
6-4-2020 High Beginner/Low Intermediate Online Lesson


Introduce yourselves. Tell what your last job was.


Pronunciation Practice: English has many ways to spell the same sound.  The sound a cow 
makes is moooo.  Say these words and tell if they have the same vowel sound as the oo in 
moo.


We will begin reading a short novel called Novel Dreams.  Each lesson we will read a 
chapter.  

Novel Dreams - Chapter 1 

Mindy is nineteen years old. She is a college student. Now it's summertime. Mindy isn't in 
school. Today Mindy is at home. She is watching TV. Her grandmother walks into the living 
room. "You need a job," says her grandmother. "Your mother and father work hard. You can 
help the family, too."


"Can I look for a job later?" asks Mindy. "It's almost 2:00. I really like the program that comes 
on Channel 5 at two."


"No," says her grandmother. "Please get up. Go to the shopping center. Fill out some job 
applications. And wear your gray jacket. Make a good impression." Mindy sighs. Then she gets 
up.


A few minutes later, Mindy is wearing her gray jacket. Her hair is combed. "You look nice," says 
her grandmother. "Good luck finding a job."


Mindy walks out the front door. Then her grandmother sits down on the sofa. She looks at her 
watch. It's 2:00. She picks up the remote. "Good," she says,  "I really like the program that 
comes on Channel 8 at two o'clock.?


Tell if these sentences are true or false. 

1. Mindy is nineteen years old.

2. She is a high school student.

3. Now it's springtime.

4. Today Mindy is at home watching TV.

5. Her grandfather walks into the room.

6. Her grandmother wants Mindy to get a job.

7. Mindy really likes the program on Channel 8.


do two zoo shoe you shampoo

few through canoe chew blue kangaroo

argue sue blew due who new



8. Mindy puts on her green jacket.

9. Grandmother thinks Mindy looks nice.

10. Mindy's grandmother likes the program on Channel 8 too.


Discuss:

1-Mindy's grandmother lives with her family. What is good about having grandparents live with 
the family? What is bad about it?

2-Mindy's grandmother doesn't want Mindy watching TV all summer. She wants Mindy to 
work. Do you think Mindy should work during the summers?

3-Did you work while you were in high school? Did you work while you were in college?

4-Do you think young people today are lazy?

5-Do young people like to dress more casually?  Do you think young people should dress up 
more? 


Students, read this conversation with a partner. Read each section of the conversation 
twice, then answer the questions. 

Dad:  Son, I want you to get a job this summer. You are sixteen years old. That is old enough to 
work. You can help the family with the money you earn.

Son:  Dad, that's not fair! I go to school for nine months of the year. I study hard every day. I 
make good grades. I should have summers off to rest.

Dad:  Why? I don't get to rest in the summer. I have to work twelve months of the year. 

Son: That's different. You're the father. You're supposed to work. I'm just a kid. I'm supposed 
to go to school and have fun.

Dad: Where do you get these crazy ideas? Do you really think you should spend all summer 
having fun? When I was your age...

Son: I know, I know, you worked every day in the fields. You dug irrigation ditches for hours 
every day.

Dad: You are making fun of me. But it's true. We cleared land for new fields. Then we built 
irrigation ditches to bring water to the fields. I worked from the time I was fourteen. It was my 
responsibility to help the family. You are sixteen. It is time you got a job and helped out.


Questions:

1. What does the dad want his son to do this summer?

2. Does his son want to go to work?

3. Does the son do well in school?

4. What is the "crazy idea" the son has?

5. What work did the father do when he was young?


Son: My sister is seventeen and she doesn't have a job. Why do I have to get a job? Just 
because she is a girl, she gets to goof off all summer. But I have to work!

Dad: Your sister helps around the house. While your mother and I are at our jobs, your sister 
cleans the house, does the laundry and  the shopping. She helps your mother prepare dinner 



and she washes the dishes after dinner. She works hard and she doesn't get paid anything. 
She does not sit around playing video games like you are doing.

Son: OK, I'l try to get a job. But there aren't many jobs for kids sixteen years old. Most 
businesses want someone at least eighteen.

Dad: I know about a good job for you. My friend told me about a company that is looking for 
help. The company is laying cable for the cable TV companies. They need strong, young men 
to help dig the trench for the cable.

Son: Dad, you're kidding me. You want me to dig ditches all summer!

Dad: If it was a good job for me, it is good enough for you. You go to their office tomorrow and 
apply for the job.

Son: At least let me try to find a job where there is air conditioning. Maybe I could work at the 
video game store. That wouldn't be so bad.

Dad: You'll make more money digging trenches for the cable.

Son: Yes, but I might die doing that job in this heat. I can't believe you want me to dig ditches 
in hundred degree weather. I might have a heat stroke. Does Mother know that you are trying to 
kill her only son?

Dad: Of course your mother knows. And I'm not trying to kill you. You'll get used to the work 
and the heat. Mother wants you to work as much as I do. Now stop arguing. Get up early 
tomorrow and start looking for a job. By tomorrow night, I want to hear you have a job.


Questions:

1. Do the father and mother both work?

2. Does the sister have a job?   What does she do to help out?

3. What kind of job does Dad know about for his son?

4. What kind of job does the son want?

5. Why does the son think he might die?

6. Does Mother want the son to go to work?

7. Is the dad trying to kill his son?

8. What do you think of the father in this conversation?

9. What do you think of the son?

10. Who do you have more sympathy for, the dad or the son?


Mom: Hello, son. I'm glad you're home. Dad told me you were looking for a job. How was the 
job search? Did you find a job?

Son: No, I didn't. I went to every store in the mall. No one had job openings except the donut 
shop.

Mom: Did you fill out an application at the donut shop?

Son: No, I didn't. Because they told me I would  have to work from 5 AM to 3 PM.

Mom: Yes. Why is that a problem?

Son: Mom, I said 5 AM.  That's 5 in the morning. The sun is not even up at that time. I can't get 
up that early. I don't go to bed until 1 AM. That would only give me a few hours of sleep. You 
always tell me I need 8 hours of sleep.




Mom: Son, when you have a job, you have to work the hours they tell you. If you have to be 
there at 5, then you will have to go to bed at 9. Then you can get a good night's sleep.

Son: Mom, are you kidding?  When would I see my friends?  We don't usually go out until 9. 

Mom: The donut shop isn't open on Sunday. You won't have to get up early on Sunday 
morning. You can see your friends Saturday night. You call the donut shop right now and ask if 
you can interview for the job tomorrow.

Son: Mom, please don't make me do this. I can't believe you and Dad are so mean.

Mom: I'm putting my foot down. You must work. You didn't want to work digging ditches. You 
said you would die of the heat.  This job is easy.  And the donut shop is air conditioned. It is the 
perfect job for you. And you get off work at 3. You can spend the afternoon at the pool with 
your girlfriend.

Son: I won't be able to see my girlfriend at the pool.

Mom: Why not?

Son: Her parents are making her work and she doesn't get off until 9. 


Questions:

1. Why didn't the son want to work at the donut shop?

2. When did Mom say he should go to bed?

3. Why doesn't the son want to go to bed at 9?

4. What does Mom tell the son to do tomorrow?

5. Why does the son think his parents are mean?

6. What does "putting my foot down" mean?

7. Why does Mom think the donut shop is a good job for her son?

8. What does Mom say the son can do after work?

9. Why can't the son see his girlfriend at the pool?

10. Do you the the mom and dad were being mean?

11. Have you ever had a job where you had to get up very early?

12. In your country, are older teenagers expected to work in the summer?



