He asked to 
borrow money.  NOT He asked for to borrow money.  I was interested to learn my grandfather 
was Italian.  NOT I was interested for to learn my grandfather was Italian.


3-Do I say "on the bus" or "by the bus"?  You say, "I am going on the bus." BUT "I am going by 
bus."  NOT "by the bus"


4-Can you leave out "on" if you are talking about days of the week?  In informal conversation, 
yes.  EX: I'll come on Monday evening.  OR  I'll come Monday evening.


5-Can you leave out "on" before "what/which days"? In an informal style, yes. EX: What day is 
your hair appointment on?   OR   What day is your hair appointment.    Which day is your music 
lesson on?  OR Which day is your music lesson.

You can also leave out "at" before about + a time. EX: I'll pick you up at about ten.  OR  I'll pick 
you up about ten.

Same is true of "for" when using how long. EX: I've been here for three weeks.  OR  I've been 
here three weeks.


Ask any questions you have about prepositions.


Using FALL Idioms- read and discuss the underlined idioms. 

Mother:  I'm falling apart at the seams these days. I can't remember what I am supposed to be 
doing. I fall asleep in the middle of the day. And my boss tells me I'm falling down on the job. I 
don't understand why everything is suddenly so difficult. My job is normally as easy as falling 
off a log. But every day I seem to fall farther behind. I don't know what's wrong with me.

Daughter:  Mom, you've had a lot on your mind lately, having to take care of Dad and 
Grandma. I know you aren't sleeping much at night. That can make you very disoriented. I'm 
worried you will fall ill.

Mother:  You're right that I'm not sleeping well. I have to get up several times a night to get 
your grandmother to the bathroom. One night last week, she tried to go to the bathroom by 
herself and fell over backwards. And your father is so restless at night that it's hard to sleep in 
the bed with him.

Daughter: Once the part time nurse arrives, I'm sure everything will fall into place and you'll be 
able to concentrate on your work. 

Mother:  Oh, didn't I tell you? The nurse we were planning to hire fell through. She got another 
job that pays a lot more.  I'll try to find another nurse, but Dad has had a falling out with several 
nurses before. He's very grumpy with them and they find it hard to put up with him. I've tried to 
talk to him about being nicer to the nurses, but it falls on deaf ears.

Daughter:  Yes, I've noticed Dad is frequently irritable. He should be nicer. Everyone is trying to 
help him. He needs to be kind and polite.

Mother:  Don't fall into the trap of blaming your dad for his irritability. He's in so much pain all 
the time, that it's impossible for him to be in a good mood. We just have to make him as 



comfortable as possible and overlook his grumpiness. I don't want him to fall into despair. The 
pain medications he's taking have fallen short of our expectations. I hope we will eventually 
find some medication that relieves his pain.

Daughter: If you need me, Mom, I can come help out.

Mother: Thank you, honey. I always know I can fall back on you if things are desperate. But 
you have a husband and young kids to take care of. For now, I can handle it.


1. What problems is Mother having?

2. What does the daughter think is the reason for her mom's problems?

3. Who is the mother taking care of?

4. Why didn't the part time nurse come?

5. What does Mother talk to Father about?

6. What does Mother think about her husband's grumpiness?

7. Who can Mother fall back on if she needs help?

8. Why doesn't Mother want to rely on her daughter?

9. Have you ever been in a situation like this, or has your mom been in a situation like this?

10. If you were a friend of Mother, what could you do to help her cope?


Idioms with Lay 
Sharon:   Mom, Charlie hit me.

Charlie:  You are lying. I didn't lay a finger on you.

Mother:   Stop arguing. I'm laying down the law right now. I do not want to hear any more 
fighting between the two of you. For the next hour, you two must stay in your own rooms. No 
video games and no horsing around.

Sharon: Boy, mom was mad. I guess we had better lay low for a while and let her calm down.

Charlie: If you wouldn't always lay the blame on me for every little thing, maybe she wouldn't 
get so mad.  Can you please lay off complaining about me all the time.

Sharon: Hold your horses, Charlie. You're the one who started this whole thing by shoving me.

Charlie: I barely touched you. You came in and laid your blankets down all over the floor and I 
had nowhere to sit. What was I supposed to do? I couldn't even see the TV.


1. What law did Mother lay down?

2. Do you think Charlie and Sharon will be fighting again before the hour is up?

3. What was your relationship with your siblings as you were growing up?  Did you get along 

well, or fight a lot?

4. Are you close to your siblings now that you are grown?


Jan:  Did you see Tom and Mary at the party?  Mary looked like a million bucks. But poor old 
Tom looked like death warmed over. What's the matter with him?




Liz:  He's struggling to keep his business alive during the pandemic. He's had to lay off most of 
his employees. Mary's afraid they will have to declare bankruptcy. It's not looking good for 
them.

Jan:  That's tough. Tom's father started his own business 40 years ago and made it into a 
million dollar company. Tom has always looked up to him. It must be hard for him to fail when 
his father succeeded.

Liz:  I'm sure Tom's dad would be willing to help him out, but Tom would never look to his 
father for help.


Questions:

1. Who looks bad?

2. What is happening to Tom and Mary?

3. Why is failure especially hard for Tom?

4. Do you think it's harder to fail if your parents were extremely successful?



