
FUMC ESL 6-25-2020  High Intermediate/Advanced Online Lesson


Read and discuss these conversations. Talk about the meaning of the underlined 
phrases. 

Gloria:  Mrs. Brown, I'll be absent next week.

Mrs. Brown:  I'll miss you Gloria. I have grown accustomed to seeing your smiling face every 
day.

Gloria:  Thanks, Mrs. Brown. I'm sorry to miss class, but I met a man who says he will give me 
a job at his TV station. I have to go there for my final interview.

Mrs. Brown: Oh, that's nice. Where did you meet this man?

Gloria:  I met him at my friend's wedding reception. He started talking to me. He asked where I 
worked. I told him I was graduating this spring and looking for a job in TV. He said, "What a 
coincidence. I'm the manager of at TV station in Wortham." He told me he could probably get 
me a job, and he asked me to come interview.

Mrs. Brown: That's interesting. What will you be doing at the TV station?

Gloria: Well, to start, I'll just be filing and answering the phones. But the man says in a few 
years I might be able to be an anchorwoman.

Mrs. Brown: Gloria, aren't you getting a degree in Radio, TV and Film?

Gloria: Yes, I am.

Mrs. Brown: It seems to me this job is not a good one for you. You will not be doing important 
work. Filing and answering the phone could be accomplished by someone without a degree.

Gloria: I am a little disappointed with the job. But I am graduating next month, and my school 
job is ending. I'm afraid of being unemployed. I have bills. I have a lot of bills. I can't afford to 
be unemployed.

Mrs. Brown: I understand, Gloria. But you are smart and very talented. I feel like you could get 
a job as a reporter for a TV station. You should not be content with a job that doesn't use your 
degree. You worked hard for that diploma.

Gloria: When you put it that way, I see that this job is rather disappointing. I've always 
dreamed of being in front of the TV camera. 

Mrs. Brown: Perhaps you should hold out for a better job. 


Questions: 

1. What does Mrs. Brown mean when she says she's "grown accustomed to" Gloria's smiling 

face?

2. How did Gloria meet the TV manager?

3. How does Mrs. Brown feel about Gloria's job offer?

4. Why does Gloria feel like she has to take this job?

5. What does Gloria dream of?


Later...

Gloria: Hello Mr. Mann. I'm here for my interview.




Mr. Mann: Hello, Gloria, I'm so happy to see you. I really enjoyed meeting you at the wedding. 
You look so beautiful today. I love the way that dress fits you. I want you to keep wearing those 
tight dresses when you work here. Are you ready to interview?

Gloria: I'd like to discuss the job with you first. I feel like this job won't use my talents. You 
know I am graduating in Radio, TV and Film. I worked as a reporter for our campus television 
station. I dream of being in front of the TV camera.  You said I would be filing and answering 
the phone in this job. You don't need a degree to file and answer the phone. I'm not sure this is 
the job for me.

Mr. Mann: Well, Gloria, perhaps I can offer you something a little better. Let's go to dinner and 
discuss your talents. Then I'd like to show you my apartment. We can talk about it over drinks 
at my place.

Gloria: Mr. Mann, I don't think that is very professional. I don't know you well enough to have 
drinks at your apartment.

Mr. Mann: Don't be ridiculous, Gloria. Do you want a job or not? Surely you understand how 
important it is to please the boss. And you mentioned that you had a lot of bills. Perhaps I 
could help with those. If you do some things for me, I'll do some things for you.

Gloria: Yes, I think I see. Mr. Mann, I don't think this is the job for me after all. I'm going to 
leave now. 


Questions:

1. What is the first sign that Mr. Mann might not be on the up and up?

2. What does Mr. Mann suggest they do tonight?

3. What do you think Mr. Mann has in mind for Gloria?

4. Is it appropriate for Mr. Mann to pay some of Gloria's bills?

5. What does Gloria mean when she says, "Yes, I think I see."  What is it Gloria sees?

6. Have you ever been in a situation with a boss or co-worker that made you feel 

uncomfortable?


Later...

Mrs. Brown: How did the job interview go, Gloria? Were you able to convince the man to up 
your responsibilities?

Gloria: Oh, Mrs. Brown, it was awful. He was talking about how good I looked and how much 
he liked me in tight dresses. Then he said he wanted to take me to dinner then have drinks at 
his apartment. That just didn't seem right.  It made me feel really uncomfortable. I ran out of 
there as fast as I could.

Mrs. Brown: Oh, Gloria, I'm so sorry. Unfortunately, this kind of behavior is common in TV and 
film work. There are some men that use their power to take advantage of beautiful young girls 
who want to work in TV and Film. I'm glad you ran out of there. That was the right thing to do. 
You should always follow your instincts.

Gloria: I'm glad too, except now I don't have a job offer and I have to pay my bills next month.

Mrs. Brown: Let me make some calls, Gloria. I have some friends that work in the industry. I'll 
see if anyone needs a bright young reporter.

Gloria: Thank you so much, Mrs. Brown.  I can't believe you would do that for me.

Mrs. Brown: You learned an important lesson today. You can't always trust people. Beautiful 
girls like you have to be especially careful that they don't fall prey to unscrupulous men.




Questions:

1. What is your impression of Mr. Mann?

2. Do you think he has Gloria's best interests at heart.

3. What did Mrs. Brown mean when she said, "You should always follow your instincts." Were 

Gloria's instincts correct?

4. What important lesson did Mrs. Brown say Gloria had learned today?


Later in another interview set up by Mrs. Brown...

Ms. Smith: It has been so nice talking with you, Gloria. Your resume is very impressive. I think 
you would be an asset to our company. I'd like to hire you.  I know Mrs. Brown said you 
wanted to work in TV, but as a news magazine, we don't have a TV station.  However, we have 
a big social media presence and I'd like to film some interviews of you and the mayor for our 
website. He's running for re-election this November, and I get the feeling he is hiding 
something. I'm hoping if we put some tough questions to him, we might get him to slip up and 
admit he's got some secrets. The interviews will appear on our online media. You will be in 
front of the camera, it just won't be a TV camera.

Gloria: That sounds really great. I think the future of media is not in TV anyway. More people 
my age turn to the internet for news content, not TV. I think this will be a wonderful opportunity. 
And I really like that your magazine is run by women. I feel more comfortable working for a 
woman boss.

Ms. Smith: Thank you for the compliment. But I hope you realize there are women who will 
take advantage of you too. You should always be careful who you trust and follow your 
instincts. If any of our employees ever makes an improper proposal to you, I hope you will 
come straight to me. I have no tolerance for improper behavior.


Questions:

What impressed Ms. Smith about Gloria?

Why does Ms. Smith want Gloria to interview the mayor?

Where is the "future of media" according to Gloria?

What kind of boss does Gloria feel comfortable working for?

What warning does Ms. Smith give Gloria?

What does Ms. Smith tell Gloria to do if someone makes an improper proposal?


PROPOSE (VERB)

If someone proposes something, they suggest it or they intend to do it. EX: I propose we take 
off work early and go down to the pub for a drink. The candidate proposed we raise taxes to 
finance the fire department.

It can also mean ask to marry someone. EX: Derek proposed to Angela last night. He gave her 
a beautiful engagement ring.


PROPOSAL (NOUN)

A proposal is a suggestion or idea that someone proposes. EX: The proposal to raise taxes 
was very unpopular with the citizens.  Angela accepted Derek's proposal.




PROPOSITION (NOUN)

A proposition is a statement in which you express a judgment or opinion  EX: The founding 
father supported the proposition that all people are created equal.

A proposition is an offer, plan or idea  EX; There is a proposition on the ballot to fund education 
through higher taxes.


There is very little difference in meaning between proposal and proposition. They can be used 
slightly differently.


RESUME-RESUME 
A resume (usually written with an accent on the final e) is a written description of your 
education and job experience.   EX: Gloria gave her resume to the interviewer.

To resume (verb) is to start doing something again after a pause  EX: We hope we can resume a 
normal life before too much longer.

 

BE ACCUSTOMED, BECOME ACCUSTOMED, GROW ACCUSTOMED 
All of these mean to get used to something. Usage is slightly different.

-Wearing a mask bothered me at first. But I am accustomed to it now.

-I became accustomed to staying home after a few months.

-We grew accustomed to all the restrictions on our lives.


INSTINCTS (NOUN) 
Instinctive knowledge is knowledge you have without knowing exactly how. It's different from 
learned knowledge.

EX: When I saw the huge bear come out of the woods, all my instincts screamed, "RUN!"

The bear's maternal instinct was to protect her cubs. Though my instincts told me to run, I had 
read you should never run when confronted by a predator. So I stood my ground.


Instinctive and instinctual are the adjective forms of this word.  EX: To run when you see a bear 
is instinctive for most people. The decision to go into the burning building to save the family 
was instinctual. It was not something I thought about.


