
The Three Little Pigs
Retold and Illustrated by James Marshall

This is a very old story. It was first published in the late 1800s, but was probably told for many 
years before. It is a fable because there is a moral lesson and it involves animals. Some modern 
versions of the story do not include animals being eaten. This version is very close to the 
original story, but some of the language was changed to be more modern.

Seek their fortunes: to go live in a new place in order to become successful there. Fairy tale 
characters often leave home to seek their fortune. They leave their families and homes behind 
in hopes of supporting themselves as adults for the first time. 
“Not by the hair on my chinny-chin-chin”: No way! Absolutely not! Never! 
Huff and puff: to breathe in a loud and heavy way, usually because of physical effort 
Loiter - stand or wait around without apparent purpose.
Shimmy - to dance or move in a way that involves shaking your shoulders and hips
Be put out - to be annoyed
Colossal - usually means large, but here it is just an expression of agreement, like 
saying,”Great” or “Good idea.”

As you introduce yourself, tell your group if you knew this story growing up or if it reminds you of 
anything in your life.

There are several themes or ideas in this story. One idea is that when you are old enough, you 
need to make a life for yourself. What are some other ideas or themes in this story? 

The wolf is usually a bad character in fables. Do wolves have a bad reputation in your culture?

Have you heard references to this story on television, in movies, books, cartoons, or 
commercials?

Would a mother in your culture tell her children that it is time to go? What is the appropriate age 
for children to leave home? 

In the U.S., teenagers are usually eager to become independent – to live on their own. As a 
teenager, were you eager to leave your parent’s home?



In the U.S., older people like to remain independent as long as possible. Where do you think is 
the best place for an older person to live? 

Below are a few related idioms:

keep the wolf from the door : To maintain oneself at a minimal level; to keep from starving, 
freezing, etc. Example: I don't make a lot of money, just enough to keep the wolf from the door. 
We have a small amount of money saved, hardly enough to keep the wolf from the door. 

The wolf is at the door: The threat of poverty is upon us. Ex: I lost my job, my savings are 
gone, and now the wolf is at the door. 

In a huff – in an angry or offended manner; feeling angry with someone because they have 
done or said something to upset you. 
She’s in a huff because I forgot to call her last night. 
He walked off in a huff because I hadn’t saved him a seat at the table. 

Many years ago, Disney made a cartoon of this story. You can watch it at http://
www.youtube.com/watch?v=Olo923T2HQ4 


